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Plan of the excavation.
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Plate 1.4

Ukhdoud Excavations

Facade of the easter wall. building no. 47 .
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B. A drawing of a bowl. A. Part of a pottery jar with red glaze.
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D. Lid of a pot made of gypsum with the name of a C. Steatite pot decorated with geometric patterns.
person written on it.
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A. Western view of the site before excavation.
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B. General view of the site before excavation.
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A. General view of the site after excavation.
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B. Eastern prespective of the site after excavation.
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Plate 1.8

Ukhdoud Excavations
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B. Large bowl in situ.
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D. Bowls and pots from the excavation.
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A. Some of the objects in situ.

C. Pottery bowls
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A. A Musnad al-janubi inscription engraved on the eastern wall.

B. A Musnad al-janubi inscription.

C. A Metal plate with an embosed musnad al-janubi inscription.
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A. Bronze plate with musnad al-janubi inscription.
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B. Part of bronze object containing musnad al-janubi inscription.
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Plate 1.11

Ukhdoud Excavations
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B. Lid of a jar with the name of the owner.
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Some marble objects.

A. Decorated pottery sherds.
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C. Stone and pottery incense burners.
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A. Pieces of glass objects.
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B. Sea shells located during excavations.
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A. Grid Plan for Tel Al-Zayer, Thaj (Squares 3c, 4c).
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B. Tel No. 2. North of Tel Al-Zayer (Sq. 9d).
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A. Stone circles located at 1900 m south east of tel al-zayer.
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B. Burial in stone circle no. 2, SE of thaj.
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A. Horizonal plan of circular burial.
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B. Vertical plan of western section of burial.
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Thaj Excavations

Plate 2.4 Y,¢ Aoyt

&Hon .

Tl Ay

RERUPAI
Cap Stone
r_.L,’r——_—*———-—"-
o2l slaa
wall —t—

Actddotipe | |

Sandy Layer

(Y) L_;):,l.m aael Sagas Jadiea.

A. Vertical plan of circular burial.
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B. Vertical plan of stairs.
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A. Tel al-Zayer (sq.3c, 4c)
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B. Animal bones located in the western part of the squares.
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Thaj Excavations Plate 2.6 Y1 Ayt Tl dy,as
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A. Squares 3c and 4 ¢ near the previous burial.

B. Southern section of square 4d, Tel al-Zayer.
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A. Eastern section beside the burial.
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B. Location of square 8e, Tel no.2, north of al-Zayer.
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Plate 2.8

Thaj Excavations
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b. Eastern section of square 8e.
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d. Stone circles outside Thaj area, probably burials.
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a. Photograph showing western section of square 8e.
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c. Northern section of square 8e.
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Plate 2.9

Thaj Excavations
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b. Complete burial located in the middle of circular structure.
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d. Rectangular opening 5m x 3m located in the southern part of the circle.
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a. Gypsum plaster located in eastern section at 120 cm. depth
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c. Complete burial inside the circular structure.
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Plate 2.10

Thaj Excavations
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b. Photograph showing major part of the exposed burial.
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d. Farming area at 24 km. south of Thaj
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a. A five steps stairway located in the circular structure.
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c. Virgin soil at the end of the excavation.
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Plate 2.11

Thaj Excavations
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b. Pottery bowl from Tel al-Zayer a. Circular pots located in the excavations at Tel al-Zayer
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d. Handles of pots and bowls from Tel al-Zayer. c. Another group of pots from Tel al-Zayer
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T'haj Excavations
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B Burned pieces of bowls. A. Bases of pots and pottery pots and bowls.
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D. A complete bowl located near the burial. C. Handles of various objects from Tel-al-Zayer
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B. Decorated square shaped incense burners. A. Square shaped incense burners from Tel al-Zayer excavation.
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. Pottery figurines. C. Terracotta human and animal figurines.

O



S ds,as

".\23.:-31

Plate 2.14

I'haj Excavations
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b. Various objects located in the excavations at Thaj.
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d. Base of a large pot.
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a. Parts of a stone bowl and a grinding stone from Tel a—Zayer.
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c. Piece of a terracotta object with a star motif.
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Plate 2.15

Thaj Excavations
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b. Various pottery objects located in the excavations at Thaj. a. A large square shaped stone with a hole in it.
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d. A circular structure located at 41 km south of Thaj. c. The well of "Arj, located at about 58 km. south of Thaj.
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A. Petroglyphs of a horse rider holding lancer located 38 km south of Thaj.

B. Tribal symbols (wusum) located near Thaj.
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A. A rectangular shaped stone structure, probably a burial, located 22 km south of Thaj.
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B. Rock drawings and tribal symbols (wusum) located at 43 km. south of Thaj.
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A. Tribal symbols (wusum) carved on a rock.
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B. A well, located at Sabkhat Abwab, 147 km. south of Thaj.
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A. Mounds and Tel of building at Qalban al-Thamila, 20 km north of Thaj.
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B. Burial in circular stone structure located at 45 km north of Thaj.
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Plate 2.20

Thaj Excavations
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B. Stones mass and cairns located at 20 km southeast of Thaj.
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D. A large Stone structure with along tail.
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A. Burials located west of Jabal Deeran, 57 km south of Thaj.
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C. A stone structure with long tail located at 42 km north of Thaj.
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Plate 3.1
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Plate 3.2

Rajum Sasa Excavation
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Rabwa al-manjour site in wadi al-nugmi indicating the palace and water reservoir.
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A. Stone circles and cairns at Shaib al-dhariya site.

B. Horizontal plan of the tailed stone structures located at shaib al- dhariya
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b. Water distribution channels from a reservoir at wadi al-
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d. Ruins of the palace and its rooms, wadi al-nugmi (al-
manjour).
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a. A water reservoir in wadi al-nugmi ( al-manjour).

c. Ruins of a palace, wadi al-nugmi (al-manjour).
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a. Water irrigation channels in wadi al-nugmi (al-

b. Petroglyphs of a lion, ox , ibex and human figures manjour).

depicted on a rock at al-Afiraz, madinah region.
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Arabic inscriptions carved on a hill surface at Sanfan al-Thalma, al-Afiraz,
mentioning the names of persons and some Quranic verses.
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A, B, C, D : Quranic verses engraved on a hill surface at mhalhal, madinah region.
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Quranic verses and prayers engraved on a hill at Fam Safwan, madinah area.
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Arabic inscriptions located at Fam
Safwan.
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B. Petroglyphs of camel and a leopard located at
Fam Safwan.
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A. A large geometrical plan of apparently water

distribution channels located on a large boulder at
Mhalhal.
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d. Tribal symbols depicted on a rock in wadi Muzayeel.
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a. Some arabic alphabets depicted on a rock at Fam Safwan.
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¢. Prying for god’s blessings carved on a rock at Fam Safwan.
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b. General view of wadi Muzayeel.
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a. An early arabic inscription located on a rock at
Fam Safwan.
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D. Thamudic inscriptions located at wadi al-Hufairah. C.Tribal symbols, camel figures and thamudic inscriptions carved
on hill at Wadi al-Hufairah.
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b. Human figures located at wadi al-hafeera
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a. Thamudic inscriptions and animal figures carved
on a hill at wadi al-hafeera.
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b. Ox figure from Wadi al-Hufairah. a. Petroglyphs of ox, camel and ostriches at Wadi al-Hufairah.
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d. Stone structures and slag located on a mining site at Shoaib al-masna’. ¢. Human and animal figures located at Wadi al-Hufairah.
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b. View of a mining fern located at Shoaib al-masn’a.
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a. Grinding stone and pottery shreds located on the mining site of
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b. Stone structures and remains of a huge wall located at Shoaib al-dhariya. a. Stone structures of various types located at Shoaib al-dhariya.
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D. view of the ruins of the place rooms. c. Ruins of dam, its wall and a kufic inscription engraved on it.
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b. Kufic inscription from Umm gasr.

a. A large kufic inscription indicating several personal names carved
on a hill surface at Shawan.

c. Petroglyphs of human
and animal figures and a
kufic inscription carved
on the wall of the dam.
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b. General view of the dam at Umm gasr. a. View of first and second wall of the dam at Umm al-qasr
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c. Stone circles, cairmns and large slabs located at Umm ramtha.
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b. General of the wadi, Magrah al-masn’a.
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c. A Arabic inscription at the site of
Magrah al-masn’a.
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a. An early islamic arabic inscription located at Magra masn'a.
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B. Petroglyphs of human and animal

figures and Kufic inscriptions located
at Magrah al Masn’a.
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c. Eastern interior fagade of the mosque.
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c. Western fagade of the Mosque
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a. Horizontal plan of Saud Palace in Zulfi.
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b. Horizontal plan of al-Rafiya Mosque, al-Ulga.
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a. Horizontal plan of al-Wasita’ Mosque in "Urayra.
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a. Horizontal plan of Mu'gra Mosque.
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a. Rock art located at Samnan.
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b. Camel figures located at Samnan.
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d. Qasr Saud bin Abdulaziz bin Muhammad bin Saud in Samnan
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a. Al-"Uliya mosque at Samnan.
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¢. Saud bin Abdulaziz bin Muhammad bin Saud Palace, built in
the town of Samnan in 1194 H.
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a. The old town of al-"Ulgah
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b. Ruins of houses in the old town of al-'Ulgah
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Plate 5.9

Survey of Al-Zulfi
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b. Stone structures located on a higher land at al- Dhaliyat
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d. A stone circle located at Mushrafa
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a. Stone structures located in Wadi Markh.
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c. A large stone pile (cairn) located at Mushrafa.
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Survey of Ancient Trade Route
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Horizontal plan of some buildings in Qarriyat al-Yas (Umm Laal).
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a. A road sign at Mismaat.
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b. Part of a paved (stones) road at Mismaat.
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a. Plan of Qasr Mushraf showing various rooms.
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b. Plan of the track located near Qarriyat al- Akhaidar.
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a. Plan of water reservoir in Wadi al-Baroud.
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b. Plan of Al-Adheed building located on the ancient route.
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b. Tombs located south of Qarriyat al-Yas (Umm Laal).
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d. Archaeological remains on the route (Wadi Wariga).
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a. General view of the ruins of a building located at Qarrivat al-Yas (Umm Laal).

c. Signs of the ancient track located in Wadi Wariqa.
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a. An early Islamic Kufic inscription located at Jabal Khalaf ( al-Masmaat).
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b. Kufic inscriptions located at Jabal al-Khalaf.
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a. A number of early Islamic (Kufic) inscriptions located on Jabal-Al-Sha’tha.

b. An early !slamic inscription located at al-Qawaim, Jabal al-Sha'tha, (date 116 H.).
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a. Stone structures and cairns on the ancient route located at Hala't Jildan.

b. Ruins of some building at al-"Ubla.
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d. Jabal al-Athadha at Suq "Ukaz. c. Stone circles on Jabal al-U’bal.
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a. A Kufic inscription at Jabal al-Sarai at Suq "Ukaz.
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b. A Kufic inscription carved on a boulder at al-Jawdiyah.
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Plate 6.12

Survey of Ancient Trade Route

b. Arches of Qasr Mushraf.
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d. Ruins of building at al-Urafa.

- - g l‘vrll. W .umm..... i
VLS | mt_?.u.u @ladall (ang Goylall sl ale aie .
a. Remains of the trade route and other stone structures in Wadi al-Akhaider.
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c. Ruins of a building in Wadi al-U"deed.
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a. A Thamudic inscription located at Re'a al-Zalala.
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b. Islamic inscription at Re'a Zalala.
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a. Islamic inscription in Wadi al-Yasoom.
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b. Arabic and Kufic inscriptions from Wadi al-Yasoom.
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Plate 6.15

Survey of Ancient Trade Route
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b. Stone structures and part of the ancient trade route in Wadi Nakhlah.
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d. A stone structure on a hilltop at al-Zima.

a. The paved part of the ancient trade route located at Umm Odham.

c. An old well located at al-Zima.
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Survey of Ancient Trade Route
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b. Remains of the ancient paved trade route at al-Madrajja.

d. Water reservoir at al-Baroud.
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c¢. Foundations of building located at al-Broud.
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a. A Kufic inscription from Qunba’.
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b. Kufic inscription from al-Safniya, date 363 H.
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a. Circular stone structure at Jabal al-Muwayz, Jubbah.
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b. Circular stone structure at Jabal Unayza, Jubbah.
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a. Square shaped stone structure at Jabal Unayza, Jubbah.
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b. Circular stone structure at Jabal al-Markaba, Jubbah
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a. Circular stone structure at Jabal Abraq al-Ghara.

wialiall y A ASy

AT T s
[Pbul g

(€D ]

N
—
T e e e
o 2.4 | 3 ¥ m m

.1_).5“&)__1?‘}.}?&%_).1»5)313.9

b. Circular stone structure at Jabal Abraq al-Ghara.
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a. A circle within the large stone circle located at Jabal Abraq al-Ghara.
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b. Circular stone structure at Jabal Abraq al-Ghara.
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a. Circular stone structure at Jabal Shuwayht
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b. Circular stone structure at jabal Shuwayht.
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a. A cairn within a large stone circle located at Jabal Sanman, Jubbah.
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b. An oval shaped stone structure at Jabal Sanman, Jubbah.
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Plate 7.8

Survey of Jubbah
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b. Thamudic inscription on a boulder on the northern side of Jabal al-
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d. Petroglyphs of camels and Thamusic inscriptions carved in the
north of Jabal Unayza.
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a. A circular stone structure located at Jabal al-Muwayz overlooking the Nafud Desert,
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c. Circular stone structure with a chain of small circular structures  attached
with it forming a tailed structure, located north of Jabal Unayza, Jubbah.
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Plate 7.9

Survey of Jubbah
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b. Painted ox figures with red ochre located east of jabal Unayza.
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d. Palm and sun figures located east of Jabal al-Markaba, Jubbah.
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a. Thamudic inscriptions located east of Jabal al-Unayza, Jubbah.
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c. A man attacking a lion with a long lancer depicted on Jabal Unayza,
Jubbah.
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Plate 7.10

Survey of Jubbah

b. An outlined hyeh a figarelocated at Jabal al-Markaba, Jubbah.
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d. Thamadic inscription from east of Jabal al-Ghara.
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a. Horse riders with long lancers apparently hunting a camel.

G2 S Gl sll 15 Lol adiay alilgustl (e A gead @y oz
IS i (e 38,401 3!

c. Petroglyphs of an Oryx and other animals located at east of Jabal al-Markaba.
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b. Remains of 15 m long stone wall located east of Jabal
Abraq al-Ghara.
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a. Thamudic inscriptions located south of Jabal Muwayz.
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b. Remains of 15 m long stone wall located east of Jabal
Abraq al-Ghara.
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Plate 7.12

Survey of Jubbah

DA Gl Jaond B a0 LLeil] Aganll o ang g ddey Jana) oy o
b. Camel with a carrier (Hodaj) located northwest of Jabal Abraq al-Ghara.
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d. An ibex figure with an oval shaped motif depicted on the hind body
located at west of Jabal Shuwhayet.
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a. Camel riders and other animals located east of Jabal Abraq al-Ghara.
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c. A camel figure located north of Jabal Abraq al-Ghara.
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Survey of Jubbah
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b. A typical Jubbah style human figures located west of Jabal a. Horse riders with long lancers located at Jabal Abraq al-
al-Shuwhayet. Ghara.
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Plate 7.14

Survey of Jubbah
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b. Thamudic inscriptions located southeast of Jabal Dhali Salama. a. Ox figures located at the west of Jabal Shuwhayet.
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d. A large stone circle with a tail like structure located at the east of c¢. Human and animal figures located at Jabal Dhali Salama.

Jabal Umm Sanman, Jubbah.
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Plate 7.15

Survey of Jubbah
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b. Horse rider hunting an animal with a long lancer, located at
Jabal Umm Sanman.
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d. Petroglyphs of various animal figures and several Thamudic
inscriptions located at Jabal Umm Sanma.
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a. Outlined camel figures and Thamudic inscriptions located at
the northwest side of Jabal Umm Sanman, Jubbah.
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¢. Human figures attacking a lion located at Jabal Umm Sanman,
Jubbah.
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b. Women hunting a lion, a unique scene located at Jabal Umm a. Painted camel and horse riders apparently in hunting attitude and
Sanman in addition to Thamudic inscriptions. several Thamudic inscriptions located at Jabal Umm Sanman.
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d. Women in dancing attitude and Thamudic inscription are c. Anibex hunting scene and Thamudci inscription located at
carved on a large boulder at Jabal Umm Sanman, Jubbah. north of Jabal Umm Sanman.
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Plate 7.17
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b. A large composition of human and animal figures located at Jabal
al-Manjour near Qarriyat al-Shuwaymis.
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d. Several human and animal figures carved deeply on a detached fal-

len rock at Jabal al-Manjour, Shuwaymis.
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a. A large equid figure located on a boulder at Jabal al-Manjour near
The village of al-Shuwaymis
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¢. Human foot prints and cup marks carved deeply in a rock, located at
Jabal al-Manjour near the village of al-Shuwaymis.
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Map of the Arab Land after Kitab Surat al-Ard by Ibn Hawqal (d. ca. 980)
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Map of the al-Jar/Yanbu’/al-Madina Area.
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Survey of Najran area

c- shaped coral blocks on a mound.
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C- Kufic inscription incised in ramadan of A.H. 108 (Hannaq Al-Samma).
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A- Kufic Inscription Incised in A. H. 27 at Khushayba

ccaslutly LYY allSy 45,80 G258 Lha WLE ¥a B- The Oldest Kufic Inscrption Published by the Deputy Min-
istry of Antiquities and Museums.

C- The other Inscription of Yazid.
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B- Kufic inscription of A. H. 191 incised among thamudic

inscriptions (Gharaziyat).
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C- Inscription with arabic numerals (Khushayba).
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Location of hills south of Jebel Ithlib on the satellite image.
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D- Inscription Js Nab 159.
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A- Alignments of bushes.

B- Rocky Surface in Settlement.
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C- Basalt millstone.
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D- Stone basin.

E- Traces of craft industry north of settlement.

F- Fallen column.
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ATLAL 18, PART 3 Misodlancous News 83

News and Events (1423-1425 H / 2003-2004 AD)

* HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, Secreatry General of the Supreme Commission
for Tourism in co-ordination with His Excellency the Minister of Education inaugurated the
exhibition (Antiquities of the Kingdom), about the survey and excavations organized by the
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums in various parts of the Kingdom during
1424H/2003AD. The exhibition was held at the end of archaeological investigations of this
season with the aim to highlight the results and achievements of survey and excavations.

Various obj Jects, artifacts and pictures were displayed in the exhibition.

* HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, the Secretary General of the Supreme
Commission for Tourism, accompanied by a number of officials visited Shaqra Governorate,
Ushaiger town and al-Hurayyq center on 24/10/1424 H. It is the policy of HRH to develop
co-operation among various Governorates and agencies to boost partnership with local
departments and citizens for safeguarding, protecting and developing ancient monument, and

the sites of cultural heritage.

* The 53rd meeting of the High Council of Antiquities and Museums was held on 19/10/1424 H/
13/11/2003 AD at the office of the Minister of Education HE Professor Muhammad bin
Ahmad al-Rasheed, the Head of the Council of Antiquities who chaired meeting in the
presence of HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, the Secretary General of Supreme

Commission for Tourism.

* His Excellency Prof. Dr. Saad A. al-Rashid, the Deputy Minister of Antiquities and Museums
attended the 5th meeting of Deputies who are in charge of Antiquities and Museums in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 1425 H/2004 AD.

* His Excellency Prof. Dr. Saad A.al-Rashid, the Deputy Minister of Antiquities and Museums,
attended the 19th meeting of the Administrative Council of the Research Center for Islamic
History, Arts and Culture ( ARSIC}) held in Istanbul, Turkey in 1424 H/ 2004 AD.

* Dr. Ali bin Saleh al-Mughannam, Assistant Deputy Minister for Museums participated in the
Seminar (Utilizing Traditional Heritage) held at the Traditional Heritage Center of GCC in
the Kingdom of Bahrain (1424 H/ 2004 AD).

* In the frame work of joint co-operation between the Ministry of Education represented by the
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums and the Society of Friends of Jordanian
Antiquities, a delegation of Jordan visited some archaeological sites in northwest of Saudi
Arabia from 20 - 26 Shawal 1424 H including Tabuk, al-Bid", Tayma, al-Ula, Madian Saleh,
al-Jawf, Sakkakak and al-Qarriyat,






Miscellaneous News
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Archaeological Surveysand Excavations (1424 H/ 2003 AD)

The Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums carried out the following field works:

1. Najran team continued excavations at al-Ukhdoud fort for the 5th season. A number of

artifacts and new architectural elements were discovered.

2. Tayma excavation continued for salvaging industrial area site. New burials were located with

new objects and lots of pottery shreds.

3. Thaj excavation continued inside the fenced area on the site excavated last year. In addition
Abu Zahmoul tower at al-Uqair was documented; and the site of the old palace in Darin was
surveyed, its outlines were defined and mapped with the consideration to develop the site for

tourism.

4. Madain Saleh excavations continued on the previous site of last year. While digging in the
residential area, the excavation team came across new foundations and a large Latin

inscription mentioning the restoration of a market place in the city center in 2nd century AD.

5. Al-Riyadh (al-Baleedha site in al-Muzahimiyya district). Excavations on this site located
near the capital city of Riyadh continued for the 4th season. Five cultural layers were noted in

an architectural unit in addition to large number of pottery shreds and other artifacts.

6. Jubbah (Hail region) Rock art and Epigraphic survey was conducted in Jubbah area including
the newly discovered sites at Shuwaymis and Jabal al-Manjoor. Hundreds of petroglyphs of

human and animal figures are located.

7. In al-Qasim area 68 sites were registered during the survey showing archaeological

landmarks such as classical buildings, stone structures, rock art and ancient inscriptions.

8. Al-Madinah al-Munawarrah region : West of Madinah al-Munawarrah towards the
al-Maseejida was thoroughly surveyed. A number of multi-periodic archaeological sites
were located including stone structures, irrigation canals, dams, human and animal figures,

ancient Arabian and early Islamic inscriptions.
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1424H/2003AD. The exhibition was held at the end of archaeological investigations of this
season with the aim to highlight the results and achievements of survey and excavations.
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* The 53rd meeting of the High Council of Antiquities and Museums was held on 19/10/1424 H/
13/11/2003 AD at the office of the Minister of Education HE Professor Muhammad bin
Ahmad al-Rasheed, the Head of the Council of Antiquities who chaired meeting in the
presence of HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, the Secretary General of Supreme

Commission for Tourism.

* His Excellency Prof. Dr. Saad A. al-Rashid, the Deputy Minister of Antiquities and Museums
attended the 5th meeting of Deputies who are in charge of Antiquities and Museums in the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 1425 H/2004 AD.

* His Excellency Prof. Dr. Saad A.al-Rashid, the Deputy Minister of Antiquities and Museums,
attended the 19th meeting of the Administrative Council of the Research Center for Islamic
History, Arts and Culture (ARSIC) held in Istanbul, Turkey in 1424 H/ 2004 AD,

* Dr. Ali bin Saleh al-Mughannam, Assistant Deputy Minister for Museums participated in the

Seminar (Utilizing Traditional Heritage) held at the Traditional Heritage Center of GCC in
the Kingdom of Bahrain (1424 H/ 2004 AD).

¢ In the frame work of joint co-operation between the Ministry of Education represented by the
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums and the Society of Friends of Jordanian
Antiquities, a delegation of Jordan visited some archaeological sites in northwest of Saudi
Arabia from 20 - 26 Shawal 1424 H including Tabuk, al-Bid", Tayma, al-"Ula, Madian Saleh,
al-Jawf, Sakkakak and al-Qarriyat.
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organisation of the site is not only the result of practical necessities such as defense, search
and management of vital resources, including water, integration in a commercial network  an

representing Nabataean’s original cultural, social, religious and funerary entities.
Bibliography:
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magnetic values are probably evidence for areas which are not built. These images also show
that the existence and density of remains are not strictly related to the mounds visibe on the
ground. The magnetic activity above the flat surface revealed the extension of the urban
fabric. Finally, the prescnce on the ground of relatively large quantities of magnetic elements
such as volcanic rocks, did not influence much the final result of this survey, which is very
satisfactory. The image on (plate 9.23) represents the magnetic data captured on
approximately one third of the explored area. The images revealed an urban settlement. A
multitude of coherent units of orthogonal structures appeared. Several streets are apparent in
the east part of the document. They seem to constitute a block of oblong form, orientated
north-south.

After two seasons, in 2001 and 2002, the Saudi-French archaeological project at Medain
Salih, has started the exploration of three main groups of monuments: the monumental
necropolis and its 138 tombs, the religious area of Jebe] Ithlib, and the settlement, the remains
of which are buried in the central part of the site over about 50 hectares.

During the 2001 season, the tombs were systematically recorded plans and sections of the
funerary chambers were made, as well as sections of the facades. Their height and width were
measured, photographs were taken of the outside and inside and special attention was paid to
the description of the carving techniques.

During the 2002 season, the team conccentrated on both the settlement and the Jebel
Ithilib. The settlement was axtensively explored archaeologically and geophysically. As for
Jebel Ithlib, it has been thoroughly explored and ali its monuments were recorded, described,
drawn and photographed. Finally, most of the sites of Ithlib with Nabataean inscriptions have

been identified and documented.

This is the first time that Medain Saih has been 2xplored systematically. This exploration
is carried out with modern devices: computer databases, geophysical survey, Geographic
Information System (GIS), digital photographs, satellite imagery, etc. One the documentary
level, the results obtained during the two seasons led to the publication of an archaeological
atlas of the site, possibly in several voumes (the tombs of Jebel Ithib and the settlement area).
On the scientific level, the data collected in the field opens numerous tracks.for research suh
as economy and technology, funerary customs, organisation of the urban space and the
sanctuaries, etc. However, the most important aspects such as function of the site and its
chronology, remains unanswerd.

The fieldwork undertaken suggests that Meain Salih was a true city, and not, as was
sometimes argued, a gathering place where religions rituals were practiced and where the
dead were buried. After Jaussen and Savignac’s intuitions and the excavations done by Saudi
archaeologists, it has been possible to postulate the settlement and ijts importance. The
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In the northeast part of the settlement, there are three hiils: IGN 131, IGN 132 and
Marbat al-Hisan. Stones and mudbricks have been recognized on the flat summit of IGN 132,
It is possible that it was used as a watching, guarding and communication post (plate 9.22¢).
Comparison with Petra suggests the existence of such system in Medain Salih. However, the
niches and betyls which are carved on the flanks of IGN 131 and 132 show that they also
played a role in the religious activities of the site. Finally. holes carved in the vertical face of
the rock show that buildings built in masonry leaned against the natural rock. This 1s also
evident from the remains of the walls which are visible at the foot of the rock, as well as
column drums scattered around (diameter 0.52m), and that belong to the Nabataean capital
(plate 9.22 d).

The area between IGN 131 and 132 contains several stone basins, the diameter of which
varies between 0.70 to 0.80m (plate 9.21 d). The bottom of several of them seems to be close
to the surface. which raises the question of the level of the ground in Antiquity and that of
possible reuse, The interpretation of these stone basins is not clear whether they had a

domestic, public. industnal or religious function?
The geophysical survey.

In 2002, the Laboratory of archaeometry of our University undertook, under the
supervision of A, Kermorvant, a geophysical survey of the ancient Hegra settlement in order
to detect urban buildings'®>'.

The survey was intentionally undertaken in an area the topography of which is not
homogeneous and which presents various kinds of surfaces as well as a variable density of
visible archaeological material.

In this area the surface reaches almost 2.4 ha, and using the one square meter gird
previously established on the ground, the surveyors measured 23 596 differential values®*
which were then recorded in a computer format. It appears that the magnetic mmages
obtained from these measures are dynamic and present significant contrasts (plate 9.23).

Numerous signs show the existence of building remains and traces of the use of space
which revealed the urbanisation of the area, about 85% of which seem to be covered with
buildings.

Street lines, both rectilinear and curved, divide the space. Several independant units of

buildings, following different orientations, appear clearly, A few segments of homogenous

(32 The team measared the carth magnetic field at & short distance above ground level. The machine wsed was a GM-9BG equipped with
{0 Se8N30rs.s
(33) Which result from an arithmetic calculation: substract a value captured in a point which is used as a reference 1o cach value measured

above the examined surface.
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composed of one or two rooms. Traces of buildings with the same orientations have been
identified 60 m. to the northwest. Finally, south of IGN 132, traces seem to correspond to

streets, particuarly in an east-west direction.

It is difficult, from the visible remains, to interpert the buildings and determine their
function, but the majority seem to be parts of dwelings. This is particularly the case in the
excavations conducted by the Department of Antiquities, southeast of the area where the
geophysical survey was undertaken. Traces of kilns, fragments of millstones and mortars in
basalt, as well as pottery cooking pots and shreds, show that domestic activities were

performed at various places within the settlement.

Traces of a craft industry have also been observed about 60 m. northeast of the northern
well, the remains of at least four kilns have been obszrved. One of them was a pottery kiln, as
shown by cooking wares scattered over an area of 8 to 10 m. in diameter (plate 9.21 ¢). One

crucible has also been located in another part of the settiement.
More important buildings have been noticed in three sectors of the settlement:

Roughly 130 m. northeast from the west well, a fallen column is associated with
structures (courtyard? esplanade?) (plate 9.21 f).

Further south, architectural fragments of a buildi ng resting directly on the rock have been

destroyed by bulldozing activites (plate 9.22 a).

The most spectacular remains lie, however, between the isolated rocks IGN 131 and 132
(see below) (plate 9.22 b).

There remains the question of the function of five rocky reliefs which lie within the
settlement area. They doubtless attract the attention because of their position but their
importance should probably not be over estimated. Two of them, hills A and B, are located on
the southern limit and were probably used as watching posts possiby citadels, as suggested by
Jaussen and Savignac. Hill A, for instance, 760 m above sea level, overlooks a wide
Landscape and overlooks the access to the site from south, it is divided into two parts, The
northern part is narrow and has a flat summit which raises about 10 m. above the surrounding
ground: the southern part is wider and has a quarry and a rectangular depression, 2,80 x 2m.
and 0.10 cm. deep dug on the surface. In the cenire of this depression are two circular
cavities. It is accessible from the east through steps beside which are carved Thamudic
inscriptions.

Hill B shows remains of buildings located on its summit on which the elements of a
massive wall are preserved. The buildings on the east flank are associated with rock-cut
elements such as steps and holes. The west flank shows structures visible on the ground as

well as accumulation of debris reaching 5 m. in height.
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Savignac visited the site? It should be noted that the Fathers identified dwellings west of the
railway station’?®, It is therefore not impossible that the ancient oasis was included into the
settlement and that it was protected by the same enclosure. Note that the northwest sector of

the city contains a well and some modern gardens.

It is impossible to determine how dense the settlement was. We do not know, for
instance, what lies beneath the surface in the large areas covered with sand accumulations and

often also with bushes.

The 2002 survey revealed, mainly in the west half of the settlement, remains of several
buildings built with stones and mudbricks. They are least viailble in the southwestern corner,
where the oasis seems to have occupied a large part of the available space, than that in the

northwest.

Obviously, the ancient city of Hegra, or at least the arcas which depended on the city
extented much beyond the settlement area itself and included various necropoli. The
extension of later increases considerably the dimenstions of the site. but this should not
necessarily be taken as reflecting the importance of the c¢ity in antiquity. Indeed, it can be
explained by the fact that the owners of the tombs had to tind rock cliffs suitable to the sort of
tomb they wanted to built.

To close the chapter on the settlement, we will briefly describe the building remains

which have been observed outside the limits drawn by the city wall. These are:

A few sandstone blocks lying on the surface about 200m northeast of the oriental part of
city wall but have no identifiable structure associated with them; A very low hill, 15 m. in
diamerer, on which lies the Nabataean capital. It is located about 50m northwest of a hill
south of the jebel Ithlib which bears the name “Stees et graf.” on Jaussen and Savignac’s
general map of Medain Salih®” (plate 9.9 f).

Architectural elements, such as column drums and bases, have been found in a sandy area
southwest of jebel Ithlib™!).

Buildings and functions:

In the settlement area, the visible remains follows a grid. At this stage it is not possible to
say whether this organisation is limited to individual buildings or whether it is valid for the
settlement as a whole, thus attesting the existence of urban quarters. Three structures, which
seem to be independant from each other, have been identified roughly 120 m. south of the

central excavated area. They are 10 to 15 m. long 6 to 7 m. wide, and are apparently

(29) Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, vol 1 133,
(309 Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, vol. [: pl. 1L
{31y UTMN 2962565 - UTME 01396848, A column base. diameter 0.75m. as well as colu



ATLAL 1 8, PART 3 Report on the Saudi-French Archaeolgical Project, Meda’in Safih 75

3- areas with fine deposits of clay and stratified layers. These are flat and smooth and
carried there by running water into depressions (Qaa). The origin of these deposits
may partly be the mudbrick buildings which have collapsed.

The first two categories do not, normally, bear traces of human occupation. The third one
contains an indirect evidence of human occupation: the building material has been disturbed
by erosion and re-deposited.

The following types are characterized by various human activities and apparenly less

altered:

4~ Areas characterized by the presence of artefacts: sherds, glass, millstones (plate 9.12d).

stone basins (plate 9.21¢) metal objects and coins.

5- Areas which contain building material which is not in situ, usually mixed with the
above mentioned artefacts. When they are in contact with types 1 to 3, they can be

identified by their texture since the mudbricks are always clearly recognisable.

6- Areas which contain building material in situ. This could be in the form of blocks
assembled together or simply alignments revealed by the relief or by the texture of the ground

surface. The state of preservation of these traces varies.

Other vriations may be defined by further exploration. When complemented by a
geomorphologica study, the analysis of the types of surfaces will be extended to the whole
area covered by the settlement. Among other things, it will be necessary to trace and explain

the profile of the natural rock, which appears at different levels.

For example, the outcrops above the surface in the west and southeast parts of the site
appeared at 2 or 3 m. below the present ground level around the area which has been
excavated and is covered with a 6 to 7m. thick alluvium layer in the cultivated are in the

southwest.

A more systematic survey, as well as geomorphological study, will help determine the
distribution and the density of the site occupation. In this perspective, it should be
remembered that layers of types 1 and 3 can hide structures where as the others normally
leave ancient remains apparent. The absence of such remains in layers 2,4.5 and 6 is therefore
signifieant.

The extension and periphery of the city.

When mesured from the line of the city wall, the extension of the city reaches about 50
hactres. This makes the settlement of Hegra relatively large in size, because the city wall is

not visible on the west, the west limit of the settlement is not known, Did the ancient city

include the gardens cultivated around the wells which were still in use when Jaussen and
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the southeast section (perhaps near a door), and the other was made east of hill A, crossed by
the city wall in its southern section. They revealed a mudbrick wall with towers and
buttresses2”). The first sounding showed the existence of a wall carefully built with white
sandstone blocks. It could have been the outside face of the wall built with mud bricks
preserved in this area up o 0.80m In the second sounding, the mudbrick wall is about 2m

thick and is preserved up to 1 m.

The remains along the east section of the wall show the presence of small towers or
buttressess abutting the wall, square or rectangular, separated by a 35 to 40 m interval. On the
north-south section of the wall, the southernmost tower is made of 0.75 m thick walls built
with fine sandstone blocks. It is 4,20 m wide and is linked to the city wall by a wall 2.50 m

long.

A more impressive, artificial outcrop, located near the intersction of the metallic modern
fences, east of hill A, could be interpreted as the remains of a tower. This is also the case of

the soil accumulation visible at various points of the city wall.
The settlement area

The study of the area lying within the city wall began in 2002. As mentioned above, it
was done through both an archaeological and a geophysical survey, these studies will be
analysied . Then, a geomorphological study of the area will be conducted. In this preliminary
report, we can only describe some of the features visible on the ground that Jaussen and
Savignac had noticed, particularly in the southern part of the settlement, west of hills A and
B, small mounds which contained pottery fragments, small quantities of glass and sometimes
also iron or copper elements. They have also mentioned the presence of building material in

the form of small stone blocks?%).

The 2002 season did not last long enough to undertake a systematic and thorough
exploration of the settlement. However, most of the visible structures have been plotted on the
map, and this provides a general idea on how the space was organised (plate 9.18). Moreover,
the identification of six types of layers helps determining the archaeological potential of

various areas. These are:
1- areas characterized by wind-blown sand deposits, often covered with bushes. It is
possible that both the sand and bushes covered other types of surface (plate 9.2} a).
3. areas where the rock rises to the surface and are identified by dark, hard and breakable

soil. These are often broken into dark grey fragments (plate 9.21 b).

(27) Al-Talhi 1996: 28.
(28) Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, vol. T: 131,
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1- This wall runs westward up to a second hill (hill B), probably the one about which
Jaussen an Savignac wrote “Ruines, citadelle”’@5- On the summit and on the west flank of
the later hill, there is large quantity of building material, as well as sections of walls in situ
(plate 9.19 d). The IGN map shows an interruption of the wall which is more difficult to
follow on the ground. It continues westwards for about 140m. A further section of the wall,
built in masonry and tuming to the northwest, was noticed in 2002. After this, the wall
disappears in an area which bears traces of cultivation and is oriented in a north-south
direction. Both the farming and the works associated with the building of the railway have
turned the area upside down and have obliterated the city wall. Jaussen and Savignac,
mentioned the activities of the military who used stones of the wall in the construction of the
railway station®®. 1In 2001, Jean-Claude Bessac identified a ballast quarry in the hill lying
northwest of Qasr as-Sani’.

From hills A and B, the city wall can be followed northeastward for almost 600m. It is
visible on the aerial photographs and is marked by a relief sign and different in colour from
the ground (plate 9.19 e). After this long and straight section, it turns abruptly northward and
follows a north south orientation for about 150m. It should be noted that the angle itself is

obliterated by the accumulation of sand.

At the end of this 150m section, the wall turns to northwest. The folowing section is less
visible than the others and was not represented on the 1979 map. It appears as a line going to
the northwest which is visibe on the aerial photographs and corresponds roughly to one of the
modern tracks which cross the site at this point. This line is visible up to Marbat al-Hisan,
beyond which it continues northwest. It is probable that stones and very eroded outcrops
noticed in this area belong to it. Ten meters northeast of Marbat al-Hisan, an interruption in
the city wall seems to be flanked by two small outcrops, could they be the traces of towers?
Further west, the trace of the wall is lost but it seems to arrive to a small tel similar to the one
which has been noticed on the east section of the city wall (see above). After this “tel”, a new
section, about 130 m long, composed of mud bricks is visible both on the field and on the
aerial photographs. As it goes backward towards scuthwest, it could be the point where the
city wall turns down to join the south section. From then on, the railway station has disturbed

all the archaeological remains.

As mentioned above, two soundings were made in 1990 by the Department of Antiquities
and Museums in the southeastern part of the city wall. One was a trench cut in the middle of

(25) Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, vol. I: pl. HI.
{26)Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, vol_ I: 302, A sundial and coins werc fornd during these works (ibidem; 302 - 304, fig, 113 and Heal-
ey 1989.
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covered by natural vegetation which is more abundant there than in other areas, It is also
partly cultivated, as evidenced by a few palm trees, well preserved mudbrick buildings , wells
and irrigation canals. Some of these might be the traces of the attempt made by the inhabitants
of Tayma, at the end of the XIXe century. to exploit this land''. 1t is true that this attempt
was focused on the village of al-Hijr, to the north, between Qasr al-Farid and the railway
station, but it probably extended to area where ground water was accessible through wells.
some of these are still visible®?. Some of the large circular wells, partly cut in the rock and
partly jacketed by stone blocks (among which are reused stones) have recently been cleaned
showing that they have been used recently, Two of these wells, at least, were dug in the urban
settlement (plate 9.19 ¢). When Jaussen and Savignac visited the site in 1907, ground water
was less than ten meters below the surface21. 1t should be noted that the west part of the sitc

benefits from a subterranean water flow running from north to south.
The limits of the settlement

Rock-cut tombs were built in most of the hills which surround the setilement area. If we
asume, as a working hypothesis, that the space devoted to the deceased was separated from
the residential area, the hills containing the tombs can be considered as marking the extreme
limit of the settlement arca. Although tombs can be found very close to the city, as is in jebel
al-Ahmar area (C tombs), they are always located out side the city wall. To the west, the cliff
in which tombs IGN 50 to 534 are carved, northwest of Bir al-Janid, marks a limit which is less
than two hundred meters from the settlement.

The city wall

Jaussen and Savignac noticed the remains of a city wall?2" some sections of which have
been identified and mapped on the IGN map in 1979 (plate 9.20). An archaeological survey,
undertaken in 1966 by ‘Adil ‘Ayyash, from the Department of Antiquities, confirmed the
existence of a city wall surrounding the residential area, five to six hundred meters in
diameter, built by mudbricks on stone foundations and protected by square shaped towers,
one of which is well preserved‘zj’). Finally, soundings (1990) uncovered portions of this wall
and revealed its structure!>. As it is represented on the IGN map. the city wall is recorded
under Hill A.

{19) Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914 vol. [ 133

(20) These wells huve recently been cleuaned out. thus revealing a large quaniity of pottery. The numbering and mapping of the wells is still
10 be done. An unpublished Greek inseription was found in 2007 in one of the wells. [t should be noted that this inscription is not the
same as the one. also found in association with a well, which was published. with a photograph, by (3, Bowersock in 19712230, pl. 14

(21 Jaussen and Savignac 1609 - 1914 vol, [: 133,

(22) Jaussen und Savignac 1909 - 1914 vol [: 132

(23) This survey is mentioned in Winnet 2t Reed 1970: 179 - 180

(243 Al-Talhi 1996: 27-28. Tow soundings. one in the south section of the city-wall. 8 x 8m. and one in (he east section. wery made.
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indication on their use in Antiquity.

On the summit of the hill, there is a large quantity of sandstone pebbles or fragments of
pebbles which are not the result of natural disintegration of rocks but are of an anthripic
origin. Some of them seem to be fragments of covering slabs. A close examination of the
tombs showed that there were, along the internal side walls stones lying on their edges which
are apparently in situ. Moreover, fragments of slabs have been found in their falling position
inside the tomb itself (plate 9.19 a). The stones were probably part of the funerary structures
which were partly cut and possibly brought from the nearby quarry ¢hill 1). It is not possible
to say anything about the exact way these tombs were covered, particularly the way the slabs
were laid down and their relationship with the stones lying on their edges. A few tombs still
contain bones and pottery sherds, The presence of 300 tombs in such a limited perimenter and
in an area very close to the religious monuments of Jebel [thlib is very significant, it will be
importnat to know the reason of this large concentration of tombs in a small area, its purpose

and motivation.
The settlement of Hegra:
Introduction

In 2002, the fieldwork was extended to the urban settlement. Research on this part of the
site was undertaken through observation of the aerial photographs, followed by a preliminary
survey undertaken in a limited area of the settlement {plate 9.18).

Jaussen and Savignac had aready noticed the presence of “ruins apparently insignificant
which must indicate the size of the ancient city”. They interpreted these as part of one of the
settlements which was formerly inhabited!! 7. There is no doubt, therefore, that the Dominican
fathers had perceived the importance of the ruins which lie between Qasr al-Bint to the east,
jebel al-Ahmar (hill C of Jaussen ans Savignac) to the south and the hill which bears tombs
IGN no. 50 to 54, northwest of Bir al Janid (Plate 6.1). This is, indeed, the location of the
ancient settlement of Hegra, Four seasons of archazological excavations were undertaken
between 1986 and 1990 by the Department of Antiquities and Museum:s. They revealed
clements of residential buildings in the southeastern part of the city wall (plate 9.19 b). The
results of these excavations have been published in At/alt!8),

The settlement

The scttlement lies in a relatively flat and open area surrounded by stone hills which are
apart from each other and do not cause problem in movement. The only high and large
mountain is Jebel Ithlib located northeast of the settlement. The western part of the latter is

(17) Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, vo. I: 131, 302
(18} Al-Tbrahim and Al-Talhj 1989; Al-Taihi 1996; A-Taihi, Al-Thrahim, Mursi 1988: Siraj “Al 1990.
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is attached to the tail of a camel and another camel is carved further to the left. We thus have
a sequence of camel, camel and bull and bull, the camels looking left and the bulls being head

to head, looking in opposite direction. Under the left bull, Theos is written in Greek letters.

It is interesing to note that almost all Greek graffiti from Madin Salih come from hills
1th69-77 and 1th79, which are not far from each other. Was there a passage or 2 garmson

stationed not far from them?
Jabal Tthlib necropolis:

West of jebel Ithlib, threr are several small sandstone hills (plate 9 a, 9.16). A close
examination of the arial photographs shows that the summit of the lowest hills pressents a
Jarge quantity of pit tombs. The highest hills, numbered A and C on the map, present steep
rock faces and do not seem to have been occoupied, Only a few tombs have been carved at
the foot of the suth face of hill A. Hill B {(35m x 40m). south of hill A, quick look at the
remains allowed us to count 60 to 70 (ombs. East of hill D, the small hill E contains roughly
15 tombs. The small extension south of it. hill F, contains another ten, On hill G there is a
quarry and few tombs. Only the largest of these hills, hill H. has been studied in detail 1
2002 (plate 9.17). Tt is 80 x 55m and is about 20m above the surrounding ground level. 163
pit tombs have been recorded here. They lie on both the summit and two intermediate
terraces, on the south and cast flanks and on the northwest flank. South of hill H, hill 1
contains a quarry but no trace of tomb. Finally, five tombs have been noticed at the toot of the
east face of the hill in an area where the rock is visible (they have not heen numberd) and at
the foot of the west flank of jebel Ithlib, about 70m east of hill H. there are ten or 50 pit tombs

(not numbered).

Elsewhere. around the bill, the field is covered by large sand accumulations. 1t 1s possible

that this necropolis extended on the surrounding rock surfaces, now covered with sand.

The presence of an 1mportant necropolis, containing at least 300 tombs, raises several
questions. First, the tombs surveyed the summit of hill (H) are very different from those known
from Petra, Indeed, they are not deep enough to allow for a body t0 be buried in them directly
and they cannot have been covered by stone slabs resting on their edges (plate 9.15 ). During
the 2001 season, J. -M. Dentzer had already noticed the presence of such tombs in Medain
Salih, mainly in the vicinity of monumental facades''®. Several interpretations about their use
are suggested: places for secondary inhumation, places for ritual, exposure of the body etc.

According to J.- Cl. Bessac, who saw these tombs in 2001, the shallowness of these

tombs is not due to erosion. The fact that the tombs of hill H were less disrupted gives some

(163 It would be interestin o see whether the funcrary chambers of the menumental tombs in front of which these pit tombs are carved were

full of funerary structures oF 1ot
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other one, more interesting, is a whole complex accessible from the lower platfrom through
rock-cut steps, it forms a small terrace on which there are several rock-cut features (plate 9.14
b) a sort of seat (plate 9.14 a), a hole with a ledge below the surface (plate 9.14 ¢) and various
elements cut in the rock, the Interpretation of which is not possible,

To the archaeological structures described above should be added some epigraphic
discoveries. The most important one consists of several unpublished Greek graffiti, which are
traced, not far from each other, on the northeast face of the main hill. They have only been

photographed in 2002 and were properly copied in 2003.

Two of them mention soldiers from the Ala Gaetulorum (plate 9.14 d, e), known from
other Greek inscriptions located at the third hill, Ith79 (see below).

Ith78 has also revealed several new Nabatacan inscriptions. On the east face, there are
three texts, carved amongst rock-drawings representing camels (plate 9.14 f). The first one,
middle left in the photograph, reads dkyr zyd’thy br kydw / btb. The second one, middle right in
the photograph, reads glvhw. The third one . just below the second one, reads probably
{’tpkiw. On the west face, and to the right of Ith72, there are several Nabataean inscripions,
one of which reads §tm ‘bdbrit qntrivn (plates 9.15 a, b). This is an interesting graffito since it
gives the name of a previously unknown centurio, the second in the Nabataean realm after the
owner of tomb IGN 64 in Hegra, ¥d’thy, gntryn’® of JSNab 31. Note wn’ is written in this new
inscription, instead of yn” in JSNab 31.

This second hill is certainly the most interesting of the three which are described here. It
was known as bearing a few interesting niches on its west flank but it now appears as a sort of
small high place, where the members of a small symposium could meet, It should perhaps be
pointed out that the number of small niches which are carved on the way to the top reaches
twelve (Ith77a-1), a figure which can be paralieied to the thirteen members of the Nabataean

symposia mentioned by Strabo (XV1.4.26).
The “Greek Graffiti et autres” hill, Tth79:

The third hill, (Ith79), lies to the southwest of (Ith78) (plate 9.1 a). We have visited it
quickly in 2002, making a few photographs of the inscriptions which are carved on its flanks,
No archaeological structures were noticed but future exploration may reveal some. One the
west flank, there are several Greek Graffiti, which were recorded by Jaussen ans Savignac:
ISGreek 14, 15 and 17. The author of the first was a soldier from the Ala Gaetulorum whose
name is too faint to be read (plate 9.15 ¢). On the east flank, there is one Greek text, ISGreek
16 (plate 9.15 d) and several Lihyanite inscriptions, among which JSLi 6. The other Lihyanite
texts seem to be unpublished. To the left of JSGreek 16, there is also an intersting
rock-drawing (plate 9.15 e) representing two bulls, face to face. To the left, the tail of the bull
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(4) Double holes with betyl: Tth77¢, | (plates 9.12 4, 9.13 a).

There are seven empty niches, and four niches containing a betyl. Among the empty
ones, two have a smaller hole on one side of the large hole. and the same 1s true of the niches
with a betyl. Thus, four niches have a secondary hole, which was most probably used for

libations during ceremonies.

Within these types, there are some variations: in type 2. the small hole in Ith77k 1s
protruding from the corners on the larger hole’s side, two small channels from which excess
liquid, probably from libations, could be evacuated neatly (plate 9.13 ¢). In type 3, the flat
betyl can be cut either in the middle of the rectangular hole surrounded by a channel, as in
Ith77c.d,l, or be attached to one side of the hole, thus being surrouned by a channel only on
three of their sides, as in Ith 771.

These eleven monuments from groups. 1th77b and ¢ are carved at the south end of the
lower platform, Ith77g,h.i are carved on an intermediate terrace below the summit. Finally,
Ith77k and I, are carved on the summit of the hill.

One could object to this interpreation that these holes were made only to emboid movable
structures and were not meant to be horizontal niches. This 15 possibly true of the empty
holes, which received probably, on certain occasions, portable betyls displayed either
horizontally or vertically, However, the disposition of these monuments and the presence of
cups for libations in the form of betyls, are good arguments for interpreting the whole series
as horizontal niches, the equivalent of the numerous ones in Madin Salih and bundreds of
Petra. This is even clearer when we realise that these niches are placed along the way to the
summit of the main hill, on top of which is carved a simall open air triclinium (Ith77m). They
form 4 miniature processional way and were probably dug by the members of the symposia
who met in the triclinium. Finally, why should the Nabataeans have cut monuments only on
vertical surfaces? Tn this particular case, there were not very many vertical surfaces available
and the rock was of poor quality. Tt is why there was only one niche cut vertically, Tth77]

(plate 9.12 ). The easiest solution for them was therefore to cut monuments in the flat areas.

The triclinium Tth77m (plates 9.13 b, d) has three benches, cut 0.16m above the ceniral
floor. The lateral benches are 3.44m long and the one at the back only 0.94m. The north
bench has a 0,.30m recess. 2,70m east of the triclinium, a small hole, 14x21 ¢m and 10 ¢m
deep. has been cut in the rock. Finally, there is a (natural?) semicircular irregular bench, 23cm
high, at the west end of the triclinium.

The description of the structures on this hill would not be complete if we do not mention
the following structures. One is a rather non significant sort of bench, 14 cm high, with two

rectangular holes above it and two other holes a little further (Ith 77n,) (plate 9,13 e). The
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interpretation. The main problem with it is the possible funerary character of the secondary
chamber. Could it be a later addition? The best solution to determine the function of this

monument, would probably to clear it from the sand deposits it still contains.
The “steles et gruf.” hill, Ith69 - 77, the “high place”:

This hill is located southeast of Ith78. Tt is roughly 100m long from north to south and
70m from east to west, It is composed of three parts (plate 9.7 a): a main large hill to the north
which is highr than the others, a shorter and lower platform connected to its southeast flank,
and small hill south of both. The top of the main hill slopes gently from south to north, where
it reaches the surrounding ground level (plate 9.7 b). Several niches have been cut on the west
flank of the hill overlooking the settlement of Hegra!> but there are also other interesting
featutes on top of the hill (Ith77a-0), which seem to have been missed by previous visitors to

the site,

In the middle of the west face of the hill are carved six rock-cut elements, four of which
have been recorded by Jaussen and Savignac. Starting from the north, the first one is a basin,
Ith69, 1.22m high, 1,28m wide and 0.63m deep (from front to back) at the bottom for
Ith69-72, see (plates 9.7 ¢, 9.8). It has a semi-circular top and it contains two betyls of
unequal size, the larger on the left. The last one, Ith 74, rests also on a 0,73m high base and
contains four betyls (plates 9.1 a, 9.9 ¢): two in the back wall of the niche, and one on each

side wall. This is the only known Nabataean niche containing betyls in the side walls.

Four meters to the right of Ith74, a rock-drawing represents a sort of grid with
criss-crossing horizontal and vertical lines (plate 9.9 d). Further south, on the west flank of
the small hill, we have noticed rock-drawings of camels. Finally, some distance of the hill, on
the west, there are, well visible, traces of a large structure built in masonry, the funcion of

which remains undetermined (plate 9.9 f),

A small gully and a few rock-cut steps give access to the lower platform, at the south end
of which, on the flat surface of the rock, are carved what we have interpreted as horizontal
niches, that is niches cut in a flat rather than a vertical surface of rock, a kind of structure

attested, to our knowledge, newhere else in Hegra or Petra.

There are eleven niches on this hill, conisting of four types (plates 9.10, 9.11). These are

arranged from the simplest to the most elaborate, are the following:
(1) Empty holes: Ith77a, e, g, h, i (plates 9.12 c. ¢).
(2) Double empty holes, one larger than the other: Ith77b, k, (plate 9.12 a,9.13 a)
(3) Hole with betyl: (plate 9.12 b. d).

(15) That is Ith70, 1th71, Ith73 and Ith74. See Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, vol. 1: 432 - 434, figs 223 - 224,
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of niche no. 4 and the fact that it contains a recess, made it prominet in the chamber.

(Ith 78) contains three graffiti, JSNab 159-161. JSNab 159, carved in the back wall
between niche no.7 and at the back of left comer, reads smm §‘d’thy / XX [1Jhprky® by Jaussen
and Savignac (plate 9.5 d and 9.6). In fact, an examination of the inscription shows that the
text is much better, and more simple. As for the date, it is possible to read XX if we compare
it with figure “20* as written in JSNab 2702 but a reading {XX thjprky® would fit better with
what is visible in situ. Thus, therc is no mention of a statue and the question of its form.
identity of the person or god represented are irrelevant. Inscription JSNab 160 adn 161 are
carved on the west (right) wall of the room. According to Jaussen and Savignac, these arc

ordinary signatures but these were not seen in 2002.

The roof of the rock in which the room is cut is casily accessible through natural (?)
steps. It contains installations which have already been mentioned, but not described, by I.
Healey(!?). These consist of two groups of small circular holes, most of the holes are linked
by a small canal. The diameter of the holes n the larger group is 18cm, and the whole
installation is about 1m long (plate 9.5 e). Diameter of the holes in the smaller group varies
from 5cm to 8 em and the instalation is about 73 cm long (plate 9.5 f). These installations can

be interpreted in many ways but the simplest is to propose receptacles for libations.

(Ith 78) has no known parallels in Hegra or Petra. Had it come from Petra, it would have
been attributed to the type “chamber with multiple niches”, that is a chamber with more than

three or four empty niches on its walls.

There are eleven such chambers in Petra, that contain six to twelve niches. The size of the
Petra niches is however much more homogenous, in each room, than it is in Ith78. Tt varies
from 0.40 to 0,65 in width and can reach 1.20 m in height*¥. In Petra, these rooms have not

been interpreted as sanctuaries but as domestic structures.

The reason for this is: the absence of any trace of betyl, altar or other religious elements
inside the chambers and its similarity to domestic areas such as the Siyyagh, the wadi ad-Deir
and the south part of the Deir plateau. In Hegra, [th78 1s built in an isolated rock, closer to the
religious area than to the settlement or the tombs. In this respect, the context, as pointed out
by R. Wenning, is more likely to be of religions character. Moreover, the presence of three

niches with a prominent position and the recess in two of them are evidnce of a religious

1996: 267 and Healey 1986: 113,

{12) See photograph in Healey 1993 H27.

(13) Healey 1986: 113

(14} This is based on some of the niches only because detatled description are available for dix chambers out of the twelve.

These chambers are: Brunnow no, 188, 245, 712, Dalman no. 387, 388, 472 and unpublished monuments D 21 and [322 frem the Deir pla-
teau. WDS8 from the wadi ad Deir). Sy72 from the waddi Siyyagh
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must be completed. It is indeed meaningless to publish a monument dedicated to a particular

deity without an inscription associated with it.
The hills south of jabal 1thlib:

Jaussen and Savignac have noticed and described, south of jebel Ithib, three small rocky
hills which contain archaeological and epigraphic remains. They form a diagonal line from
the northwest to the southeast and are named in the Mission “Sanctuaire?”, “steles et graf.”
and “Grafs grece et autres” respectively® (plate 9.1 a). Since they are confusing(!?), we have

given them new numbers, names and discussed them briefly here.
The “sanctuary”/ Qasr al-Ajuz/ [th78

As it appeared without a number on IGN map no. 10, the “sanctuary”, locally known as
Qasr al-Ajuz, has been given a new number Ith78 (plate 9,4 b). Since Jaussen and Savignac, it
has been briefly described by J. Healey and R. Werning!!!» both interpreted it as a religious
monument. It was sketchd and planned by J-P. Braun in 2001 (plate 9,4 ¢) who visited it
again in 2002, The room measures 4,70m wide, 8,20 long and 1.90m high and the floor is
covered with a thick layer of sand. The ancient occupation level is probably much lower. In
the back right comer, it contains a secondary chamber, ( 1.90x1.50m), in the right wall of
which, almost one meter above the floor, is a recess, 1,50m wide, 0.53m high and 0.35 m
deep (plate 9.4 d). This recess is best compared with the type of funerary structures named
“caisson” in the report of 2001 season, published in Atlal. Therefore, unless another
explanation is given, one can assume that the secondary chamber was used as a funerary
chamber. The main room contains eight niches, two on the right wall (plate 9.5 b), five on the
back wall (plate 9.5 a) and one on the left wall (plate 9,5 ¢}. The niches have been numbered
on the plan and their dimensions are as follows : (width x height x depth, in cm):
1=70x57x30;  2=93x84x28; 3=34x86x20; 4=94x84x26: 5=51x17x9; 6=33x62x27;
7=22x32x7; 8=95x86x28. The bottom part of the back wall of niche no. 4 contains a recess,
38x 10 x 3 cm. The same is true about the floor of niche no.6 which contains a hole, 15¢m
wide at the front and 17cm at the back, 11 ¢cm long and 2 ¢m deep. These recesses would be
useless if they were not meant to serve as containers for movable objects, possiby a betyl in
the case of niche no. 6. As for the recess in niche no.4, it is too wide to have contained a
rectangular betyl. It is worth noting that niches no, 2,4 and 8 have the same shape and size
and are placed ronghly in the middle of each wall. This is probably intentional but there is no

way of knowing whether that means the other niches were made at a later date. The position

{9) Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, val. [: pl.111.
(10) Only one of them, [th78. appears on the IGN aerial photographs.
(11} Juussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, vol. 1:432m photo tig, 222, vol, 11: 103, plan figm 45 and photo Atlas. pl. LV. See also Wenning
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density of monuments is the highest in the immediate vicinity of the Diwan and in the gorge.
Inside Ithlib small open air triclinia were associated with the niches which were far from
Diwan. This is the case, for example. in the small sanctuary 1th31-54, at the foot of which 1s a

triclinium internal space of which is unfortunately filled with sand (plate 9.4 a).

One can also speculate about the relationship between jebel ithlib as a whole and the rest
of the site of Hegra: was the jabal Ithlib the religious center of the city. the remains of which
are visible in the central part of the site or was it an area where foreigners or people passing
through Hegra carried out their religious cermonies? The answer (o this question s more
difficult while, its implications for understanding the site is more important. The location of
unfinished niches and inscriptions on them say that so-and-so has taken possession of this
place™, some of which are not associated with a particular monument, gives the impression.
that people were just passing through Jebel lthiib, ordering to built a religious monument and
Jeaving their signature as a proof of their presence in the area. This raises again the question
of the status of Hegra: was 1t a caravan station? that is, a camping station or a “rest stop™, or
was it a real city with a large sedentary population? Or are both scenarios possible 7 Why, for
instance, there is not a large rock-cut sanctuary, like the High Place and Dayr in Petra? These
questions have to be considered seriously taking into account all possible parameters. It is too
soon to draw final conclusions from the results of the geophysical survey, but the hypothesis
derived from the analysis of the monuments at Jabal Tthlib. as well as the analysis of the data

related to the monumental tombs must be taken nfo account.
The Nabataean Inscriptions at Jabal Ithlib:

For the first time since the begining of our work in Medain Saleh. special attention could
be given to the Nabataean inscriptions. It has been considered that the most urgent task. in the
limited time we had, was to determine which inscriptions had been recorded by Jaussen and
Savignac and which had not, in order to estimate the amount of work which remains to be
done. Therefore, a list of eighty-four “epigraphic points™ was cstablished on the basis of the
catalogue published by the Mission. Each point is composed of one or several inscriptions
which are carved in the same place (beside a niche, on a rock face. etc.). One of these.
twenty-eight come from Jabal lthlib arca. while eighteen were rediscovered which werc
documentd, photographed and described. as a preparatory work for further recording with
hand copies and detailed photographs. This preliminary survey showed that quite a large
number of inscriptions have not been recorded by Jaussen and Savignac. whose publication
appears more as a selection of texts than a comprehensive catalogue.

Tt is very important that & proper recording of all the Nabataean inscriptions from the site

(%} In Hegra, not just in the Jehel Ithiib, these are JSNub 21, 411, 43, 54, 56, 58, 59,83, 100 119, 120,
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long, 0,14 m wide and less than 0.10m deep, is carved into the ground of the bench and in the
middle and against the back wall of the main cut. 1,50 m above the bottom of the bench, there
1s a Nabaean inscription, JSNab 72 (plate 9.3 a.c), the meaing of which is, according to
JSNab, &lgwm Ihfy), possibly $v“lgwm °1/h*}, that is « Say*algawm the g{ud} » It is therefore,
certain that Ith4 was not recorded by Jaussen and Savignac and JSNab 72 was associated by
them to a neighbouring niche, 1thS, is decorated and appeared to them more significant(?),
Moreover, the inscription which is associated with it is not JSNab 72 but JSNab 73, a simple
graffito, an individual’ signature. This example, and there are many others, shows that the
lack of detail in Jaussen and Savigac’s descriptions could be misleading. The new data
collected in the field thus allows us not only to complete the available data but also to
understand the religious practices of the Nabataeans. Indeed, an oratory, or small outside
shrine defined by one or several niches, allow academics to study how religious cults were
performed in Median Saleh. It is becoming clear that the gorge of Jebel Ithlib and its
immediate surroundings were visited by groups of persons who came there in order to carve
or have carved for them, an oratory, the form of which vary, presumably, according to their
origin, state or wealth. These oratories were devoted to a particular god, symbolized by a
betyl carved in the rock- permanent- or by a portable betyl, which was placed in a niche on
certain occasions, may be on a single occasion, Unlike Petra, where most sanctuaries are
unepigraphic, several of these oratories are associated with one or several Nabataean
inscriptions. These inscriptions either identify the monument, mentioning the name of the
deity, or give the names of those who came to worship it, or both. In their content, and also in
their form- some are simple graffiti while others are clear] y the work of professional engraver.
These inscriptions, their possible relationship with archaeological remains, their location, and
the question of whether or not they are grouped together, is an important source of
mformation on the practice of the cult and on the population who was involved in it. Was this
population indentical, at least in parts, to that appeared in the tomb inscriptions? This is an
intersting question which can be answered only after a systematic recordingand synthesis of

the inscriptions from lthlib.

Before turning to the epigraphic survey of Ithlib (see below), let us present some of the
questions and speculations raised by the nature of the monuments and by their distribution on
the site. What is the relationship between various niches and small sanctuaries of both the Siq,
inside Ithiib and the Diwan at the entrance? Was the Diwan rented by those who visited the
shrines in Ithlib? Did it belong to one dominant family or group? The distribution of the

monuments imside jabal Ithib gives some clues to answer this question (plate 9.3 D). The

t7) Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1914, val, 1+ 415, fig. 204,
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Fathers Jaussen and Savignac in 1907, 1909 and 1910. They described. in more or less detail,
numerous rock-cut monuments, and included both photographs and drawings of some of
them. The map they pub]ished(3) is however very crude and covers only the Siq area of the
Jebel, J. Healey and R. Wenning made two valuable contributions to our knowledge't on this
area. R, Wwnning, in particular, described ceveral monuments and proposed interpretations

for some of the sanctuaries, deities, Symposia, etc.

Two members of the 2002 Madain Saleh team. Laurent Tholbecq and Laila Nehme.
undertook a systematic exploration of west Ithiib and of the isolated hills south of it (plate
9.1 a). East Ithlib was also explored, though in less detail. The later revealed, as one might
expect, only a few rock-drawings and both North Arabian and Nabataean graffiti. The human
occupation in this area, which lies mostly outside the modern fence which surrounds the site,

appears to be ephemeral since no settleiment or even rock-cut monuments were found.
The survey of Jabal Ithlib:

The systematic exploration of Jebel Ithilib resulted in the recording of ninety-six
monuments, among which sixty-five are unpublished™). The material pablished by the
Jaussen and Savignac's Mission was considerably rich and included several photographs and
a sketch showing the dimensions for ecach monument (plate 9.2). Moreover, the monuments
have been systematically documented. either on the TGN maps or in the form of acrial
photographs, now available both in print and in digital format, Where it was not possible,
GPS measures were taken. One should be aware of the fact that unfortunately, both 175, 000
aerial photographs and 1/1, 000 maps from the IGN do not cover all the archaeologically
interesting area of lthilib. The Median Saleh project has therefore ordered a satellite image

which shall cover an area wider than the aerial photographs‘m.

Tt was normal that Jaussen and Savignacs tirst exploration of Medain Saleh left out those
monuments which were the least spectacular and concentrated their efforts on- the most
impressive ones, leaving non decorated niches, simple rock-cut rooms and other features
unrecorded. One example, taken from the entrance of the Diwan gorge, illustrates however.
the need to take into account all the remains of this area, both archaeological and epigraphic.
This is the only way one can understand how this group of small sanctuaries functioned

during the Nabataean Period.

On the rock which faces the Diwan, 1 m. above ground level, there is a simple cut in the

rock, 1,30m wide, about | m high and 0.60m deep (plate 9.3 b). A rectangular hole, 0,80m

{3y Jaussen and Savignac 1909 - 1913, vol. |: 409,

{4) Healey 19862 112- 113.PL. 109: Wenning 1996: 239 - 267

{3) They have been given a mamber made ol the injtals Lth tor Lihlib. folowed by a number. The whole catadogue of the monuments will be
pulbished in the atlus of the jebel Tthlib,

(6) Quick Bird 8x8 km image. w ith & 0 60m resolution.



Report on the 2002, Second Season of the Saudi-French
Archaeolgical Project at Meda’in Saleh

J. M. Dentzer, A.Kermorvant, L. Nehme, L. Tholbeeq and H. Abu al-Hassan

The Meda’in Saleh survey season for 2002 ran from October the 5th through November
the 2nd. The team was composed of nine persons who were divided into three groups working
separately in the field. One of them worked in the Jabal Ithib area and recorded the religious
monuments; One person involved in the archacoogical survey of the settlement area in the
central part of the site; one undertook a geophysical survey of the same residential arcall.
Before presenting the preliminary results of this season, we would like to express our
gratitude to the members of the team, not only those who have already had the opportunity to
work in Medain saleh but also to those who contribute, in whatever manner, in the preparation
of field work, such as Rene Saupin, or in the recording of the data, such as Isabelle Sachet.
We would also like to thank all the participants of the Saudi-French Madain Saleh
archaeological project, whithout whom it would not have been possible to do the job. Their
scientific, diplomatic an financial support facilitated the project to work in very good
conditions. The use and interpretation of the data collected in the field is also greatly
facilitated by the efforts of various institutions and persons involved in this project. All of this
support helped to harmonize Saudi-French cooperation in archaeology, and to encourage

further development in this area(®.
THE FIELDWORK OPERATIONS:

The 2002 season marked a turning point in the Madain Saleh archaeological project.
Indeed, in 2001, the project was limited to the inventory and planning of the rock-out
monuments, nrainly the monumental tombs (see previous issue of Atlal), In 2002, this
inventory was extended to the religious monuments of Jebel Ithlib and surrounding hills. Also

in 2002, extensive research was undertaken in the ancient settlement.
Jabal Ithlib:
The area is located northeast of the site (plate 9.1). Tts best known monument is the

so-called Diwan, a banquet room carved at the entrance of a small gorge which has often been
compared, though in miniature, to the S1q of Petra. The Jabal Ithiib has been explored by

(1} Apart from the authors of this contribution. the participants were M. al-Mutlag, from the al-'Ula Museum, R. George and N. Thicbau, to-
pographers and A. Mercier. assistant geophysical surveyor.

(2) Other partners included are the following: the Division for Social Sciences and Archacology of the Ministry of Foreign Alfairs, Paris:
the Deputy Ministry for Anitiquities and Museums, Riyadh; the French Embassy in Riyadh; the Saudi Embassy in Paris: the archacologi-
cal Museum of al -'Ula; the firm OTY, Saint-Maurice, France: the Laboratoire cles etudes scmilijues anciennes, CNRS., Panis: the Maison
Rene Ginouves, CNRS, Nanterre: the network “Men, societies and cultures from the oases and deserts of Arabiz” of the Ministry of Re-
search, Paris: the Nagional Geographic Institute {IGN), Saint-Mande: the Specicl Schaol for Public engineering, Paris.
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Table 4. Points of Inscriptions in the Bi’r Hima/Yadama Area.
No. Place Name Latitude N | Longitude E “ﬁﬁg{ﬁg“
300 Khushayba 18.20.898 N 4437257 E 13
301 Entrance of Khushayba 18.29.360 N 44.37.520.E 1
305 Wadi Haba 18.29.302 N 44.36.440 E 3
310 Wadi Haba 18.29.720 N 44.37.346 E 1
314 Wadi Haba 18.29.260 N 44.36.087 E l
364 Farda Umm Khurg 18.14.247 N 3334676 E 3
367 Wadi Thu’ar/Qalta 18.26.836 N 44.28.846 E 2
376 Wadi Huqun 18.33.448 N 44.36.019 E 6
379 Gharaziyar 18.32.707 N 4436569 E ]
385 Hannaq al-Samma 18.22.372 N 44.33.396 E 3
386 Hannaq al-Samma 18.22.385 N 4433322 E 4
388 A Hill near ‘An Dhabah 18.17.623 N 4431616 E 1
Total 90
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Table 4. Points of Inscriptions in the Bi’r Hima/Yadama Area.
No. Place Name Latitude N Longitude B Ianf]rerttic?n
117 Bi'r Hima 18.14.962 N 4427107 E 6
118 Bi'r Hima 18.15.022.N 4427077 E 6
121 *An al-Jamal 18.17.816 N 44 30.880 E 7
125 “An D;d;ih 18.18.105.N 44 31.087 L 1
127 *An Dhabah 18.18.035 N 4431150 E 1
142 Abiszr .(;bar) Harima 18.25.649—1\774.29. l45 E | 1
143 Abiyar (Abar) Harima 18.25.613 N 4429192 E B 1
159 Shis a al-Ba'ijia 18.24. l?&— 4430.800 £ B 3
160 Shis a al-Ba'ijia 18.24.137 N 44 30,740 E |
167 Jabal Qara 18.22.585 N __74;;.3-()9 E— 3 h
i 170 thai éur; B o 18.24413N 44 30.859E i ! |
220 ﬁJaha! “An a]_—Nar'ama 18.37.068 N — 44.27:7;6.E—ﬁ—-71_7_
223 Zamzam I8 .3().3993\') 44.22.8462]3_ﬁgfl— |
225 _Zji—n_/;n_! ﬁESS.();lKN‘# 44.2;908 k _——i_
I [ [ E——
226 Zamzam 18.35.057 N 4422587 E 1
227 Zamzam 18.35.075T—;1.22.539 E | ! )
[ [ A —
228 Zamzam 1835041 N 4422522 K |
234 al-Qussar 18.25.467 N _;.32.476 E 2 )
264 Fara'id ~Atayaf _—18.3().3” N 44 31,378 K | )
267 Fara’ijl‘Atayaf B 18.30.1 lzr 4:3 1.897 EQ_JT_ ’
271 A Mountain near “An Dhabah 18.18.590 N 4431171 E | .
T _
201 A Hill with Thamudic/Kufic 18.29.899 N 4431378 E 5
293 A Hill with Thamudic/Kufic 18.29.897 Ny 4431323 E 3 B
298 Jabal al-Kawkab/Ghar al-Jul 18.32.289 N 4439463 E |
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Table 3. Points of Inscriptions in the Yanbu’ Area.

No. Il}?ﬁﬁ}pbté?n Latitude N Longitude E | Number Place Name
79 MThLh 001 24.50.354 38 24.891 5 Muthallath
80 MThLh 001 24.50.295 38.24.873 | Muthallath
81 MThLh 001 24.50.300 38.24.842 | Muthallath
82 MThLh 001 24.50.289 38.24.838 3 Muthallath
83 MThLh 001 24.50.286 38.24.811 7 Muthallath
84 MThLh 002 24.50.260 38.24.800 6 Muthallath
85 MThLh 002 24.50.256 38.24.777 1 Muthallath
86 MThLh 003 24.50.229 38.24.719 7 Muthallath
87 MThLh 004 24.50.220 38.24.685 1 Muthailath
90 MThLh 005 24.50.250 38.24.582 22 Muthallath
91 MThLh 006 24.50.234 38.24.557 5 Muthailath
92 MThLh 006 24.50.187 38.24.531 10 Muthallath
94 MThLh 007 24.50.246 38.24.309 2 Muthallath
96 MThLh 007 24.50.151 38.24.272 5 Muthallath
97 MThLh 007 24.50.106 38.24.206 2 Muthallath
98 MThLh 008 24.50.141 38.22.881 2 Muthallath
99 MThLh 009 24.49.549 38.23.247 9 Muthallath
100 ShRJ 001 24.23.596 38.40.917 4 Sharja

101 ShRJ 002 24.23.682 38.41.204 8 Sharja

105 ShRJ 003 24.23.595 38.40.632 I Sharja

107 ShRI 004 24.25.342 38.46.607 18 Sharja

108 ShRJ 605 24.23.424 38.45.957 7 Sharja

11 ShRJ 006 24.22.43] 38.45.448 I Sharja

Total 138
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Table 2. Points of Inscriptions in the Badr Area.

No. I%Ergggn Latitude N Longitude E Number Place Name

57 KhYF 001 23.58.570 38.55.043 3 al-Khay{

58 KhYF 002 23.58.767 38.56.068 1 al-Khayt

59 KhYF 003 23.58.376 38.56.237 31 al-Khayt

60 KhYF 004 23.58.376 38.56.277 14 al-Khayf

63 HSN 001 23.50.255 38.53.012 2 al-Husayniya

64 WST 00] 23.51.371 38.56.084 4 al-Wasita

65 WST002-3 23.51.452 38.56.030 4 al-Wasita

67 Bi'rSa’id 23.55.446 38.40.259 13 Bi'r Sar’ad

76 NQ 001 24.14.072 38.58.002 5 ‘Unayq

77 NQ 002 24.13.994 38.58.594 3 ‘Unayq

78 NQ 003 24.13.992 38.58.618 3 “Unayq
Total 83
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Table 1. Points of Inscriptions in the al-Faraysh Area.

No. I?\Slﬁl;]i]pbté?" Latitude N Longitude E | Number Place Name
23 RGhB 001-003 24.12.985 39.13.197 3 al-Raghayb
24 RGhB 004-0017 24.13.026 39.13.183 14 al-Raghayb
25 RGhB 018 24.12.892 39.13.084 4 al-Raghayb
26 RGhB 019 24.12.986 39.13.224 8 al-Raghayb
27 RGhHB 020 24.12911 39.13.281 2 al-Raghayb
28 RGhB 021 24.13.059 39.13.348 3 al-Raghayb
30 QL 001 24.12.352 39.12.508 3 Widi” Uwayqil
31 HIJR 001 24.13.822 39.12.288 16 Mubhajjar
32 HIJR 001 24.13.778 39.12.359 2 Muhajjar
33 ShIW(01 24.13.964 39.10.298 2 Shajwa
34 ShIw002 24.13.960 39.10.143 7 Shajwa
35 Sh/W003 24.13.889 39.10.022 9 Shajwa
36 Sh/W004 24.14.067 39.09.685 11 Shajwa
37 ShIW005 24.13.936 39.10.177 7 Shajwa
38 HZR 001 24.13.566 39.10.340 34 Hazra
40 FRSHO00!1 24.12.198 39.15.084 27 al-Furaysh
41 FRSHO002 24.12.273 39.14.825 5 al-Furaysh
42 FRSH 003 - 005 24.12.471 39.13.791 73 al-Furaysh
44 SDR 001 24.12.328 39.13.256 6 Sidara
45 QL 002 24.12.115 39.12.355 5 Widi” Uwayqil
47 HZR 002 24.11.994 39.10.030 21 Hazra
48 HZR 003 24.11.995 39.10.032 13 Hazra
49 SDR 002 24.08.557 39.13.296 g Sidara
35 SDR 003 24.11.528 39.13.403 1 Sidara
56 SDR 004 24.12.322 39.10.364 6 Sidara
Total 290
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several successive generations, and then nisba, the name of his own tribe, home
village, city or occupation so as to identify himself more precisely.

In this survey personal names with the nisbas of Salul. Thagif (plate 8.14 d), Muzayna,
Tha’laba tribes, and Zami’ family werc recognized particularly, inscriptions with the
nisba of Thagif, al-Thagafi were found in al-Furaysh area and ‘An Dhabah in Bi'r
Hima area. The information and data obtained will be most useful in the study of the
history, and movement of the tribes.

8. The local differences in words and phrases in 60! inscriptions are outstanding. The
results of examining the legible inscriptions are mentioned below, it includes those

among the 940 rock inscriptions located at Mt. Naqus in southwest Sinai:

- The use of ghafara and its derivative words is seen in 99 inscriptions from
al-Jar/Yanbu'/al-Madina area (hereinafter referred to as the north area). and 28
inscriptions in the Bi'r Hima area (hereinafter referred to as the south area). In Naqus.
it is seen in 73 inscriptions.

~ The use of Amina and its derivative words is seen in 71 inscriptions in the north, three
in the south, and three in Naqus.

- Inscriptions of confession of faith (shahada) are 54 in the north, two in the south. and
three 1in Naqus.

- The sentence beginning with Ana is found in 37 inscriptions in the north, but none in
the south and Naqus.

_ The use of Rahima and its derivative words are seen in three inscriptions in the north.
31 in the south, and 30 in Naqus.

- The use of Wathiqu and its derivative words is seen in 28 inscriptions in the north, none
in the south, and 36 in Naqus.

- The use of Allahumma is seen in 23 inscriptions in the north, three in the south, and 40
in Naqus.

- Inscriptions beginning with as’al arc only ten in the north.

In this way, the local differences are obvious. Further detailed comparative studies will
clarify the meaning of the differences in the use of words and phrases.

9. The identification of personal names is not yet complete. More time is needed for this
study.

It is worthy of special mention that among the dated inscriptions a high percentage 1s

attributed to A.H. 100s. Tn addition, the inscription with a woman’s name and those with nisbas
indicating their own tribes will be very important additional data for the studies of trade and

pilgrimage routes, tribes, geographic names, personal names. and Arabic calligraphy.
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handwrting of the two inscriptions is quite similar, so there seems no doubt that they
were engraved by the same person. This shows that Abu al-Mughayra at least moved

between two points 40 km apart.

5. Arabic inscriptions belong to the later period of the rock inscriptions that started Iatest
in the begining of the Ist millennium B.C. They were incised in the space on which
the ancient South Arabian and Bedouin scripts were depicted, or on the new rocks
(plate 8.14 b). In al-Jar/Yanbu’/al-Madinah area the number of Bedouin inscriptions
was only 80, while the number of Arabic ones was 501. On the other hand, in Bi'r
Hima/Yadama area, there were more than 6.000 ancient South Arabian and Bedouin
inscriptions, but the number of Arabic inscriptions was only 90. The Arabic
inscriptions were incised in spaces left between the already existing inscriptions
filling up the rock face. However, in some cases in which Bedouin inscriptions were
incised, only Arabic inscriptions can be seen depicted on the same rocks. There is

4 . o . o : .
D of a person’s name inscribed in two inscriptions written in

already an exmpie
Arabic and Bedouin script, so there is no doubt that the two forms of writing were
used side by side in a certain period. At present, we are searching for the same kind of
relationship between Arabic and the ancient South Arabian in this area'™’. It seems
that those three kinds of scripts were in more or less contemporary in use at a certain
time. The number of Arabic inscriptions is very small in this arca although it had
always been a very important route for trade and pilgrimages throughout the

pre-Islamic to the Islamic period.

6. Arabic numerals were invented at an early stage, but the spread of Arabic numerals as
a convenience for literacy and calculations was not quickly promoted because it might

lead to facile change.

The use of Arabic numerals became common only after A.H. 900s. As for coins, Arabic
numerals were used during the Ottoman period.

In the sentence of prayer incised by Sulayman ibn Ja’far al-Sa’di at Wadi Khushayba in
649 (A.D. 1251/52) Arabic numerals were used (plate 8.14 ¢). It is thought that the use
of Arabic numerals in private writing preceded official writing. To solve this problem
further studies of ancient private documents and rock inscriptions will be beneficial.

7. The way of writing personal names of the Arab tribes was to put the father’s names in

{41) It is the instruction from Mr. ‘Abd al-Hziz al-Umari, Director of the Najran Museum, On January 22, 2003, According
to him, this is mentioned in his book, “Najran,” which will be published in 2003.

(42) Two inscriptions in South Arabian seript found in Umm Layla (about 50 km northwest of Sa’da) in northern Yemen
were certainly incised in the Islamic period. Both arc written in Arabic and bear Islamic personal names. They were in-
cised beside the Himyarite inscripton dated about A.D. 559 (Robin, C., L” Arabie antique de Karib’it a Mahomet, dans
Revue du Mende musulman et de la Mediterranee, 61. 1991/3, p. 134},
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inscription of igrar, a kind of Muslim confession to Allah, at Wadi Khushayba in Najran(35
{plate 8.12 a). It was incised by Yazid bin ~Abd al-Lah al-Saluli in the month of Jumada A.H.
27 (February/ March A.D. 648).

In January 2003, an inscription dated 24 A.H. was displayed in the exhibition of the
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums at al-Janadriya. It was found n the survey by
the Deputy Ministry several years before. but had not been brought to the public notice'*. The

phrase “1, Zuhayr, wrote in 24 when ‘Umar died.” is incised in the rock (plate 8.12 c)(%).

The inscription found at Muthallath (MThLTh-009) contains the phrase "Salma('m

wrote, 23,” (plate 8.13 a). 1f the word *23“ means the vear. it is the oldest Arabic inscription,

2. One inscription by a woman was found among the many inscriptions in the valley
al-Furaysh. Frsh-00161 (plate .13 b) is an igrar saying “‘Atika daughter of Ziyad
believes in and devotes berself to Allah. I wrote in the year 170.” In the early Istamic
period a woman’s position in society was not necessarily low; however, as far as rock
inscriptions are concerned, an inscription with a woman’s name is very rare. In the
series of my surveys, this is the only one. Also. in the publications of previously
collected inscriptions examples of a woman’s name hardly exist.

3. A description of the people of al-Hijr {ashab al—Hijr)Bg) in the Qur’an (Chapter 185,
Section 80) can be seen in the inscription located at al-Furaysh (HZR-003e
&SDR-003). There are some differences in expessions. but a possibility exists that the
passages in the Qurian might have been recorded in the early days not only on the
bones of big domestic animals but also on rocks (plate 8.13 ¢).

4. We found an iqgrar at al-Raghabe'w) on the way from al-Madinah to al-Furaysh. Tt was
incised by Abu al-Mughayra bin Muhammad bin Abi al-Mughayra (plate 8.13 d). In
researching his name, we found that he was the same person of the inscription

Rawawa No. 79 which Dr. al-Rashid registered in his survey (plate 8.14 a). The

{35) The photo and the traced drawing show the part only gl-Saluli wrote {this} in the month of Jumada. in the year 27.7 Be-
fore this sentence. “May al-Lah have mercy on Yazid bin * Abd al-Lah! {Tarahham al-Lab -ula Yazid bin “Abd al-Lah)”
is incised. An inscription by the same person was found on the tock ahove. He wrote ~al-Lah™ and “allahumma” by nmis-
take (photo 18).

{36) On the occasion of the National Festival for Cultural Heritage in the Kingdom held in January 2003 at al-Janadriya. the
photo was cxhibited and published in the pamphlet for distribution, (A Selection of Islamic Inscriptions from the King-
dom of Saudi Arabix issued by the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museams. Ministry of Education on the Occasion
of the Nationul Festive! for Cultural Heritage in Janadria. 8-22 January 2003.)

{37 1t can be read as Salama or Aalima.

(38) It is a story that people ol ai-Hijr (it is belicyed that al-Hijr is Mada'in Salih) did not Fisten to the words of the propher
Salih. So that they were punished by Allah. There are also descriptions of the people of Thamud in Sura 7.9. 11, 14,17,
27,25, 26. 27,29, 38,40, 41, 50, 51. 53, 54, 69. 85, 89, and V1.

(39) It is on the verge of destruction hecause of the construction of highways.

(40 Sa'd al-Rashid, Kitubal Islumiva ghayr Manshura min Ruwawa al-Madinat al-Munawwara, al-Riyad. 1992, pp. 24-25,

{%) (The Inscription was first represented by Prof. Dr. Al Ghaban)
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(1) Fourteen inscriptions are dated.

(2) One mscription was with a woman’s name.

(3) Inscriptions related to the legend about Ashab al-Hj Jr exist.

(4) Inscriptions referring to the activity of a particular individual exist,

(5) The inscriptions in ancient South Arabian, Bedouin scripts and Arabic script of the
Kufic style were intermingled.

(6) Arabic numerals were used in an inscription of A.H. 600.

(7) The names of persons with nisba were found.

(8) The words and phrases used in the inscriptions are different from place to place.

Further accumulation of material and more detailed study are needed for verification of

these observations, but I describe below what | understand at present.

I. The dated inscriptions are seven among 511 in al-Jar/Yanbu’/al-Madina area, and
seven among 90 in Bi’r Hima/Yadama area. The former inscriptions are dated A. H.
23.100 (plate 8.13 a), 140, 170, 185, 101 1, and 1011, while the Iatter are dated A. H.
27, 108 (plate 8.12 a), 130, 173, 191 193, and 649.

Referring to the main publications of collected inscriptions, the dated inscriptions are six
among 63 in Makkah; nine among 35 in Ruwawa; five among 70 on the Darb Zubaydah route:
none among 302 on the Yemen route: three among 305 were recorded by the
philby-Ryckmans-Lippens Expedition; six among 47 in al-JTawf: two among 190 in Ha’il, and six
among 26 in other places, coming to 37 among 1,058 in total™. These inscriptions are
categorized by their dates: two before A.H. 49: ten between 50 and 99; ten between 100 and 149;
nine between 150 and 199; four between 200 and 249; and one each in the 500s and 600s.

From these dated inscriptions it appears that the Arabic rock inscriptions were popular in
1% century A.H. and reached their peak in o century AH. It is thought to be related to the
development of calligraphy when writers were trying to beautify the script in order to make
the message of Allah to the people in more impressive manner, because ali the messages of
Allah were given in Arabic. At the same time, in considering the changes and developement

in the Arabic calligraphic style the rock inscriptions provide valuabe information.

The Aswan inscription incised in 31 A.H has long been considered as the oldest Islamic

(34)

inscription'” . In the epigraphic survey from February to March 2002, we found an

(33) Refer to notes 27 and 29, in addition, Naser bin "Ali (al-Harthy) wa *‘Adil Muhammad Ghabashi “Nuqush Istamiya Mu-
bakkira fi Wadi al-Usaylah bi Makka al-Mukarrama,” Alam al-Makh-utat wa al-Nawadir, 1980, PP, 12-65, cte.

(34) EI-Hawary. N. M., “The Most Ancient Islamic Monument Known Dated A.H. 31 (A. D. 652} from the Time of the third
Caliph “Uthman.” The Journal of Royal Asiatic Society. 1930, pp. 321-333.
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The present writer found the largest group of rock inscriptions in Egypt in the g™
archaeological survey of the Raya/al-Tur area carried out in the summer of 2000. In the
process of studying 1,663 inscriptions, including 940 registered Arabic inscriptions, it is
evident that these are the real records of people who actually iraveled there and the evidence
of the pilgrimage and trade routes. Then, T think that the actual situation of the “land network”™
as interrelated to the “sea network™ will be revealed by the study of rock inscriptions. It is
also apparent that the study of rock inscriptions offers the indispensable material for the study
of Arabic paleography, and tracing nisba™” will provide material for the study of places
names and tribes.

It is a well-known fact that Saudi Arabia is a treasury of rock inscriptions. We visited the
archaeological sites centering on the Red Sea coastal region of the Kingdom in January 2001

with the permission of the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums.

In view of the results. 1 narrowed the focus of the survey down to the
al-Jar/Y anbu'/al-Madina area (plate 8.7) and the Bi'r Hima/Y adama area in the Najran region

(plate 8.8), because they were both important for pilgrimages and trade.

Surveys of the above-mentioned two areas were conducted from January to March 2002
and from January to February 2003, In these surveys we registered 511 Arabic rock
inscriptions in al-Madinah area and 90 in the Najran region. As for the ancient inscriptions
6.000 were registered in Najran. Among these inscriptions those registered by the
philby—Ryckmans—Lippens Expedition and/or the missions of Saudi Arabia were included, but
many are newly-recorded. As for the Arabic inscriptions in particular, a large number are of
high quality, done in an extremely skiled style. | intend to report the outline of the survey of

. . L. . . . 131
Arabic rock inscriptions in this article™ ",

In the al-Jar/Yanbu'/al-Madina area our surveys were conducted in the following three
areas: al-Furaysh area (290 inscriptions), {plate %.11 b) adjacent to al-Madinah, Badr area(n'
(83 inscriptions) near the Red Sea coast, and Yanbu' al-Nakhl/al-Muthallath arca (138
inscriptons). Surveys were also conducted at Bi'r Hima/Yadma area in Najran, southwestern
part of Saudi Arabia (90 inscriptions). As a result, & total of 601 Arabic rock inscriptions were

registered. The details may be consulted in tables 1-4.

Following are the important points concerning 601 registered inscriptions prior to
Jannary 2003.

(30) Adjective denoting descendant or origin, ending in ya (Cowan, J.M. {ed.), Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Writien Ar-
abic. New York. 1976: Wright: W. A Grammar of the Arabic Language, i ad.. Cambridge, 1967, Vol. Lp. 149}

(31) Concerning the ancient South Arabian and Bedouin inscriptions, Risa Tokunaga, who participated in the survey of 2002
collected and arranged the material for her doctoral thesis.

(32) The place of a battle in which the army of the Prophel Muhammad defeated the army of Makkah.
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Glass is mainly from 10th to the 11th century. In this surface collection, decorated glass,
such as stamp, cut luster-stained and molded decoration, was also found (plate 8.5 b, 8.10 f).
Among them a glass fragment with impressed decoration dating to the 9" century was
identified™,

This port functioned at the same time as the pert of Raya and Badi®?. The Raya site is
located in southwest Sinai and has been excavated by the present writer since 1997, who also
excavated the Hadi® site in 1991/92. The aspects of the north region of the Red Sea in the
carly Islamic period should be revealed through further excavtions and more comparative

study of the objects they yield. One can anticipate fine results from further excavations.
Survey of Rock Inscriptions

Study of the rock inscriptions in Saudi Arabia started in 19™ century. The main subjects
were the inscriptions in ancient South Arabian (Musnad), north Arabian (Bedouin, i.e.,
Thamudic,(zs') Dedanitic, etc.), and Nabatean. It was not until the survey by laussen and

©% " that the Arabic rock nscriptions . of the Islamic period were studied.

Savignac
Nevertheless, the main object of the survey was to record the ancient inscriptions and the
Arabic inscriptions. The survey by the expedition of St. J. Philby, G. and J. Ryckmans and P.
Lippens in 1951/52 was conducted in the same way but A. Grohmann published a corpus of
the Arabic rock inscriptions which included 297 inscriptions. He used the photographs taken

by the ex edition(27). Consequently, it became the first corpus of Arabic rock inscri tions'?® .
y p q y rp p

In the 1970s a series of rock art and epigraphic survyes were carried out by the Deputy
Ministry of Antiquities and Museums of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Many Arabic
inscriptions have been published in Atlal, the archaeological journal of the Kingdom, since
the first volume appeared in 1977. D, Sa’'d A. al-Rashid and other archaeologists played
remarkable role in the studies since 19805,

(23) Naoki Tezuka (Professor of Aoyama Gakuin University) observed znd made the measured drawings of the Chinese ce-
ramics, and Yoko Shindo (Researcher of the Middle Eastern Cultyre Center in Japan) did the same for the glassware. |
would like 0 express my gratitude to them.

(24) Kawatoko, M., “Preliminary Survey of ‘Aydhab and Badi® Sites,” Kush, Vol. 16, pp. 203-224' idem, “On the Tomb-
stones Found at the Badi *Site,” Kush, Vol. 16, pp. 186-202.

(25) In general, it has been called Thamudic. In this article I adopt the view of Prof. Dr, ‘Abdal-Rahman al-Ansari and use
the term, Bedouin.

(26) 1t was the general archaeological survey and the Inscriptions were onz of the subjects. The registered Arabic inscriptions
are only 18. Jaussen et Savignac, Mission archeologique en Arabie, 4 Tomes, Paris, 1909 - 1914,

(27) Grohmann, A., Expedition Philby-Ryckmans-Lippens en Arabie. Textes epigraphiques, Arabic Inscriptions, Leuven,
1962. On the history of the study of Arabic rock inscriptions, refer to the introduction of this volume, pp. X-XIX,

(28) The corpus of inscriptions incised on the building structures has been published since the end of the 19t centry.

(29) 8a’d A. al-Rashid, Darb Zubayda, Riyadh, 1980, idem, kitabat Islamiya ghayr Manshura min Ruwawa al-Madinat ai-
Munawwara al-Rivadh, 1992 idem, kitabat Istamiya min Makka al-Mukarrama, al-Riyad 1995; idem, Dirasat fi al-Athar
al-Islamiya al-Mubakkira b al-Madinat al-Munawwara, al-Riyad. 2000" Mohammed A. R, al-Thenayian, An Archaeo-
logical Study of the Yemeni Highland Pilgrim Route between San’a’ and Makkah, Riyadh, 1999,
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{22 . . . .
pentagonal fence does not enclose the site entirely, however, the important remains are

within it (plate 8.9 a).

This survey revealed the remains of the U-shaped fortification wall mentioned by
al-Mugaddasi (plate 8.9 b); the buildings were built mainly of coral blocks (plate 8.9 ¢), some
rooms were built with sun-dried bricks: there are several mounds inside and outside the wall
(plate 8.9 d) leading to the possibility that building features will be unearthed; a building
structure exists in the water; a cistem lies 240m northeast of the wall: earthenware and
glassware belong to an era between the Islamic period and the rule of the Ottoman Empire:
Roman coins minted between 350-353 have been found but there are no earthenware of the
Roman period.

We visited al-Jar in January 2001, and made a surface survey of the building features and
artifacts in January 2002. Then, we conducted a brief survey of the site, collected surface

artifacts. and surveyed the surrounding archaeological sites in January 2003 (plate 8.4 b).

Concerning the building structures, we reaffirmed the structures revealed by the survey in
1980. As a result, it was discovered that the U-shaped peripheral wall was drawn with most
accuracy. The northwest wall is about 282m long, the northeast wall is about 215m with an
additional structure of 13x7.2m at the center, and the southeast wall is about 116 m in length.
The wall is about 1.6m thick. We found that the cistern situated notheast of the wall was drawn

. . . 0
almost exactly to scale, but the reference axis was mistakenly marked by 90 .

As for the artifacts, we collected about 100 objects on the surface from 36 points shown
on (plate 8.0) Glass fragments were abundant but earthenware and lslamic CEramics were
extremely rarc. Contrary 10 expectations, many Chinese ceramics were found. In general, the
artifacts have been strongly impregnated with salt and are in poor condition. This is
particularly the case with the earthenware and Islamic ceramics (plate 8.9 e).

The Chinese ceramics consist mainly of white porcelain, but a small quantity of Yueh
celadon was collected. One of which is a fragment of Yuch celadon (plate 8.5 a, 8.9 {) dating
between the first half and the middie of the 10" century, Another fragment of Yueh celadon
could be dated to the second half of the ne century and the first half of the 12™ century
(plate 8.10 b). Fragments of white porcelain (plate 8.10 b. €) all belong to a period between

second half of the 1™ century and mid-1 i century.

{22) The latitude and longitude of the five spots {datu measured by the simplified GPS; are; (1) 230 37.926' N 380 32.021E
(2) 23 38.085' N, 38 31.968 E. (3) 27 38,199 N, 38 32.075' E. (4) 23 38.269 N, 38 32,513 E. (5) 23 38.005" N. 38
372.584° E. The distance between (1y and (2) s 360.940m. between (2y and (3) 15 269.991m. betwwn (3) and (41 is
755.480m. between (4) and (3) is 503.879m. hetween (5) and (1)1 949.22Tm.
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This island called Quraf was used only for Ethiopian ships. The islanders are merchants,
same as those of al-J ar(m According to al-Mugqaddasi, “al-Jar is on the seashore, surrounded
by three walls and opens towards the sea. There are tall buildings and a suq (market). It is a
prosperous city. Al-Jar is a grain warehouse of al-Madinah and water is carried from Badr and

food is carried from Egypt.” 9,

In the 10™ century, however, assaults by the Beouins frequently occurred, and in the 11™
century when Nasir-i-khusrau visited the area it had become a small village(lj). Then, around
12 century it started to decline and Yanbu’ took its place in the beginning of the 13"

century(m) .

In the 19" century, many European travelers including Burckhardt'!” visited the port of
al-Burayka, but its location has not been identified.

The al-Jar site is situated in the western region "9 of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It is
in the east of al-Burayka inlet, about 140 km southwest of al-Madinah, about 30 km
west-southwest of Badr, about 80 km southeast of Yanbu® and about 10 km northwest of
al-Rayis. Wadi Mafaytta flows into the inlet from Badr (plate8.4 a).

This archaeological site was known from a long time ago. Helen Kaiser, a Swiss
journalist visited it under the supervision of the Ministry of Information on March 3, 1964,
According to the photographs taken by Ahmad al- ‘Uyaydi who accompanied Kaiser, a part
of the site had been illegally dug and robbed due to which buried zirs (water jars) were
exposed“g). Abd al-Quddus al-Ansari visited the site in April and May of 1971, and he
published a travel record which includes supposed diagrams of the al-Jar %

The archacological survey was conducted by the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and
Museums in July 1980. Al-Jar was registered as an archaeoogical site and was fenced by the
Minisry to protect it from further vandalism " (Registered Site Nd. 210-315). The

(13y * Arram bin al-Asbagh al-Sulami. “Kitab Asma’ Jibal Tihama wa Sukkaniha,” Nawadir al-Makhutat, Vol. 5, al-
Andalusi, op, cit, Vol, 2,pp. 355-356; Yaqut, op. cit. pp.92-93),

(14) Al-Mugaddasi, op, cit, p. 83.

(15) Scheffer, C. (tr.) Sefer Nameh: Relation du voyage de Nassiri khosrau, Paris, 1881, p. 123.

{16) Ministry of Communications, Transportation and Telecommunications in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during 100
Years, Vol. 1, Rivadh, p. 42, 1999: Ali Hamid Ghabban, al-Athar al-Islamiya fi Shanial Gharb al-Mamlaka, Madkhal
‘A, al-Riyadh, 1993, pp. 18-22.

(17) Burckhardt, J. L., Travels in Arabia, London, 1829, p- 408,

(18) For the purpose of conducting the distribution survey of the archaeological sites in the Kingdom, the Department of An-
tiquities and Museums (present Deputy Ministry of Antiquitics and Museums) of the Ministry of Education divided the
land into the following six. archaeological divisions: the northwest, the west, the southwest, the north, the central, and
the east.

(19) Hamad al-Jasir, Fi Shamal Gharb al-Jazira, Judda, 1981, pp. 167-172,

(20) *Abd al-Quddus al-Ansari, “Rihlatani min Madmat Judda ila Adal al-Jar,” al-Manhal, July 1971, pp. 449-494,

{21) Killick, A., ET AL, *Saudi Arabian Archaeological Reconnaissance 1980, Preliminary Report on the Western Province
Survey “Adlal, Vol, 5, 1981, pp. 31-53, pls, 46, 51, 57, 58. 63, 64, pp- 46-47 (in Arabic).
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Al-Jar is located on “a shore near al-Madinah”[z) and is a three day joumcy(?’) from
al-Madinah, Al-Jar is amaller™’ than Judda, but it is an important port of the north Red Sea.
Ships come there from China (al-Sin), India (al-Hind), the Gulf, Oman (‘Uman), Aden
(‘Adan), Judda, the shore of al-Tur, Ayla (present ‘Aqaba), the shore of Raya (southwest part
of the Sinai Peninsula) and Quizum (present Suez), According to Ibn Hawqal of the o™
century (plate 8.3) there were ports of al-Tar, Tana (present Duba’), "Aynuna, Ayla, Raya and
Qulzum to the north from Judda on the coast of the Red Sea™ Tt took one month by Sea
between Aden and Judda, five days by jand between Judda and al-Juhfa, three days by land

between al-Juhfa and al-Jar, and twenty days by sea between al-Jar and Ayla((”.

It is also presumed that Copar Village @ (Geography. V1. 7. v) south of lambia Village
(present Yanbu, Geography, V1, 7, iil) mentioned by polemy was al-Jar.

In the Islamic period a group of immigrants was sent by Prophert Muhammad to Ethiopia
(al—l—labasha)(gy they returned fo al-Jar in two ships and headed to al—Madinahw). Caliph
‘Umar bin al-Khattab ordered Amr bin al-"As who conquered Egypt and was the governor to
send wheat from Egypt to al-Madinah. "Amr sent twenty ships loaded with about 3.000 irdabb
of wheat to al-Jar through Qulzum. “Umar proceeded to al-Jar, constructed two castles and

10
stored the wheat there( .

Thus, al-Jar functioned as a “grain warehouse of al-ledinah"(‘m where wheat from
Egypt and other comodaties were stored. “Arram bin al-Asbugh al-Sulami in the g century
described the prosperity of al-Jar in his book as follows: “al-Jar is on the seashore and ships
of Ethiopia, Egypt, Bahrain and China come there. There is a (minbar), Al-Jar is a village
(garya) inhabited by many people and they drink the water from Wadi Yalyal, There are lot of
castles (qusur), Al-Jar is divided into two parts: one half is on the mainland and the other 18

: Lo(12 - . i
on the island one milet'” away from the seashore facing the port of al-Jar on the mainland.

(2) Al-Hamdani, Kitab sifat Juzirat al-'Arab, Baghdad, 1989, p. 842 Ibn al-Faih, Mukhtasar kitab al-Buldan, Leiden, AH.
1302, p.78: Abu ‘Ubayd al-Bakri al-Andalusi. Mu'jam ma ista’ajam. al-Quhira. Vol 1. 1945, p.7: Abd al-Mun'im al-
Himyari. Kitab al-Raud al-Mitar fi khabar al-Agtar. al-Qahira. n.d. pp.l6o3 - 164 L. Minorsky (tr.), Hudud al-"Alam.
London. 1970, p. 148

(3) Al-Tstakhri, kitab Masalik s)-Mamalik, Leiden. 1967, p. 19. Contrary o this. Yagqui states that in is a onc day journey (Y-
qut al-Hamawi, kitab Mu'jam al-Buldan. Bayrut. vol. 2, n.d.. p. 92, 1bn Khurdadhbih states that it is a two day journey
(Ibn Khurdadhbih. Kitab al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik, Leiden. AH. 1302.p. 197).

(4) Al-Tstakhri. op. cit. p. 19.

{51 Ton Hawqal. Kitab Sural al-Ard. Leiden, 1938, pp. 27 - 47.

(6) Al-lstakhri, op. cit.. p.27. Yaqut says that it is a ten day journey between al-Jar and Avla (Yaqut, op. ¢it. 92).

{71 It is thought to be the after-mentioned Qaraf Island. Refer to the item of Encyclopaedia of Tslam, Al-Djar.

(8) Many Sudanese historians think that it is the present Sudan.

{9) Tbn Sa°d, kitab al-Tabagat al_Kabir. Leiden. 1917, p. 139 4l-Tabari, Tarikh al-Tabari. Vol. 2. al-Oahira. 1968, p. 654

(107 Al-Ya qubi, Tarikh al-Ya'qubi. Vol. 2. Bayrut. p. 154: al-Baladhri. kitab futuh al-Buldan. o p.. n. d.. p.253.

(113 Al-Mugaddasi. Ahsan al-Tagasim fi Ma’rifa1 al-Aqalim, Leiden. 1967.p. 83 & 97.

(12 [ mil= 4.000 dhira’. or about 230



Archaeological Survey of N ajran and Madinah 2002

by Mutsuo Kawatoko
Introduction:
The Japan Intemational Cooperation Agency (JICA) Project “Japanese Technical
Cooperation for Archaeological Survey and Excavation Planning” has finished its second year
of preparations in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (plate 8.1). We visited the Kingdom for

(1)

conducting surveys'” and negotiations in January 2001, from January to March 2002,

September 2002, and from January to February 2003. Consequently, JICA and the Deputy
Ministry of Antiquities and Museums agreed to the following surveys, while incorporating

Japanese archaeological techniques:

l. Excavation on Islamic site.

2. Excavation on pre-Islamic site.

3. Survey and study of the ancient rock inscriptions.

The term of this project is three years. We are planning to continue it for three or four terms.

In the official negotiation in September 2002, it was decided to carry out the following
surveys (plate 8.2).

- Excavation of the al-Jar site, a port city on the Red Sea coast of the pre-Islamic and

Islamic periods.
- Survey of the rock inscriptions in al-Madinah/ al-Jar/ Yanbu area in Hijaz.
- Survey of the rock inscriptions in Bi’r Hima/ Yadama area in Najran,

Concerning the sites of pre-Tslamic periods, it is now under negotiation whether al-Wajh
or Thaj shoud be the one to be excavated.

Al-Jar site

Al-Jar is a port city in Hijaz northwest of the Arabian Peninsula. It was in use from the
pre-Islamic to the middle of the Islamic period. It was already functioning in the Jahiliya
(pre-Islamic) period when al-Madinah, the sacred city, was called Yathrib. In the Islamic period
al-Jar greatly prospered as an important port of the north Red Sea through which merchandise
such as wheat from Egypt was carried to al-Madinah, capital of the Islamic state in those days.

(1) For the surveys we formed a Saudi Arabia study group based on three academic associations named here: the Japanese
Saciety for West Asian Archacology, the Japan Association for Nilo-Ethiopian Studies, and the Japanese Society for
Arid Land Studies. The survey in 2001 was funded by the Midde Eastern Culture Center in Japan and Toyota Founda-
tion. The members are as follows: Risa Tokunaga (ph. D. candidate student, Keito University, 2001 & 2002), Ken Mat-
sumoto {Professor of Kokushikan University, 2002}, Sumiyo Tsujimura (Research Fellow of Kokushtkan University,
2002), Takeshi Takahashi (Chief Engineer of Fuji Techno Co., Lid., 2003) and Satoru Tkeuchi (Chief Engineer of Fuji

Techno Co., Ltd.),
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building could be located on cuch sites. If these sites with tremendous number of Thamudic
inscriptions were temple or religious sites then where are the places of temple or any remains
of building etc. Most probably these places were major source of water where people
aggregate to collect water and perhaps some rituals or social gatherings along with local

dances and other ceremonies were performed here.

The third type of art may be the children work copying their adults and depicting small
animal figures of camel and ibex etc. in isolated places or any where they could find a place
to copy the art work of their elders. These figures are usually small, depicted in isolated

places and usually only individual figures of camel, ibex or horses are depicte (plate 7.12 ¢).

During this season 490 rock art, inscription sites including stone structurcs were
recorded. The earliest rock at as suggested carlier consisted of long horned bovids and large
sized human and animal figures, while most of the camel figures were associated with
Thamduic inscriptions. Many inscriptions are Jocated with fighting scenes and lion figures. It
is evident that during the Neolithic period there was considerable human activities 10 the
Jubbah area, while we found a gap of several centuries and than appeared camel figures and
Thamudic inscriptions suggesting that during the late Iron Age ( 2.000 - 1,500 years BP).
Jubbah again became a center of human activities. Further research and investigation after the
completion of the survey of the entire area shall shed light on the new aspects of cultural

activities in the area.

Appendix:

Some members of the survey team visited the site of Shuwaymis (a new site discovered
by Mr. Saad al-Rowaisan, Director of Antiquities and the Museum of Hail). 1t is located near
the village of Shuwaymis, north of the town of al-Hayet and about 250 km from Madinah
al-Munawwarah Jabal al-Manjour that contains high concentration of petroglyphs 1s located
in Wadi Ra'ta, Mr. Mamdouh al Rasheedi, Head Master of the Shuwaymis School led the

team to the site.

The team spent about four hours on the site and was highly impressed to sec the
tremendous amount of human and animal figures, footprints and other images (plates 7. 17}
depicted on the hills in a highly skilled and artistic manner. This huge site of Shuwaymis is as
important as those of Jubbah. Hanakiya, Bir Himma and Najran. It apparently seems to be

much larger and older rock art site so far located in the Arabian Peninsula.

The team could not spend more time due to its return journey to Jubbah (350 km.), but it

has been decided to work on this site in the coming seasons.
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Stone structures:

A variety of stone structures were located this year, and all of them (261) were properly
documented. These consist of tailed graves, circular tombs, and rectangular burials which are

similar to those located in other parts of the Kingdom (plate 7.4,7.6,7.7,.7.8 a, c).

Rock Art:
The Rock art at Jubbah represents three cultural phases:

Firstly the oldest rock art with typical Jubbah style human and animal figures which
could be attributed to the Neolithic period (c. 7,000 - 4,500 BC) when the climate in the area
was cool and humid (McClure 1978). These fi gures are depicted on prominent places, mostly
facing east, at dawn the sun rays fell directly on rock art panels. The typical human figures
with naturalistic human like bodies, thin linear arms holding bow and arrows and ambiguous
faces are usually depicted in association with large ox figures with funnel shaped faces and
naturalistic body in profile and long horns. This typical art represent a culture, social values
and religious beiiefs. It represents a society in which the artist acted according to the rules of
the society and was not allowed to depict anything which he wanted although he was capable
of creating any image which he wanted. The skill, sophistication and the technigue of pecking
was advance and very well known to the artists who created those human and animal figures.
We found only same type of human and ox figures everywhere, depicted in prominent places,
which clearly suggest that the artists were working in close boundaries with strict society
rules and regulations and were not aliowed to depict anything outside the society rules. These
figures were probably religious icons representing certain deities or gods along with ox

figures which was also a sacred animal in prehistoric Arabia (plate7.13 b, 7.14 ¢).

Second type of art consisted of human and animal figures depicted in isolated places and
mostly small in size. The camel figures, some animals and human figures are located on
suitable rocks in small compositions or as individual figures (plate 7.12). Large sized camel
figures with Thamudic inscriptions are frequently located on places where water was
available such as dry lake beds, waterfalls, springs and seasonal water ponds etc. This art
could be attributed to late Iron Age (c. 1,500 to 1,00 BC). This was individual work of the
people, who carved camel figures and depict their names as memorial signs. However, it does
not represent a collective work of the society or controlled by the society. Everyone depicted
fighting scenes (plate 7.16 d), dancing scenes, camel figures with their names or only the
names on the rocks. This was not religious art, but individual work of various people. High
concentration of Thamudic inscriptions (plate 7.14 b, 7.11 a) and camel figures on some
places could be due to the major water source or a place of religious importance where people
come either for worshipping or for taking water. Surprisingly no artifacts, objects or signs of
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al-Rub al-Khali or Empty Quatter in the south. The northern and southern parts of the sand
cea are characterized by complex linear dune ridges which run eastward to the prevailing
winds, whilst the western margin and central Nafud is composed of compound crescent
shaped dune ridges while pyramidal dunes are found in the south-eastern region (Holm 1960,
Breed et al 1979).

Jubbah lies in the south-central Nafud and the range of Jabal Umm Samnan that contains
the highest number of petroglyphs which are located at the western end of the basin. At the
castern end of the basin a similar but smaller range known as Jibal Ghawta (Ghawata
mountain) has impeded sand deposition in a further area of about 8 km. east-west and by 3
km. north-south. Both ranges are thought to have bases of Saq sandstone and summits of

Tabuk sandstone (Bramkarmp et al 1963).
Survey 1425 H/ 2004

[n 1422 H the Jubbah area was divided into three parts for intensive survey and

investigations. These are:
{.The hill range of Umm Samnan (Jubbah a)
7 Jabal al-Murabeeb (Jubbah b)
3. Jabal al-Rawdh ( Jubbah ¢)

The purpose of this division was to cover the entire area in three seasons as the previous
surveys were not comprehensively and intensively conducted. During the first scason the

following areas of Jubbah were surveyed:

1. Jabal Muwaiz (plaie 7.1, 7.2 a. 7.8a,b,7.11 a)

2. Jabal Unaiza (plate 7.2'b, 7.3 a, 78¢c,d.79b,¢)

3. Jabal al-Markaba (plate 7.3b, 7.9 d, 7.104, b, ¢)

4. Jabal al-Ghara (plate 7.10 d)

5. Abraq al Ghara (plate 74,75, 7.11b,7.12a,b,¢)

6. Jabal Shuwayhet (plate 7.6, 7.12 ¢, 714 4)

7. Dulay Salama (plate 7.14 b, ¢)

8. al-Radad

9. Jabal Umm Sanman (plate 7.15, 7.16)

During this season 490 sites were recorded which included large number of human and
animal figures, inscriptions, stone Structures, cairns and tailed burials. Each petroglyh.
inscription and structure was photographed, some prominent figures were traced and
documented for further studies. A new rock art site was located near the village of shawaymis,

t coutained most tascinating petroglyphs if human and animal figures (plate 7.17).



Report on the Rock Art Survey of Jubbah

Dr. Abdullah Saud al Saud, Dr.Majeed Khan, Abdullah bin Sluiman al-Hadaq

Jubbah is located at about 90 km northwest of the city of Hail in the middle of the great
Nafud Desert. It Ties between 28", 05, 275" N longitudes and 41°, 15", 454" E latitudes at 4
height of about 820 m. from sea level.

Jubbah is one of the biggest and richest rock art sites in Saudi Arabia. It also stands
among the most fascinating and largest sites of the world and could be compared with the
world famous rock art sites of Australia, France, South Africa, Libya and the Sahara Desert in

Morocco.

It is a unique site in the sense that there is an ancient dry lake bed in the vicinity of the
great Nafud Desert where Jabal Umm Samnan and other hills and mountains contain large
number of human and animal figures and ancient Arabian inscriptions which suggest a
continues use of the site for thousands of years.

The History of Exploration of Jubbah rock art:

The site was visited by several European travelers and historians such as lady Ann Blunt
in 1986, Doughty (1888), Huber (1899), Euting (1894 and 1914) and Philby (1952) and Musil
(1914). They wrote a brief account of the site but did not pay any proper attention towards

recording rock art and inscriptions from the area.

Scientific archaeological investigations started when the Department of Antiquities and
Museums initiated a Comprehensive Archaeological Survey of the entire Kingdom in 1976.
As a result the site was mentioned by Peter Parr and McAdams in their first report in 1976
published in Atlal vol.1 (1977). Christopher Clark a British student presented a first hand
account on the rock art of Jubbah in the Arabian Seminar in London (1979).

The rock art of Jubbah was first thoroughly investigated and recorded by the Rock Art
Survey team of the Department of Antiquities and Muszums in 1986 and published the report
on Jubbah in Atlal (vol 11, 1987).

A brief reference of Jubbah with its dating and interpretations was given by Majeed Khan
(1989) in his Ph.D thesis published by the Ministry of Education. Besides these brief reports,
nothing in particular, has been written on this magniticent rock art site of Saudi Arabia (Khan
1993),

Geology and Environmental History of Jubbah Region

The sands of the Nafud have accumulated in an arrow shaped formation of up to 100 m.
depth pointing east in the direction of the Ad-Dahana sand belt which links it to the
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al-Talhah village, the terminating point in the first season, and ended at Ya'ra village located
northwest of Khamees Mushait. The distance covered between these points was 160 km., on

which 28 sites were documented and registered.

The third phase was completed in 1420-1999, starting from Ya'ra village. the end point of
previous season (1417) and covering the area up to the village of al-khayalah, the border line

of al-Baha and al-Taif regions.

[n 142172001, the survey of the Yemeni Trade/Pilgriamge Route (plate 6.16 a, b) was
completed. It was the fourth season. The survey began from Umm al-Lal, (plate 6.1, 6.6 a, b)
the point at which work ended during the previous year. It was also the end point of al-Baha
administrative region. Thirty Five archaeological sites and camp stations were registered
along the final track of the route in addition to 25 early [slamic inscriptions (plate 6.8, 6.9,
6.11} on the following major sites: al-Safunyyah, (plate 6.17 b) al-Yasoom. (plate 6.14)
al-Saraya, al-Jawdiyah (plate 6.11 b) and suq okaz (plate 6.3, 6.12 b) Moreover, three

Thamudic inscriptions werc registered at Ree'a al-Zalalah (plate 6.13 a).

This stage of the survey was tough and very difficult as the route {plate 6.15 a) passes
through Harrat al-Bugoum (al-Bugoum's Lava Field) , followed by large desert area where the
traces of the route disappeared up to al-Taif. Tt reappeared near Wadi al-Sail and passed
onward to Makkah. Some parts of the route are stone-paved (plate 6.7 b) and the track

sometimes disappeared at some places while crossing the valleys and desert areas.

Summary:

During this fourth season the survey of Ancient Trade Route of the Upper Yemeni
Pilgrimage Route has been preliminary completed. However, major stations and other
facilities all along the route as well as large number of ancient Arabian and carly Islamic
inscriptions and rock art have been recorded and properly documented. In spite of this survey
there is still lot to do such as the detailed study of each station, the running of route in various
directions, diversion and connection of route to various sub-routes and the study of various
archaeological remains and finds. We hope further investigations in the future shall reveal

more aspects of our culture an history.



A brief report on the survey of ancient Yemeni
trade/pilgrimage route
(4th Season, 1421)"
Mohammed Al-Salouk, Abdulaziz Al-Nafisa, Fahd Al-Muzainy, Khalid Al- Ateeq, Riyadh Asiri,

Abdullah Al-Utaibi, Faisal Al-Rasheed, Jaza Al-Harbi

The main object of surveying, studying and documenting this route including facilities
and utilities established along the route was to distinguish and understand its use during
pre-Islamic and Islamic periods. It is probable that the beginning of this route goes back to the
{st millennium B.C., that is contemporary to the visit of Bilgees', the Queen of Saba’, to King
Sulaiman (Solomon). According to the archeological evidence and objects located on the
sites, this route apparently seems to be the famous route known as "The Frankincense Route

in classical writings and ancient inscriptions.

The route had witnessed the historically famous commercial and trade activities of the
tribes of Quraish that has also been mentioned in the Holy Quran. "...their covenants

(covering) journeys by winter and summer.. ."(Cf., Quraish's Surah , 106 : 2).

Although trade continued on this route during the early Islamic period, later it did not
remain so as several new routes were developed and the old ones were altered. Yet, this route
remained in use in the Islamic period as has been evident by the archeological objects found
all along the route.

The geographical path of "al-Najdi" that is the Higher Yemeni Pilgrimage Route lies
between longitude 43°30 40" and latitudes 17°31 30" on the Saudi territories covering an
area of about 800 km. Wadi Sha'oob located in the north of San>a (Yemen) is considered to be
the point of origin of the route, while the end point, as described by early Arab geographers,
is located at Jabal al-Manaqeb near Sail al-Kabeer (Meeqat).

Due to efforts exerted by the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums for registering
and documenting all archeological sites in Saudi Arabia, a four-phase program was initiated
for the comprehensive survey, documentation, and recording this route. The program was
cartied out during three stages since 1409-1989. The most important discoveries on the route
are the mountainous passes, stone-paved tracks, water facilities as well as ancient Arabic and

early Islamic inscriptions, and rock art assemblage in the form of human and animal figures.

The second phase of the survey was completed in 1417-1997. Tt was started from

¢ Translated by Ayed Abdullah al-Qahtani
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4-Water Sources:

The old water resources are represented by wells, fountainheads, cisterns. irrigation
canals, Masjid al-Uglah well, weli and canal of Samnan Center, Jazrah fountainhead canal

and cistern of Habel Fort,
5-Commercial facilities:

Old shopping and market is located in the city center area where trading activities were
bartered. These places are the old bazaar of al-Zulfi town (North district) and Falah bazaar
(Zahrah).

6-Petroglyphs:

Rock art does not exist in the area due to lack of proper hills and sandstone rocks. Rock
drawings are very rare and nothing has been recorded except one figure in red and black

drawn in a cave called "al-Hilaliyyah cave” (plate 5.6).
7-Stone Structures:

Four stone structures have been recorded which consisted of stone circles of varying size
and shape, one of them is of a 20-meter diameter located to the east of al-Zulfi and three are

located at al-Dholay'at , Suwais and Moshrifah (plate 5.9).

Although the geographical area surveyed during this season is relatively large no
significant archaeological sites could be located, the reason is that the survey team mostly
concentrated 1ts activities on the urban and settled areas where only old monuments and
architectural elements could be located, the arcas outside the towns and villages have already

been preliminary surveyed and archaeological sites were recorded in previous seasons.



A brief report on the archaeological survey of al-Zulfi area
(1425H/2004 AD)

Dr.Ibraheem al-Rusainy, [braheem al-Sabhan, Saud al-Shawaish, Abdullah al-Hadlag,

Fahad al-Dahham, Khalid al-Hafy, Saeed Al-Otaibi and Majed al-Ghizzy

Having finished the archeological survey of the two governorates; al-Zulfi and al-Ghat on
two previous seasons, the survey of this season aims to complete the plan set up by the
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums for carrying out a comprehensive

archaeological survey to cover Riyadh regions.

During this year’s survey a large number of archeological, cultural and historical sites
have been located and documented, most of these sites represent traditional local architectural
features of the region. According to their functions, these landmarks could be classified as

follows:
1-Religious monuments:

These monuments represented by mosques (Masajid) which are considered to be highly
distinguished and remarkable landmarks of traditional architecture in al-Zulfi .The most
famous of which are: Masjid al-Qal’ah, Masjid al-Ulayya in Samnan area, Masjid al-Wasel in
al-Rawdah district, Masjid al-Rafee'ah in al-Uqah (plate 5.3 b). Masjid al-Wosaita (plate 5.4}
in U’rai’rah, Masjid Mosga'ah, Masjid Ma'qar and Masjid al-Doshan (plate 5.5 b) at
al-Loghuf (plate 5.1, 5.2, 5.7,

2-Urban facilities:

These are represented by buildings that are widely spread all over al-Zulfi area. Their
remains reflect an aspect of traditional architecture in the area characterized by simplicity, to
use of local construction materials and traditional architectural elements are incorporated n

accordance with the local environmental conditions (plate 5.7).
3-Defensive Structures:

These monuments consisted of watchtowers, barbicans, walls, fortresses and palaces
located in the Zulfi area. The two watchtowers and remains of the old wall of al-Ulgah town
(plate 5.8) has also been recorded. Nograt al-Abdalla and Samnan watchtowers, Saud palace,
U’ra’irah town watchtower, al-Murrah watchtower, Mosqa'ah watchtower, the fortified wall
of al-Jaradah town and the ancient wall of al-Zulfi are the most prominent features of the area
(plate 5.2).
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Wusum :

A large number of Wusum or tribal symbols are located carved or engraved on hills,
mountains and in the caves. There is a variety of these symbols in their shape and forms each
representing a specific tribe or clan. Two prominent Wusum sites are located in the Wadi, the
Wusum were depicted in a deep rock shelter and in a cave. These were depicted by pecking or
engraving and some were created by charcoal and some with red chrome. New and old
Wusum were located side by side show a continuity of this tradition which date back to
unknown times. It is still not known why some caves and attractive locations were left and
others were chosen both for depiction of tribal symbols and petroglyphs of human and animal

figures (plate 4.17, 4.24).
Rock Art :

In Wadi al-Nugqmi large number of rock art sites are located which contain the
petroglyphs of human, cattle, Oryx, gazelles, lions and camel figures, in addition to
geometric, abstract and non representational motifs. These are found scattered on different

rocks and hills and are not concentrated at one place.

Site no.7 Al-Ufayrez contains large number of human, animal, cattle, lions figures
depicted by pecking and engraving the rock surface. Human figures are abstract while lion
and ox figures are usually stylized. The oldest rock art site in Wadi al-Nugmi is found at
al-Hafeera where human and animal figures such as lions, ox and gazelles are depicted in
large number on a hill. Most of rock art sites are located on the ancient trade routes.
settlement areas and near burials or cairns. However, the variety of rock art and the contents
of the art compositions suggest people in prehistoric period used rock art as a possible source

of communication (plate 4.11 ¢, d, 4.16, 4.21).
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2. Khaif al-Basal:

It is located north of the city of Madinah at bout 14 km. Wadi al-Nugmi drained in this
area which is very well cultivated and contains large number of irrigation canals supplying
water to the large farming arca. The water distribution canal are made in geometrical and
rectangular shapes and indicate a very well developed agricultural engineering system in the
recent past. The canals were made of stones from the nearby hills and cemented with gypsum.
Two old palaces are located besides the farms on the nearby high land. The palaces were also

built with the local stones from nearby hills.
Statistics of sites and stone structures located during the survey:
I. Number of farms 4

2. Trrigation canals 5 (plate 4.2, 4.10 a)

[

. Water reservoirs 3
4. Water dams 2 (plate 4.23 ¢)
5. Old palaces 7 (plate 4.9 ¢, d)

=)

. Old buildings 19 (plate 4.4)

7. Stone cairns and structures 110 (plate 4.23 a, b, 4.26 a)
8. Tailed structures | (plate 4.22 d, 4.5)

9. Ancient burials

10. Maps showing distribution of farm land 2

11. Plan for a house 1

12. Ancient mine 1 (plate 4.22 a, b)

Inscriptions:

Inscriptions are an important source for understanding our past history which help us to
know the social, cultural and political values of previous civilizations. These contain the
names of persons, tribes, the names of deities and important persons and rulers. A number of
early ancient Arabian inscriptions are located on the hills, (plate 4.24 a)} mountains and rocks.
These inscriptions are scattered in the valleys inscribed in Musnad al-Shamali, and ai-Janubi,

Nabataean and early Arabic (Kufic), (plate 4.12, 4.13, 4. 14, 4.28).
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continuously involved for several years in digging the early Tslamic town of Rabadha under
the supervision of Dr. Saad al-Rashid, who also wrote a book on the Islamic inscriptions of
Madinah al Munawwarah area. Dr. Mushallah al-Mereikhy from the King Saud University is
also among those who wrote on the Arabic inscriptions of the region.

The above studics opened new vistas to the study of the art and archaeology of Madinah
thus, the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums decided (o expand its activities and
cover the entire region of Madinah in its survey and excavations program. It was found that
most of the archaeological sites in the region date back to a period between pre-historic times
to the Ist and 2nd century Hegra until the present day. The prominent features discovered
during this year’s survey was a large number of stone structures. ancient buildings. early
Islamic (Kufic) and ancient inscriptions. rock art consisting of human and animal figures, in
addition to a number of water dams dated 10 middle of the first century Hegra (6-7 ¢.AD) as a
number of Kufic inscriptions tells us the exact date based on the inscriptions. This year
several irrigation sites are located in the valleys which indicate that the urigation system was
well planned and canals were built to distribute the water from dams or water rescrvoirs to the
fields. An advanced irrigation and agricultural engineering can be seen in the farms and water
distribution system.

The results of survey can be summarized in brief as follows:

North of Madinah al Munawwarah:

1. Wadi al Nugmi. (plate 4.2) Wadi Mudhayel and Wadi Muhalhal were thoroughly
surveyed this year 1421 H. 58 sites were located in Wadi Nugmi located at 35 km north of
Madinah. The nearest point of this wadi to the city of Madinah s about 10 km. The upper
part of the wadi is called Wadi Muhaihil. Wadi al-Nugmi is a narrow valley in which rain
water 1s drained from the mountain of Jabal Hamra and the depression located north of
Madinah. The water runs southward between hills and developed a very fertile silt and soil in
the valley. The two valleys that is Wadi al-Numqi and Wadi Muhalhil are excellent
agricultural areas and several farms and trigation canals can be seen in these two valleys
which may be attribured to a very long span of time until recent past. The land 15 fertile and
the Tocation close to the large city of Madinah is very important as well, ancient trade routes
that pass through the wadi suggest that the region was an important agricultural region. It is
why large number of stone structures, irrigation canals, inscriptions. rock art and Wusum are

located which suggest large scale movement of tribes in the area.



Preliminary Report on the Archaeological Survery of
Wadi al-Nugmi, Wadi Mudhayel and Wadi
Mubhatlhil in Al-Madinah al-Munawwarah Pronince
Khaled M. Eskoubi, Dr. Majeed Khan, Mohammad bin Saud al-Hamoud,

Saad bin Abdulrehman al-Ruwaisan, Farhan bin Khalaf al-Zamil.

Introduction:

Madinah al-Munawwarah province is known for its prominent historical and cultural
heritage and archaeological sites, as well as trade and pilgrimage routes, ancient water
facilities, irrigation system, dams, forts, watch towers, mosques, early Arabic and ancient
inscriptions and rock art sites. The remains of its past are still preserved and can be secn on
various locations all over Madinah region. During the comprehensive survey and
investigations large number of ancient inscriptions such as Thamudic, Musnad al Janubi,
Nabataean and early Islamic Kufic in addition to petroglyphs of human and animal figures are
documented that represent several cultural periods cf the human history of the region (plate
4.1).

During the archaeological survey this year (1421 H) large number of sites have been
registered and documented. But, before this survey the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and
Museums has already conducted surveys in 1390 H, 1417H and 1420 H. The survey and
intensive investigations shall continue in the forthcoming years until its completion. However,
the present investigations revealed archaeological sites ranging from stone age to the early
Islamic period.

Al-Madinah al-Munawwarah is an importani area from the point of view of religion,
geography, history and archaeology. It was the first capital of Islamic State about which much
has been wriiten by the Muslim and Eurcpean travelers, historians and geographers. Among
the early visitors to Madain Saleh and al-Ula were famous Europeans like Richard Burton,
Jaussan and Savinag, and St. John Philby, who wrote on the ancient history, archaeology and
inscriptions, but none of them could visit the areas that our survey team has visited and
recorded new sites. However, there were Arab histerians also who visited the area and wrote
on its history and archaeology such as Abdul Qudus al-Ansari, Ibrahib bin Ali-al-Ayashi,
Shaikh Ali Hafiz, Ahmad Yasin al-Khiyari and Aftiq bin Ghaith al-Bilady and others.

There one specialist who contributed greatly to the archaeology and history of Madinah
Provinc among those is Professor Abdul Rahman al-Ansari, who wrote on the Lihyanite
inscriptions, and Professor Saad A.al-Rashid, who wrote on Darb Zuhaydha- the pilgrimage

route from Makkha to Kufa, cannot be overlooked. King Saud University has been
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Notes

- The circular structure (the main burial) is the first and oldest building which was built

during various phases but is the finest and most elaborate building.

- The burial chamber was built like two parallel lines intersecting each other such as (+).
It was located inside the burial during the first season of the excavation and it was without

capstone,
- The remains of pillars are very few and are scattered on the mounds of Rajoom Sa’asa.

- The artifacts located on this Tel are very few and little as compared to its size and shape
of the burial. Very few pottery shreds, beads and bones are found in this burial which may
help in dating the site. These objects also represent the transitional period between two phases
of the construction of this burial and its associated architectural elements.

- Location of a piece of a new cloth at a depth of 20 cm in the sitting place inside the
circular building and outside the burial room is the evidence the burial was used at later times

also.
CONCLUSION:

Four archaeological mounds were excavated during this season. Three were located close
to each other, separated by a few meter from each other, but each was different in
construction style from the other. One of the structure was rectangular in shape, other
cylindrical and the third oval shaped with steps. As noted in the first season, there were some
differences in the interior of the burials. Like last season, we could not find archaeological
objects during this season which could help in dating and comparative study of the two sites.

Tel 4 attracts the attention of the viewer because of its large standing pillar similar to that
located at Rajajil at Sakaka. May be it was erected with the same or different purpose,
although there is a great difference both in time and distance between the two pillars at Rajajil
and Rujoom. Under the pillars of Rujoom there are graves but without any archaeological
evidence and thus there are no artifacts except some broken pieces of bones mixed with the
soil. But, it is quite possibie that these pillars inside the building had some association with
the rituals performed for the deceased during burial. It is contrary to the burials located at the
site of Sanayia in Tayma where the square or rectangular space is located at the east of each
grave to perform rituals (Abu Duruk, 1416 H). This type of burial is very likely represents a
transitional period between the Rujoom Sa’sa’ burials and that of Sanaiya burials in Tayma.
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squares of 5 x 5m to facilitate excavation and documentation of objects .

The Tel was 3 m high from the ground and was covered with stones of various sizes and
shapes. At its southern and westemn parts there are a number of pillars 30 to 120 cm high from
the ground leve!l of the mound. A few of them have fallen down. Ttis noted that at the eastern
side of the mound the area was dug and rocks were scattered roughly in circular order but it
did not damage the mound on a large scale. There is another recent digging and a hole from

south to the north is located in square 8 c.
Excavation Results

Before starting the work some of the elements were visible at the top of the mound. A
circular wall could be seen surrounded by another circular wall lesser in height and some
pillars located from south to west in addition to some large stone pieces which were probably
fell down from the grave and were originally used to cover the grave and it appears as if they
were taken from the other mound. The excavation started from the top in the middie of the
mound in the squares no. 6¢, and 6h. 1t was composed of a layer of stones and then a layer of

mud under and around it. The same structure was found in other squares of the mound.

It was found that the mound consisted of an oval shaped stairway in the middle of the
burial in shape of (+), that is two rectangular intersected and forming four chambers or burial
chambers towards each at 30 degree. The stones of the inside walls are placed and plastered
nicely on the flat soil. The walls are 60 c¢m high. Bones were found scattered on the floor but
no capstone could be located (Plate 3.5 b, 3.6)

These chambers are surrounded by a circular wall of 6 m diameter. In between the circular
wall and the burial chambers is a space filled with small soil and small rocks. The circular wall
is surrounded by another wall, lesser in height, about 30 ¢m, and then there is a space of about
100 c¢m between the two circular walls covered with circular stone slabs and is 795 m in
diameter. There is a third wall around these two walls. It is 80 ¢m high and 9.8 m in diameter.
The remains of it are found in the northeast of the room, the rest of it is destroyed, may be due
to additional works carried out in the south of the burial. The stones of the walls are circular and

are placed in proper order. It is two meter high and very well built (Plate 3.7 d).

Some bone pieces are found in the burial chambers in addition to some beads, two black
pottery shreds similar to those located in the industrial area excavations of Tayma. Some
additional structures are located besides the burial. which were added later. This structure is
of lower height but attached with the original building at its southwestern area. It consisted of
three main units each contains a number of pillars and covered with sand and soil. We do not
know the function and use of these architectural units, but it is possible that the room was

used to perform rituals associated with the burial of the deceased (Plate 3.6, 3.15 b).
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have been destroyed completely.

- There are several rectangular burials in the Rajoom Sa’asa area which were discovered

during 1418 H season,
- The burials were opened previously and the objects were stolen.

- There is no connection between the burial and the water channel located besides the

burial, perhaps it had to do something with the burial ritual.
Mound 3:

This Tel is located north of Tel no.? and northwest of the fence around the site. It was
divided into the tfollowing squares 5c, 5h, 6¢ and 6h (Plate 3.5 a, b).

The mound is composed of oval shaped stone structure with a diameter of about 17 m and
the height of about 1 m (plate 3.7 ¢). The work started with cleaning the debris around the
stone structure and cleaning the site. A bulk of 1 m wide was created in the middie of the
burial oriented from north to south. The digging started in the middle, the trregularly scattered
rocks were removed (o reach the burial chamber. As expected the burial was oriented from
west o east, but the real direction could not be confirmed as the grave was completely
destroyed by the robbers (plate3.3 b, 3.5 a).

Excavation Results

It was revealed that the burial was circular in shape with one single circular wall around it and
without steps or platform around it like other graves. The structure of the room or burial chamber
and its orientation could not be recognized as it was stolen and destroyed completely by the
robbers (plate 3.7 ¢). But, it is probable that it was oriented towards east/west and was rectangular
in shape according to studies conducted during the first season in 1418 H.

Small cut rocks were used in the construction of the building particularly in the exterior
part, and no plaster could be observed in the walls (plate 3.9 a). While inside the room large
stone slabs were used which were placed in irregular order. There was a large stone slab
beneath the upper layer at the height of about 35 cm. and was probably placed under the grave
and beneath the body to protect the body from humid soil. The diameter of the external wall
was 5.53 m and it was 80 cm thick and one meter high,

Mound 4 : (Plate 3.2 b)

It is one of the largest mounds located in the area of Rujoom Sa’sa’. There is no other
large Tel in one hundred meters area of the site with the exception of a cluster of graves
located in the west at about 1.6 km from the graves discussed above. It is located at 27" 35
688" N longitudes and 38" 32" 594" E latitudes (Plate 3.3 a).

The mound and its annexes are protected by a 40m x 40 m fence.

It was divided into 16 squares of 10m x 10m, while each one was further divided into 4
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"The burial chamber is oval shaped 150c¢m x 85cm, located in the middle of the room and
ortented from west to east. Tt was built with medium sized stones (the upper part is missing).
It is 120 cm deep from its circular entrance of about 3.60 m. diameter. It was probably
covered with stone slabs. The highest point of the Tel is 120 cm. above the ground level of
the burial. There is another layer of stone slabs around the grave, lesser in height about 15/2()
¢m. and about 85 cm. thick with a diameter of about 5.30. Near it is the third platform 15/2()
cm. high, 60 cm. wide and 6.65 cm. in diameter. It is the last and the outer platform around
the grave built to make the outer arex looking good in appearance. The circular building was
covered with soil and small stone slabs were placed around it one over the other to make three
circular platforms around the burial (Plate 3.7 a, b).

The plastered part of the burial chamber wall was removed and it was found that under it
is the layer of red clay soil.

Mound 2:

It is located at about 12 m north of mound I (plate 3.2 a). Tt consists of long cairn
(about 16 m), low in height from the ground and oriented from north to east. In the middle of
the eastern part of the structure there are piles of small rocks. This Tel was divided into
squares 6 ¢ and 7 c.

The work started by removing the debris, cleaning the surface and laying a grid for
excavation. The outer wall of the building appeared during this cleaning and the middle part
indicated some piles of rocks and stones scattered irregularly.

Excavation Results (Platc 3.3b. 3.4 b)

The excavation revealed that the building is oval shaped and is 7.9m x 3.08 m long. It is
ortented towards north and is 22 degree inclined towards east. The thickness of the wall varies
between 75 cm. to 68 cm. and is 33 cm. in height, and consisted of four layers of structure. The
broken stones were used in the construction of the building both inside and outside and no
partitions were created during the first phase of the construction but in the second phase
partition walls were built inside the buria] chamber for each grave. Thus, there were dt least
eight or ten burial rooms. The body was placed and turned at left with face towards cast, while
the right hand was placed in front of the body giving the impression as if in sitting posture
(plate 3.8 a). During the continued excavation in square 6¢ we discovered what appears 10 be a
water channel in one of he platform only. it was separated from other structures of the building.
It was about 2 m long and built on the same ground surface of the burial (Plate 3.8 b).

Observations:

- No capstone could be located from the burial, either on the grave or any where around
the building.

- The remains of northern and southern walls are not found, either these were not built or



Archaeological Excavations
on the Site of Rujoom Sa’sa’ - Tayma
(Second Season 1421 H / 2000AD)

Mahmood al-Hajri, Mutlaq al-Mutlag, Dr. Anis Hashim, Sulaiman al-Shaman,

Saud al-Najam, Salah al-Helwa and Saleh al-Radhiyan

Location:

Rujoom Sa’sa’ is an important site on the archaeological map of Tayma (northwest of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia), it is part of the archaeological mounds located insided and outside
the famous Tayma wall. The mounds at Rujoom Sa’sa’ are located on a slightly higher land
towards south and southwest of the wall of the old city of Tyama. The land gradually declined
towards north and continued with the wall for a distance of about 20 km towards south (Plate
3.1).

The survey team started its works on Sunday 25/6/1421H corresponding to 24/9/2000. The
potential mounds for excavation was selected. Out of four of the selected mounds, three are
located near some old buildings northwest of the burials at 27 36 529 N and 38" 32 600 E.

Work started on the three chosen mounds. Grid was laid and the area was divided into 10
m x 10 m squares (Plate 3.1, 3.2). Each section was allotted to a team of archaeologists. The
area was cleaned, rocks and sand from the surface were removed that resulted in the
appearance of stone foundations and other building structures. The digging was started to find

whether it was a room, a burial or some other structure.
Mound 1:

It is located southeast of the fence and was divided into 18 squares of 10 m x 10 m each.
The mound was in fact a stone cairn almost cylindrical in shape with a diameter of 20 m and
one and half meter high from the land(Plate: 3.7 a).

The work started by removing the rocks scattered on the site and other surface material.
Medium sized rocks located around the exterior wail were left. A meter wide bulk was left
between the Tel and the burials (plate 3.3b, 3.4 ).

Excavation Results

The exactions on the building site revealed that it was a burial, cylindrical in shape with
three steps leading inside the burial chamber; the steps are wider at the beginning and
narrower downward inside the grave (plate 3.3 b). In the middle of the room there was a
single burial chamber oriented from east to west slightly inclined towards south (plate 3.4 a).
It is noted that the objects might have been stolen as nothing is found in the grave except the

upper stone slab or cover of the grave.
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slabs each 82 cm long and 30 cm wide. The burial situated at about 50 cm south of the square
wall. Only one cap stone was removed at the time of stealing the grave. The grave was
oriented east to west slightly tilted towards northern side. It is similar to other burial located
in the neighboring square last year. The only difference is in its length which is 170 cm long

while the length of the last year chamber was 2m (plate 2.9 b, ¢).

Another cap stone was removed from the grave besides the first capstone that was already
removed by the robbers. There was nothing but sand only mixed whith pieces of bones and
pottery. Although the burial chamber was in good condition as it was very well built. It was

built with Jime stones which were arranged in proper way inside the chamber (plate 2.9 ¢).

After exposing the burial, took the measurements and photographs, prepared plan and
continued to remove the sand from east and west of the grave (a,b) unti! reached the depth of 110

cm.

It was decided to make a sounding farther towards south in 5m x 3m area (section C).
This is the area near the circular burial which was built with the same materials like other
graves of the Tel (plate 2.10 ¢). While removing sand at the east of the circular burial (no.3)
a rectangular stone block of lime stone measuring 43 cmx 42 cm and at a depth of 25 cm. was
located. It is noted that the stone slab was falen down from the top and was part of a stairway

to the burial room which was located later.

Furthery deep digging in the rectangular pit (C) and at a depth of 45 cm appeared a large
rock about 160 cm away from the southern trench. The rock was found in the lowest part of the
pit. Tt was very likely a stone associated with the circular burial. While removing the sand from
the pit appeared a stairway oriented from south to north and consisted of 6 steps (plate 2.10
a). We continued removing sand from the rectanguler (C) until reached a depth of 140 cm. At
this depth we could see the exact construction of the circulare burial which consisted of a layer
of sand, above it was a 30 cm thick layer of green mud and above it was a mixwre of lime
stone rocks and sand. It was observed that the trench formed the shape of semi-circle also it
could be noted that at the time of making the stairway consisting of six steps, probably the
sand came from the digging of the burial and was thrown at the place where the steps were
built. The base of the stairway ended at the end of green mud layer which covered the sandy

area and hold the stairway base (plate 2.10 a).

After that the rectangular pit 5m x 5m oriented north south was opened, it was numbered
(d). It is located in front of rectangular pit (c). It was the area located outside the circular

burial but could not find anything in the excavation.
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located in this Tel in 1419 season; while other believe that it has no relatinship with the buried
body of the child as the burial apparently seems to be located in a secret place, the body is
very well preserved and nobody ever tounched it (plate 2.6).

The excavations in these two squares (plate 2.6 b, 2.8 a) resuited in the collection of
large number of pottery shreds in various, sizes and textures in addition to some small bowls,
terracotta figurines of human and animal images and incense burners. We did not find any

architectural remains in any of the four squares,
Tel no. 2;

It is located at about 200 meters north of Tel al-Zayer, The digging in the middle of this
Tel started last year in square 9d, but no building structure or buriajs could be located during
the excavation of last year. Therefore, we continued the digging in the same Tel in square
no.8 located north of square 9d (plate 2.1 b). No evidence of any building or burial could be
found in this square also. Thus, another area of 5m X 5m at the top of the Tel was chosen for
excavation. The debris was removed, surfaced was cleaned and photographed (plate 2.7 b).

At a depth of 4.87m in the square a layer of ashes was found, lime stones of various size
and shapes along with some pieces of pottery and human bones (plate 2.8 a, b, ¢). This area
was previously dug as the ashes, soil and other objects were all mixed and the layers were
disturbed and everythin g was disturbed and mixed up .

Burial no. 2 frem circular burials:

There are seven circular burials located about 2 km south east of Tel al-Zayer, The first
circle was discovered last year and it was found that these circular structures in fact contain
graves (plate 2.2). This year a circular structure (no.2) was chosen for excavation, It is
situated west of Circle no. | in which several burial were discovered during last years'

excavations. The burial is located at:
516" 517 26° N latitudes
573" 43" 48"E longitudes

This circle has a diameter of 15 m. A square was chosen in the middle of the Circle
(no.1), The debris was removed and the surface was cleaned, it was photographed and started
excavation. At a depth of 70 cm. a layer of gypsum appeared (plate 2.9 a), which was part of
the burial that extended towards east. Thus, further 3 meters area was added to the square
towards east (section b) and continued the excavation until at a depth of 120 cm a complete
capstone of the grave was loeated (plate 2.3). Here we also located 1 medium-sized bowl in

upside down postion close to the wall of the burial. The cap stone consisted of four stone



Report on the Excavation of Thaj
(1421 A.H/ 2001 A.D)

Abdul Hameed Al-Hashash

The excavation at Thaj during this season was the continuation of last seasons work on
the same site. The main target of the excavation was to complete the excavation which was
started in last year specially on the main site east of the (Amir’s) offices local governor that is
Tel no. 1, also known as Tel al-Zayer and Tel no. 2 located north of Tel al-Zayer at about 200
m. The work shall continue further in the coming seasons to complete the excavations on
these two main mounds. While the third and the last site consists of some strangc circles
located outside the Thaj fence area. These are situated southeast of Tel al-Zayer at about 2 km
and the test sounding of last year suggested that the site contains several burials located in the
centre of each circle. Due to the lack of time all the circular areas werc not excavated during
Jast season. This year Circle no. 2, located besides circle no. 1 (which was excavated last
year), was chosen for excavation 1o find out whether there are additional bunals or

architectural elements attached to the main burials or not.

Mr. Nabil Yousef al-Shaikh, the technical photographer of the team with some of his
colleagues, surveye the area around Thaj particularly the sites on the ancient route of al-Ahsa
from Uray’ra to al-Na’'ariya following old Thaj track. He located a number of sites in this

arca.

As a result of co-operation in the field of archaeolgy between the GCC countries, for the
first time archaeologists from Bahrain participated in the excavation at Thaj. These were Mr.
Khalil Mohammad Faraj, archaeological researcher, and Mr. Khamis Ali Bu Allay, Surveyor
from the National Museum of Bahrain.

(1) Tel al-Zayer:

Two squares of 5 m x 5 m were chosen for excavation from the last years grid on the
same Tel. The ground surface of the first square C2 and the second square C4 (plate 2.1 a)
was thoroughly cleaned, debris was removed from the squares and photographs of the site
were taken before starting the digging (plate 2.5 a). It is noted that this area contains the

debris transferred from other area which contained several burned pottery shreds.

At a depth of about 1m, at the western intersection of the two squares C3 and C4, bones
of a buried camel were located. These bones are found in three places of the intersection, that
is, in the middle, in the northern and southern atreas (plate 2.5 b). It is suggested by our

colleagues that the camel was sacrificed and buried near the grave of a child which was
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Summary and Results

1- Archaeological excavations carried out this year at al-Ukhdoud (Najran) site revealed an
integrated architectural unit consisting of three small rooms, probably were used as storage. As
for the other excavations, being the most damaged area, it was difficult to identify and recognize
the complete structure of architectural unit. However, some parts of the structure may suggest
that it was a temple site particularly location of an inscription on a metal plate supports this
suggestion as it mentions the name of deity Salman. This inscription offers new information
regarding the location of a temple for deity dhu Samawi in Dharban city in Ukhdoud as the
inscription signifies .

2- Artifacts discovered this year were diverse and very well-made , though some of them were
similar to that of previous years findings (1417 A.H and 1421 A H) . They also show similarity
to those located on the site of al-Fao.

3- One of these artifacts is a finger ring containing an mscription which is not deciphered
vet.

4- A number of coins were discovered this year with inscriptions and symbols worn out by
natural factors except a silver-made coin with some apparent signs.

5- The discovered objects suggest a good lifestyle of the inhabitants.

6- Several artifacts could be compared to that discovered at Al-Fao, Thaj and other sites in
the south of Saudi Arabia and could tentatively be attributed to a period from 3rd century BC to
3rd century AD. The metal plate could be attributed to a period from 1st century BC to 2nd
century AD.

7- The team suggests that excavations should be carried out in the next year on the
architectural units located in the south of the site so as to investigate thoroughly the units
discovered this year,

Moreover, it is highly recommended to continue excavations in the area between the fort
and the mosque located in 1417.AH, so as to define the successive settlements in the area in

general and to establish the dating and chronology in the light of new findings.

BEEAR N ot ke e
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Second: engraved on a fragment of a bronze plate :

There is an inscription on a rectangular-shaped piece consisting part of a line on one of the

bronze plate (plate 1.10 b) reads as follows :

e . SMWY /BZT/M) ...

Third: inscription on a bronze plate:
An inscription on a fragment of a bronze plate representing the upper part of its left side showing
the last five letters at the end of the first line of the seript, It reads as follows:

....... (ZYDM/H)

7y dm :itis a proper noun of someone which ends with the letter (M) meem in Arabic
language iM1 which equals itunweeni in the Arabic classic. It is called Zaid z y d m is
well-known in this mode as in the Sabaii inscription (Ja 669/1) and in Qatbanyyah inscriptions
(RES 4073/1-2)
Fourth: Inscription on a wall:
b-A rectangular shaped sand stone rock located on one of the first layer of a wall contains a
Musand Janubi inscription of four letters (y I f m) .
y | £ m : it might be a proper noun in pattern of yaf’al (doing) .That is, yalfim .Al-Litam means
Nigab or in English a (veil) on the end of the nose talaffama, he concealed or talaftamut she
concealed her face with a veil. Al-Tufumut she tightened her veil. tuluffuma he had on his turban
he had veiled his face (Ct, Al-Fairozabadi, dictionary . page 1495 ; plate 1:16)

2- A rectangular-shaped sandstone rock on one of the first course in the house wall contains
a Musnad inscription consists of four letters - mrdea’

m r d ea’ - this word was mentioned as a title of poetic verse in Qatbany inscription
(RES3962\2) and in the Sabaiiyyah inscriptions(CTH 368/5). In the Arabic classic morad and

murdoon scented with perfume and saftron (Cf,Al-Fairozabadi, dictionary .p.p 931).
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Primary study of inscriptions located in Ukhdoud excavation, Najran
By Dr. Salim bin Ahmed bin Tiran
Description :

A rectangular-shaped bronze plate which were usually hung in the ancient temples in the
south of Saudi Arabia was found during excavations in the 4th season in the Ukhdoud area,
Najran. It was in bad status and broken into two parts. It is 16 ¢cm long in its upper part, 13 cm at
the base and 16 cm in width. The other part is smaller and is 8 cm long, 7.5 wide. The missing
part of this plate has also been recovered. The upper edge of the plate is decorated with jig saw

design just like that of cornich of temple stones in the south of Saudi Arabia.

On the plate is engraved with Musnad text consisting of seven lines, each letter is almost 1 cm
long (plates 1.9 a, 1.9 b and 1.9 ¢ The panel was restored which facilitated in reading the
inscription. The right broken part of panel caused to lose seven to twelve letters of the first three
lines as well as fourteen letters of the last four lines .These missing letters created difficulty in
reading the full text. Thus, the remaining inscription does not give any sense of interpretation.
Moreover, if the missing parts were completed, it would base on assumption and the reading will be

tentative. These inscriptions could be attributed to a period between 100 to 200 AD (plate 1.10 a).
Translation:
I-SLMN/BN ..ZRM/ ZAHL/MLKN
2- SLA/ZSMWYADY/KABTN/BHIRN/DH
3-RB/N..WTRZ/SLMN/ ZSM
4-WY/ . ..HIRN/AZN/ZSM
5WY/..SLMN/BAZN
6-ZSMWY/.YThW/BNHW/WQNYHW
7-..Th W/BN/THWB/ YNAM
The above inscriptions read as under:
1: Salman / bin/ .... / Zahram from tribe Malkan,
2: offered of Samawi in his temple (KABTN) in the city,

- Dhar b (n........ ) wtrz Salman Dhu Sama .

4- Wi (e ) the city 1s Dhu Sama strenght or his own power,
5- Wi (e ) in power or authority
6- dhu Samawi .......... be blessed by (the deity), his properties or his slaves.

7- (and his home) .......... the reward (the reward with which) he was benefited.
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Steatite Wares:

An oval shaped pot was recovered with some parts of its base missing while the pot was
well-engraved. It seems that it was broken and metallic ¢lip were used for repairing the broken
object. Part of a pot was recovered with deep engraved geometrical motifs on its outer surface
for decorations in addition o part of a plate is made of steatite and very well-carved and polished
(platel.5 ¢).

Steatite grinder: Part of a grinding stone was discovered having cylindrical neck of 1.5 cm
diameter.

Marble grinder: A grinding pot was discovered made of yellow marble with curved edge.

Stone grinder: Some irregular shaped stone grinders were located with oval and circular

shaped bodies.

Glass objects: Bases and parts of class objects were located in the excavation. These arc

either in light biue or in olive-green or in pink color (plate 1.12 a).

Beads: Two beads were found, one was red agate and the other was a half part of a big bead

in brown and white color.

Incense burners: (plate 1.11 ¢) Three incense burners of stones were found, some of them
were complete while others were broken. The bodics were decorated with geometric patterns

while the embossed edges were thick and the body decorated in different colors.

Pottery incense burners: A piece of a potiery incense burner made of brown paste has becn
located in the excavation. It has four legs and obtrusive edges upward. The outer surface was

adorned with geometric decorations, triangles and dots (plate 111 ¢).

Shells: A variety of diverse snails in large and middle-sized were discovered (plate 1.12 b).
Metals (plate 1.9 ¢, 1.10)

.- A metal object might be a semicircular bracelet.
-- A dagger head or a curved spearhead

A semicircular object with two handles, one of which has broken and was used for melting

metals.

__ A Bronze ring adorned with Musnad script.

-~ A silver coin with drawings and inscriptions.

-- A part of a metal plate with an inscription in Musnad script consists of nine lines. This
board has protrusive edge representing a decorative element.

__relics of a metal board with engraved Musnad letters..

—-a part of a metal board with engraved Musnad inscription,
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Jars: There are wheel made. A number of pear-shaped jars made of impure muddy paste.
On the inner and outer surface are potters finger imprints .On the outer surface closer to the edge
are zigzag lines made for decoration, and sometimes the edge is curved inward. The bottom is
concave-shaped and some spots are protrusive on the surface. Some objects are not very well
burned. Some objects are decorated with finger-prints. Sometimes, decorative motifs are made

by a nail tip-like tool (plate 1.5 a)

Cups: These cups are made of impure white-brown paste characterized by waving edges
and prominent bases. On the outer surface of the cups are deeply engraved lines for decoration.

They are polished internally and externally (plate 1.5 b, 1.8 ¢).

Goblets or bowls: Some discovered parts of goblets made of impure ornage paste with wheel.
Their outer and inner surfaces are painted in red ochre. Round the body of these goblets are straight
circling sunken ridges. There are sometimes finger-made or zigzag lines and sunken circles imprinted

over the body of goblets. The goblets contain penetrating-holed handles (plate 1.8 d).

Pottery jars: some discovered small and middle-sized jars are made of orange paste with
polished surfaces outward and inward. There are some spots of paint on the outer surface while
the edges are almost curved outward. Some jars have prominent projecting and the outer surface
1s decorated with circular motifs. These are made with wheel and signs of potter’s fingerprints

can be seen on the object.

Water cooler: A part of a pot was discovered. It is a hand-made with impure brown or red
paste. On the outer surface there are two handles for holding. It is expected that there are more

identical handles on the object which are missing. The base is even and burning was well-done.

Pottery filter: some bases of vessels were discovered, which were used as filters as several

holes were were equally punched in the bottom of the objects.

Steatite filter: Parts of some objects were discovered with holes in the rounded bases which

were most likely used for filtering.

Pottery Lid: Some lids were located with jars for which they were made. These covers were
cupola-shaped with a cavernous hole. The upper surface is sometimes decorated with wavy or
circular motifs. A small marble lid was also found on the site. Another gypsum lid of a jar was
found on which a name was written which was probably that of a buyer or a seller. The name of
the person on the lid was inscribed twice.(plate 1.5d, 1.11 b).

Marble Ware: Some recovered wares are made of white marble, well-carved and different in shape
according to the purposes for which they were made. They are either cylinder-shaped or notch-bodied
one of which has a handle like that of a lying animal. Also located a small-half bottle made of white
marble with the edge inverted outward and the bottom convex from outside (plate 1.11 d).
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charcol. The second layer of debris consisted of mud, large and middle-sized stones and little
sand. Just below it appeared brown soil mixed with sand, remains of animal bones and charcoal.
The third thin layer composed of red sand followed by a muddy layer and then appeared the
virgin soil.

In some other areas of the squares mud layers followed by debris of soil, middle-sized stones.

bones and ashes were found. The site was disturbed and not intact (plate 1.3 a. b).
C-Description of the architectural units:

Previous human activities on the working site caused damages 1o some walls that were fallen
on the site and it was difficult to distinguish architectural units in some areas. However, the

architectural units that could be traced during this excavation will be discussed here.

The discovered architectural units were built with solid stones. The stones were of large size
in the outer walls and middle sized in the inside walls. The stones vary in size and shape from
cube-shaped, square shaped or oblong-shaped. On the external part of some walls the names or
some drawings were carved, even some modern names are written on outside walls. No mud

mortar was used in the walls but gypsum was used in cementing and plastering the walls.

As mentioned above, an integrated architectural unit was located consisting of three rooms
two of which are small and the other is relatively middle-sized. This type of room was probably
used for storing as mentioned in previous seasons. It secms that it was an element of traditional
architecture also found in old cities such as al-Fao. These rooms are adjacent to a large
rectangular-shaped room tocated in the north and making L-shaped form. This unit is linked to
the two rooms discovered in the previous season within unit (44). There is a passage between
this room and unit (44) and attached to the unit discovered this year, a cube-shaped house

probably represents part of stairway attached to the unit westward.

As for the rest of the architectural formations discovred in the excavation of this year. it is
difficult to discribe them for reasons mentioned above. (plate 1.2, 1.7 a) However, we could
observe three small rooms (storage). On the east of these rooms are two small rooms and another
two larger rooms. In the south part of this unit is a large lintel of a door which is connected to
broken walls located adjacent to the cxcavation site. These stones are well trimmed, notably. on
top of walls. On a metallic plate (plate 1.10 a) is an inscription that reads: Temple of the deity
Sulaiman. 1t was probably a place where religious rituals were performed. Also, the bones and
pottery shreds in adjoining rooms may denote offerings and sacrifices for the deities.

Description of artifacts:

The artifacts discovered during this year will be classified according to the method of
manufacturing as a basic clement and other main characteristics such as paste, color, the outer

shape . decoration, making-style and burning etc.



Al-Ukhdoud Excavation (Najran)
4th season - 1422 H/2003AD
Awadh Ali Al-Subali, Saad Muhammacl Al-mishari, Abdul Aziz Al-Yahya,

Khalid Al-Hafi, Abdul Aziz Al-Hammad, Mohammed Al-Homoud

Introduction:

Excavations continued on the site of Al-Ukhdoud during the 4th season which is an
extension of the previous digging carried out by the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and
Museums in 1402, 1417, 1421 AH, (plate 1.1) revealing many cultural aspects, and the role
played by this site as one of the ancient trade centers. It was located on the cross section of the

trade routes coming from south, north and north-east of the Arabian Peninsula,

Excavation: On the east side of the fort, the following squares were selected for digging

from the grid laid last year:
89 AB-89GB-89FB-90 AB-90GB - 90 FB - 91 AB - 9] GB -91 FB

Thus, nine squares were chosen for excavation this year each of which was 10m x 10 m in
area. The squares in the architectural units consisted of 90, 91 GB; 90, 91 AB and 90, 91 FB
while the area of debris located adjacent to the architectural units outside the excavation area

was not excavated (plate 1.2).
A-Site description:

The place chosen for excavation during this year 1422 A H, is located on the east of the
building or the so-called fortress. Unfortunately, the site was mostly destroyed by tractors, the
signs of which could be seen even today. The soil was removed from here for farming and the
fertile land was ploughed for plantation and farming .These actions resulted in collapsing and
demolishing many walls of the architectural unites within the excavation area. We faced
difficulty in recording soil layers at many places such as the small room located in the northern

area of this years’ excavation (plate 1.6 b).
B-Strata layers:

The first layer was the surface layer consisted of mud mixed with sand and remains of tiny
plants, just followed by a precipitated muddy layer and then a layer of debris containing dry
mud, sand, large and middle-sized stones fell down from the side walls, pottery shreds and
wares. Some discovered vessels were broken. The last layer was that of solid earth of virgin soil

covered by the fallen walls.

On the northern part of square 90 GB, the surface layer was covered with mud and allavium

mingled with small stones while some of its segments contained a burnt layer of ashes and
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INTRODUCTION

This is the 18th issue of Atlal appearing at a proper time . It covers a variety of

topics such as detailed reports on the recent archaeological survey and excavations,
documentation of archaeological sites , scientific and research reports.
The Survey and Excavations Center of the Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Mu-
seums has exerted high efforts in bringing this issue to its present form. This issue is
the outcome of the program of Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and museums and its
policy of strictly foliowing the plan and program of survey and excavations, field
works directly conducted by the Deputy Ministry, or in cooperation with foreign in-
stitutions and research organizations, that work in the Kingdom under scientific,
technical and administrative rules and regulations.

This issue contains reports on the excavations conducted on the sites of al-
Ukhdoud in Najran, Thaj in the eastern region, and Rajoom Sa’sa in Tayma/ Tabuk
area. It also contains reports on the field works in the Madinah al-Munawarrah area,
al-Zulfi, and a report on the completion of the survey of ancient trade route be-
tween Yemen and Makkah al-Mukarramah. survey reports of Jubbah, Hail, and a
brief note on the newly discovered rock art site of al-Shuwaymis. Specialized report
on the second phase of Saudi-French cooperation for Madain Saleh project; and a
second report by the Japanese-Saudi expedition on the epigraphic survey of Madianh
al- Munawarrah and Najran constitute the prominent part of this volume.

In the end I extend profound thanks and appreciations to His Excellency Profes-
sor Dr. Muhammad bin Ahmad al-Rasheed, Ex Minster of Education and President
of High Council of Antiquities, for his continued efforts and valuable services for the
country and the nation, particularly his keen interest in promoting the archaeology
and preserving the cultural heritage of the Kingdom. We are pleased to welcome His
Excellency Professor Dr. Abdullah bin Salch bin Obaid al-Obaid, the new Minister
of Education and hope that he will encourage, help and assist in the development and
enhancing the cultural heritage and archaeology of the Kingdom until the department
of archaeology is annexed with the Supreme Commission of Tourism under the su-
pervision of HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman bin Abdulaziz. This is what the King-
dorn has achieved under the leadership of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
King Fahd bin Abdulaziz, and HRH Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz under whose rule
the antiquities and cultural heritage of our beloved country has appeared with a new
face of cultural tourism.

Prof. Dr. Saad A. al-Rashid
Deputy Minister of Antiquities and Museusm

~
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