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A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 1 ) a9l icliall gige

AVENN S ppall Lyia plige pasadl L0k - | DS Leluall aljia ddse gl 180k s ja -0
a. Grid line for the Tayma excavation site. (aVENY AV E L A) B aunlgall

b. The grid line for the excavation site of Tay-
ma industrial area. Third season 1411 AH.

Lenall Salskall e 503 lgall aan o Jill 8 pualae il LAY Jabsall -2

c. General view of the Excavated site.




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 2 f asgl

e Ha Sl uls LaY (o) Blaall giluall ual oo

Adse Bpdss SVl Bk, yas
c. One of the burial chamber showing pottery
sherds, bow! and other artifacts.

a. The view of the  JWLY| silae ua¥ dallas |
child’s burial place. ’

Jib pilae Jals desiie ol ygian - o
b. Artifacts inside the burial chamber.




3 e pshall iy Dliny ) -
lall sty 5,300

a. Studying the artifacts from
the burial chamber.

ilaall s Ll Lusliel Wi - o
b. checking the soil of the burial
chamber.

O.N..u“ aa J‘A|JJ—¢=_suuT_)__'_x

¢. Skull of a camel from one
of the burial chamber.




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 4 £ dsgl Lcliall adse

Jub @il Jalye oo daye -
Chlaall jaa

a. General view of the site
before excavation

(‘i \)Jlldan.u‘,gj{:gﬁld l&.i -
b. Qutside circular structure
around the well.

o U1 e il e s
(1Y) slaall g alall St

¢. View of the well.




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 5 0 dsgd it livall bge

Siaall b el LaS sbal b Ladby il jlas < Ll TUAIA) ggaall

a. Inside view of the well.

o b Lalsll b plasie Hhae - o
(o) Gilida Gbual Gl calatl

g.‘:l:‘.]l e Ja¥l A6 Ly
b. View of the burial chamber
with its entrance

¢. View showing the top cover of the burial.




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 6 1 syl Lcliall gige

il L 5ygem - |
MNE A gl Lue il
a. Aerial view of the

burial site.

Lialleaiypa-u
AVEN s gl Lol
b. Aerial of the excava-

tions at industrial site
1410 AH season.

2\ gl b olishall gl -

. Section of the layers of square no. 17.

2]




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 7

v isgl

J\Vc_u;;“giaﬁ._dnﬂgic.]ah_‘l

a. Section of the laycrs in square 17,

oAl pe Liga bypia -2

c. Aerial view of the west
side of the site.

Jladdl o g 890 - 0
b. Aerial view of the

northern side of the ex-
cavated site.




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 8 A dsgd

dcliall 2igo

Slaall apntil oyl g lanall fuuleall s laaa
A1 o) T e gamall I o yall
81 s o e panall Ll i ol
bl (e ganal) G ol

Plan of the burial site showing various construction stages.

First phase is shown in orange color.
Second phase is shown by dark color.
Third phase is shown by light color.




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 9 4 dsgl dicliall gdse

--I

Al (pn B, T30 508 L - | 5 pionall Ll (0 (s 2550 A1 -
Lie giaall 515k Lagill 5o i
a. Bowl! decorated both inside and outside. b. Small bow! with decorations.

US55 Lk pe LuiSlaia dnghaiy Tiya3e 558 Ly - > oy JA 11 o Eija5e ByaS Do) - 9
Lowsia YIS e buall 315k
c. Large bowl decorated with lines. d. Highly decorated large bowl.



A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 10 Vo Aol dcliall gise

Lo e pay ja 50 a3 juiun dakad | Cipade b gulel phie piie S - o

a. A small bowl after restoration. b. A small cup without any decorations.

Ligla bghds 4,350 5 piie Ll . o oo Toll e ja e aaall asgio Ly -
dagiing Ly 8y ae dalall e Gl

¢. A small vase decorated with lines and dots. d. A small bowl with decorated rims and outside part.




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 11 1) dagd dpcliall ghge

oaaliag selgs Jiad HAA 5uS (o phi - o
Gl pasd

b. Pottery sherds obtained during the
excavations.

un;,eg;lﬂ alagh Jias jlaall jul e pledi oo

c. Pottery sherds and the rims.




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 12 IF Aol Lecliall gige

b. Ivory necklace gldl go Jag abiyam oo a. Ivory bracelets. gl (e pylai -

c. A necklace Gl Ll 5,a00 fe sie




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 13 1 dsgd

‘,l_-,_-_‘iliil:.s.dltilﬂlc,am_‘l ELIJIC,A_}_)‘;’IUA.I.!JMJ;J&I.&_?
a. A necklace made of shells b. A necklace made of beads and shell.

¢. A necklace made of shells




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 14 14 dsgl

a. Part of an axe. b. Arrow heads. oo o e Ly -

c. Metal bracelets




A Preliminary report of the industrial site Plate 15 10 dsgd

+Lais e bivall @l jial ple b

A plan of the excavation of Tayma Industrial Site.




A Preliminary report on the excavation at AL- Hijr ~ Plate 16 1 dsgd ol Sbipas

a. General view of the Nabataean tombs of (s2adl) @la ilue b L plial ale o
Madain Saleh (AL-Hijr).

EEEEN.

b. Sherds from the excavations of (la Oilaa) saall Ljia e Lylad HuS oG
AL-Hijr (Madain Saleh).




A Preliminary report on the excavation at AL- Hijr  Plate 17 IV dsgd ol Sibipds

a. General View of the Excavated Site of (aall) pllia Gilan (e Ljial ale ke

Madain Saleh).

TN e Y .;?‘ =

b. General view of An Excavated Site At (jaall) plla Hilse Lyia plgal ple Hhia -0
Madain Saleh (AL-Hijr).




Excavation at Hazem Agila In AL- Kharj Plate 18 1A dsgd T Sbyas

a. General view of the northern part of the site affected by Bouldozer.

Gl Sy ol pall el G o Y1 U n e3ad Slaia
b. View of the site before excavation.




Excavation at Hazem Agila In AL- Kharj Plate 19 14 dsgd ool Silias

).IAJI:—L‘L'J.I.I&J-&H_’L-H—"

a. General view of the trench after excavation.

J.us“ U’" w-_':. | I:lLi-.LM (Edsac c.ki.n -
b. Vertical section of the excavation layers in the trench




Excavation at Hazem Agila In AL- Kharj Plate 20 fo dogd Tl Sliyas

Dlaallpda g oAl e Gl Gaall Hlie
a. View of the excavation site showing the floors and the walls.

guiall (88 bla. o
b. Horizontal plan of the trench.




Excavation at Hazem Agila In AL- Kharj Plate 21 M asgd T Slipas
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Laiall ope 4ylas s
Pottery located on the surface of the site.



Excavation at Hazem Agila In AL- Kharj Plate 22 If dsgd  Zr
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Pottery sherds located on the surface of the site



Excavation at Hazem Agila In AL- Kharj Plate 23 ¥ dsed T Sl
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Pottery sherds located on the surface of the site



Rock art survey Plate 24 i dsgd  dupseall digdilly posnspdl Jusassly s

N\ ad) el
Jla b wle e gugad (28
ol - S
The Bedouin (Thamudic)
inscription from Jebel al
Kaukab, Najran.

Y f"i-’ el
=SSl Ga (guped AR
Ol

gﬁ Bedouin inscription from
_ o Jebel al Kaukab

A pd, pad
S Jlin e Loagad Sl
WOlsad
Bedouin inscription from
Jebel al Kaukab




Rock art survey Plate 25 10 dogd duysuadl pugdilly posnpdl Jusminudy as

:‘\‘..'n_,ual
_ue_bfdl@&;JJﬁJ.ii
Oload

Bedouin (Thamudic)

inscription from al-Ain,

Yadmah, Najran.

Nl pad
ool Loy o gl ol
Ol

Bedouin inscription from

al-Ain, Najran

AN ?.BJL)AJ
oAl Tlall (e Lugad il
Oaall e

Bedouin inscription from
al-Qalitha near al-Ain,
Najran
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Rock art survey Plate 26 M dsgd  dusualdl Jlgdilly pgmydl Jusmasiy pua >

SYY piy el
Qagadll Gigdill (e Legans
Lilgaay Loosl pgu; iila |
cdads - 835 e
Thamudic inscriptions and
human figures from
Yadmaha.

AY 235 yal
dads (e (gagal AR
Thamudic inscriptions
from Yadmaha.

Ol - e (e Luggal Sl
Thamudic (Bedouin)
Inscriptions from Najran.




Rock art survey Plate 27 Y dsgd  Asysualdl Ggaidly pgunydl usmaudy o

o aly ad

Lyl S el i

s - e g Gya Baeda
Thamudic (Bedouin)

inscriptions from Birhima,

Najran

g_a..!‘l i—“u_) i__n..l_,_n:l ut\,..i.a -
- o O lpas pgay
".'BGJIJ

Inscriptions and Wusums

from Himma, Najran.

AV 4l el

il
Musnad al Janubi
inscriptions from
Al-Khushayba, Najran




Rock art survey Plate 28 A dsgd  dupsuuall Hugailly powm ] Judmisiiy jua>

NA a8, el
Ol - pan (e chissa
Musnad al Janubi
inscription from Jebel
Madmik, Hammi, Najran.

V4 \d-) el
Ol - aa (e cliase
Musnad al Janubi

inscription from Jebel al

Madmik, Hammi, Najran.

Musnad al Janubi
inscription from Jebel al
Madmik, Hammi, Najran.




Rock art survey Plate 29 A dsgd  dupswaldl Gugdilly pgaudl fosminuiy s

YN ad, el
VPO RVCURETRY ¥
(e Oe S8

Musnad al Janubi
; o inscription from Jebel
o Kaukab from Hammi.

LYY a3, e [
(g e S5
Musnad al Janubi
inscription from Jebel
Kaukab, Najran.

YY a3y gaid
Jis G (s e S
(o (e SS
Musnad al Janubi
inscription from Jebel
Kaukab, Najran.




Rock art survey

Plate 30

Apeiad! ugaidly posyll Juonsidy puas

Y& a3, yad

Jia O s S GBS ;"
o oSS

Musnad al Janubi
inscription from Jebel
Kaukab

:Y'\‘J‘)‘_,a.‘.
O oSS daa b s S
.gu

A Nabataean inscription
from Jebel Kaukab

Yo phy el
O S8 daa e (ol i
G
A Nabataean inscription
from Hammi, Jebel

Kaukab




Rock art survey Plate 31 P odsgd  dupswad! Glgdillg pgnpdl Jusandy pas

YV iy el
- Ldad) eaill e o85S GES
Olyas

A Kufic inscription from

al-Nastla al Uliya, Najran

:’f/\\;.i_,ual
- Ladadl Qhaaill fpa  45S 0

Olyad
A Kufic inscription from

al-Nastla, Najran

Y4 iy el
S s Loy (ra iy S S
Ol
A Kufic inscription from
Fara’a Bilal, Najran




Rock art survey Plate 32 PP odsgd  dupsuall Ggdilly peudl iy o

ARSI
Llyas o g ledll
a. Rock Cut Tombs of
Madain Saleh.

TN ad) pad
- saAY s e S A
Ol
a. Rock Cut Tombs of
Madain Saleh.

Yy e |
- Soedl pise (e A5S 0ES
Olyas

a. Rock Cut Tombs of

Madain Saleh.




Rock art review  Plate 33 PP iy dupseaadl pgusupdl b T wdS o duadi dawlys

" -ia P 4

Rock K-=-59 Vol.4,page 96
\'lih-i-ﬂci;yrtﬂﬂ-ﬂiﬂ

Dahthami 7 E l

Style Vol.4,page 47
U
Mahash Sty)
Vol.3,page 150
ladl ol

Tracings from Anatis books on Central Arabia.

¢ e el g S e



Rock art review  Plate 34 FE dogd dppsaadl pguidl b U LS e duadi dawl)s

- w

Vol. 3, page 71. Vol. 3, page 150. Vol. 3, page 64.
Mahash Style Mahash Style Mahash Style
VY dmie U ;J-,-’_Jl Vo domae 20N ;}'gn.“ 1§ donine U ;J",Jl
Hldl 5l b Sl 5 b ool 5 b
.3 w3 o
Vol. 3, page 71. Vol. 4, page 45 Vol. 4, page 96.
Negev Style Mahash Style Dahthami Style

VY i 2JU ;.J":..J‘ iom Ft}“ ;f-.“ 41 it |, qb.";ﬁ."

18 17 8
Vol. 3, page 144 . Vol. 4, page 149 Vol. 3, page 63.
Waist, Style Dahthami Style Negev Style
2000 - 1000 B.C. V94 donio l,H ;J.>.J1 3000 - 2000 B. C.
VEE Do EJUI ;J’z-.“ ‘.SAUG:-:q Y i U ;}’.J‘
gy 51k il 51 b
r.;_’\oon'—".-. f"choo—rt0|

Tracings of various animal figures from Anati's books .



Rock art review Plate 35

Fo dsgd dupsmiadl pgaspdl b LT IS e duads dawlys

Kaukab style
Vol . 4, page 126

N el S5

VYT i

Kaukab style
Vol . 4, page 126

gl el oS8l

VYT e

25

Kaukab style
Vol .4, page 18

ezl LS8 51

VA douie

28
Kaukab style
Vol . 3, page 131
il S8 Sl

VYN i

20

Kaukab style
Vol . 4, page 25

N el 5 b

Yo doip

23

Kaukab style
Vol . 4, page 100

e el S5 51
Voo domdee

|
X

Kaukab style
Vol . 4, page 36

¥ dsmi.

r o

Kaukab style
Vol. 4, page 78

e el S8 51

VA imie

21

Dahthami style
Vol. 4, page 174 .

M e ,‘;Um—b N

V) § dae

24

Literate period
Vol. 3, page 51.

S el i{ligll}.n.&
0\ dmi o

Dahthami style
Vol. 3, page 73

VY dmin

. ®

3o
Dahthami style
Vol. 4, page 100.
G el S8 5k
\ oo Ao

LE VI

Tracings from Anati's books on Central Arabia .



Rock art review  Plate 36 Pl dsgd dupivaadl pgnpdl b U] i e dyads dawlys

.

Long Haired Style Female

ol
33! ‘g U
34

Islamic Literate period
Lol 33 LSl 5 5

35

Pre - Literate period

LSl Jale s 5

Tracings from Anati's baoks. Note similar figures with different datings .

gl O o SISV ey oSy . U1 S o gy



Rock art review  Plate 37 MW odsg) dupsuall pgandl b AT S e dyads davlys

O N

NA-

N
onY)

Anati' s Animal Headed Female Figures associated with inscriptions.

( From Abha S. West Arabia) .

(m‘uqu—\yi)M\—-ﬂ#ﬂbﬁ;cd‘ydbixlﬁ

( 3kl b ogim s gl ) cmloan A5 dmgty Olsee ol 1p0l 53 1

dagaill SNy 531 Ul el o 5ol S8 - O
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a- From Jebel Kaukab,Najran. Rope tied to the legs of the
camel evidence of the domesticated camel.
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b- Anati’s Oval Headed People superimposed on in scrip
tions invalidating his dating and interpretations.
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Anati’s Oval Headed People identical in patina to inscriptions and his Long Hair
Female Figs superimposed on inscriptions,evidence of Anati’s errors in dating (3rd
- 2nd millennium B.C)
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a. Neolithic structures ( Thumamah ) e . . .
( Courtesy Dr. Hamid Abu Duruk ) ( Ll ysadl gpmeadl umall. o iluall sl

b. Subterrenean grave, insidde view R ! "
( Courtesy Dr. Abdullah Saud Al Saud ) Lagsiall Gilaall s il



Funerary Structures Plate 43 £ drgd  douaddl duolS I (dlagdl jedadg gemii duulys

a. Rajajil pillars (Courtesy Editor-in -Chief, Atlal) wisall e Juala )l Buacl

b. Tapered structures. Ljyaadl LGB Gl
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a. Stone circle. ( Thumamah )
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STONE CIRCILE SMAILI. STONES AND ROUI.DERS
TN CENTER SITE 200-54 North west Pro.
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CAIRN WITH TAILS

SITE NO 200-116 SITE NO. 200- 114

SCALE 1 - 500
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NEWS AND EVENTS

1. The Masmak Museum was formally opened by His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Abdulaziz, the Governor of Riyadh on 13th of
Muharram 1416 A .H.

2. The Museum of Qasr al Khuzamma in Jeddah was formally opened by
the Director of Education of the Western Region on 17th of Shawal
1415 A H.

3. The Qasr al Shubra Muscum at Taif was formally opened by His Royal
Highness Prince Saud bin Abdul Mohsin on 2nd of Muharram 1416
AH.

4. The Najran Museum was formally opened by H.E. Nasir bin Khalid al
Sudair, the Deputy Governor, on 2 Muharram, 1416 A.H.

5. The al-Jawf Museum was formally opened on 12th of Safar 1416 A H.
by H.E. the Muhaffiz of Domat al Jandal.

6. The Taima Museum was formally opened on 25th of Dulhjj 1415 A H.
by His Royal Highness Prince Fahd bin Sultan bin Abdulaziz, the
Governor of Tabuk Region,

7. The first meeting of the museum directors of the Kingdom was held in
the Assistant Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums, Riyadh
from 24 to 25th of Dulhajj 1415 A.H.

8. The Assistant Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums received
with thanks a generous gift of ethnographic objects from the Jawf area
from H.E. Dr. Abdullah bin Abdul Mohsin al Sultan the member of
Majlis al Shoura. The objects are displayed in the Jawf Museum.

9. Dr. Abdullah Saud al Saud, the Director of museums participated in the
12th conference held in Bahrain in 1993 corresponding to Dulhajj 1413
AH. He also participated in a symposium on the “Books of the
Travellers and Historians on the Gulf Countries”, held at the Jumma
Center in Arab Emirates from 20-22 Zulqadha 1416 A.H. Dr. Saud
attended the First Conference of the Arab Associations of Museums
held at Cairo, Egypt from 29-31 May 1996.
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study of ancient trade routes is conducted in cooperation or independently in
each concerned country and later the archaeologists exchange information and
reports for the purpose of research and study, the major benefit can be obtained
with the information collected by the Department of Antiquities and Museums
in Saudi Arabia as this department has conducted several surveys of the ancient
trade routes, pilgrimage routes and documented thoroughly almost all the sites
on the pilgrimage, trade and ancient caravan routes. On the pilgrimage routes
stll some ancient monuments, water reservoirs and buildings are preserved
which could be restored as historical monuments of our past. The major routes
run through Ma'rib, Najran and Gaza northward towards the mediterranean
sea.The other route runs from Najran to Gerrah eastward at the Arabian Gulf and
particularly passes from the desert areas. The only way for the archaeologists
and researchers to study the ancient caravan routes which are mostly covered
with the sands is to locate the water stations or ancient canals with the help of
the aerial reconnaissance and photographs obtained by acrial surveys. However,
further detailed surveys and future rescarch shall help us to understand more
about the ancient trade routes and the life and culture of the people of the greater
Arabian Peninsula.
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1st millennium B.C. In this context the work at al-Fau and the new excavations
at al-Ayun site in al-Aflaj area represent a beginning of the historical investiga-
tion of this vital arteri of trade and cultaral interchange.

3:0 The decline of trade in Arabia:

As witnessed by the ancient sources such as inscriptions auu ancient writers.
incense was used widely in the ancient world as an important pait of religious
ceremonies; in temples, holy places, palaces, and even in people's houses. The
unique source of incense was South Arabia. So incense become the main source
for trade with the world and it gave South Arabia the wealth that it had for cen-
turies. But as early as the fourth century AD incense markets began to collapse.
There are three reasons that could be the cause of the collapse. One reason was
the spread of Christianity in the Roman Emperor because Theodosius had for-
bidden pagan practices. The second reason for the collapse was the weakening
of the Roman power, which led to insecurity along the incense route to the
Mediterrancan Sea. The third reason was the wars between the south Arabian
States. However, the over-land trading routes continued only on a very much
reduced scale (Groom 1981,162)

4:0 Conclusion:

The domestication of camel was a great achievement for the transportation of
man and goods between north and south Arabia by caravans in the ancient times.
The camel has the capacity to carry heavy loads for long times without taking
water for long periods. Sometimes in winter the camel can even survive without
water for over a week. However, the caravan routes usually follow wadis and
places where water could be available. There are several trade routes spread all
over the Arabian Peninsula and it is difficult to study all the routes in a limited
archaeological study. The documentation of towns, cities, camping station mar-
kets and water places on the caravan routes needs extensive time and an orga-
nized study. As the ancient trade routes passed through different Arabian coun-
tries and political divisions have also divided the ancient trade routes in differ-
ent countries if is necessary to study these routes in coordination and coopera-
tion with the archacologists of the neighboring countries which were in the past
involved in trade with the Arabian peninsula. It will be more appropriate if the
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Sabaean inscriptions found in Wadi Masil, south-west of Riyadh in the very
heart of Arabia (Philby 1950,214),

It seems that the Gerrhacans were wealthy and well-known people to the
ancient writers. Pliny in his description of the Arabian Gulf in Natural history
(book 6 ch.32, sec.147) refers to Gerrha by saying:-

"the bay of Gerra and the town of that name, which measures five miles round
and has towns made of square blocks of salt"

Strabo in his Geography (book 16 ch.4 sec.19) quoting Artemidorus (1st cen-
tury B.C.?) described the wealth of the Sabaeans and Gerrhaenas by saying:-

"from their trafficking both the Sabaeans and the Gerrhaeans have become
richest of all; and they have a vast quantity of both gold and silver articles, such
as couches and tripods and bowls, together with drinking vessels and Very cost-
ly houses; for doors and walls and ceilings are variegated with ivory and gold
and silver set with precious stones”.

Although Artemedorus could be exaggerating in his description of their
wealth, but at least it reflects how important and wealthy were those two nations
in ancient Arabia. Inspite of what was said about Gerrha, its site remained
unknown at the present time. From Gerrha a sea route was taken to the head of
the Guif and then to Babylon and the upper Euphrates.

There would seem to be no need to question the authenticity of the route dis-
cussed by Amer and others, as it finds verification not only in the writings of the
early geographers, but also in the experiences of more recent travellers who
made Journey in Arabia. For the Southern half there is effectively one choice of
route; the Empty Quarter and the mountains leave only a narrow channel, and
there is a chain of widely spaced water sources along that channel. Yet a careful
tracing of the entire route from South Arabia via Najran to the Arabian Gulf
coast, and archaeological excavations at those major settlements on the route
would undoubtedly reveal much more evidence about the nature of the route.
This would undoubtedly reveal much more evidence about the nature of the
route. This would be a major contribution to understanding the history of the
route, and the history of Central Arabia in Parti cular, during the latter half of the
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Turabah to Makkah for the local trade. We know from the Quran (Surah
Quraish 106) that the tribe of Quraish, who lived in Makkah, had two annual
trading trips before the Islamic period; one in winter to Yemen, and one 1n sum-
mer to the Sham (Syria), From Yarhrib the main route seems likely to have fol-
lowed, what was to become the Islamic Pilgrim route as far as the Lihyanite cap-
ital of Dedan, (now al-Ula) and the town of Hijra (now Mada'in Saleh). (Groom
1981,193). Because of extensive lava fields, the route passed from Hijaz railway
through Muazzan, Tabuk, and Mudawarah in north-west Saudi Arabia. The
route then went from Petra to Gaza on the Mediterranean Sea (Groom
1981:194,204).

2:2 The Nejran-Gerrha route:

Strabo (Geog. xvi 4.4) Mentions that the Gerrhaeans arrive at Charramotitis
in forty days, but he did not give any indication of the route taken by them.
Hogarth (1908,551) considered the exploration of this route to be the biggest
feet left for a traveller to perform in Arabia perhaps in all Asia. After Hogarth.
Philby passed through that route in 1917-18 (Philby 1920). In a trip from Riyadh
to al-Fau, Philby followed closely the same route. Following Philby. Amer
(1925:5,133) suggests that the route which came from Ma'rib to Gerrha fol-
lowed a natural line of oases beginning in Ma'rib and including Wadi Nejran,
Wadi ad-Dawasir, al-Aflaj, and al-Kharj (al-Yamamah), at which point the route
urned eastwards, crossing to the Arabian Gulf and Gerrha. According to him
this follows a route used at the beginning of this century by Yemeni and Nejdi
coffee traders. Philby, (1946,86-92) mentioned that the route trom Nejran was
passed through a set of wells called Hima, al-Fau, Ain al-Jisy (a water hole), and
Sulayel before heading to al-Aflaj, al-Kharj, and Gerrha. Philby also interpret-
ed Qaryat al-Fau as an evidence of Sabacan penetration into the interior of
Arabia, presumably for the protection of trade routes and communication with
the eastern settlements. However, the results of the excavations at Qaryat al-Fau
suggest that this important site can be dated from the Ist to the 5Sth centurics
A.D. (al-Ansary 1982,28-9). the Sabacans that Philby referred to, could be the
Himyarites who did exist by the last quarter of the 2nd century B.C. and styled
themselves as kings of Saba’ and dhu-Riydan and Hadramaut and Yemen)
(Pierenne 1987,88,116. Philby supported his evidence of that penetration by
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trade routes were fed by the wealth of the commerce that passed through their
gates. In some places along the routes a number of cities were large enough to
form a city state linking themselves together in a protective federation as a secu-
rity against the nomadic groups which continued to dwell in the desert (Doe
1971,51).

2.D The major routes:

We are concerned here with two major routes (P1. 54) which are repeatedly
referred to in the works of the ancient geographers such as Strabo (Jones, trans.
1930). The Arab geographer al Hamadani (1974) and the geographers and trav-
ellers of the last one hundred years a Hogarth (1904), Amer (1925), Philby
(1920;49;50), O'Leary (1927), and Thesiger (1959). The first route is Ma'rib-
Nejran-Gaza, the second is that which connects Ma'rib. Nejran with Gerrha on
the East coast of Arabia.

2:1 Ma'rib-Nejran-Gaza route:

The caravan trails depended as much on the political situation and trading
connections as on the geography of the area. In order to make one's way from
the main centres of production to the markets (Mediterranean Sea), one had to
avoid the mountains as far as possible and, at the same time find enough water
and food for men and animals. There was only one trail in South Arabia which
achieved all these requirements: from Shabwa, the route passes through the
desert, following the Yemenite Mountain ridge to Timna from Timna via Ma'rib,

and Baragqish, to NegranS. The incense route from Nejran seems likely to have
been closer to the eastern edge of the central desert where it was less rocky and
hence more suitable for camels. North-east of Nejran the route reached Tabala
in the modern region of Bishah in Saudi Arabia. From Tabala the route reached
Yathrib (which is now al-Madinah al-Monawarah) after skirting round the great
lava fields of Central Arabia. Groom suggests that the incense route seems
unlikely to have gone through Makkah which lies near the coastal side of the
northern tip of the Mountain range stretching upwards from Yemen (1981,192-
93). He also suggests that there was access from the present day town of

5. Being on the trade route could be the strongest reason why those capitals were situated in
the rather arid lower land instead of the rich and fertile Highlands of the Yemen.
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the peninsula, through which goods from southern Asia and South Arabia reach
the markets of the civilized world; Mesopotamia, Egypt, Phoenecia Greece, and
Rome (Doe 1971,50; Pesce 1984, 19).

1.1 South Arabia and early trading activity:

The south Arabian civilization owes a great deal to the caravan trade. This
uwade linked the south Arabian centres of incense production with its markets
around the Mediterranean Sea and in the east, Gerrha, and Mesopotamia. A large
network of direct routes, which did not meander from water hole to water hole
was established and the pace of trade quickened (Audouin etal 1987-88) (Doe
1971,51). In addition to frankincense and myrrh, the caravans from South
Arabia carried luxury goods from the countries further east; spices including
cinnamon from India; silk, fine clothe, and precious stones from China were
brought to South Arabian ports (Doe 1971,52).

The south Arabian inscriptions which mention this trade are rare. An inscrip-
tion belonging to the 4th/3rd century B.C. on a straight section of the city wall
of Baraqis mentioned this:

"[_eaders of the caravans, and the Minaean caravans who had set off in order
to trade in Egypt. Syria and beyond the river... at that time Athtar dhu-Qabd,
wadd and Nakrah protected them and their property and warned them of the
attacks which Saba' and Khawlan had planned against their persons. Their prop-
erty and their animals were protected when they were on their way between
Main and Ragma (Nejran), and of the war which was raging between north and
south, and at that time Athtar dhu-Qabd, Wadd, and Nakrah protected them and
their property when they found themselves in the heart of Egypt during the war
between the Medes and the Egyptians, and Athtar dhu-Qabd guaranteed to them
and their property peace and indemnity until they returned to their town
Qarnaw..." (Audouin et.al. 1987-88.63).

In the early stages of their existence camel caravans were threatened along
the routes by nomadic tribes who constantly attacked them. However, with an
increase in caravan numbers and the value of the trade, the tribes changed their
tactics and determined a regular toll system. The toll system enabled the cara-
vans to pass through their territory safely. As aresult, towns and cities along the
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1:0 Domestication of camel:

By the first millennium B.C. the people of Arabia were no longer nomads in
the true sense and tribes had already achieve and developed a sedentary culture.
No hard facts are available as to where, when, and how the camel was first
domesticated, but it is quite possible that the process of capturing, taming, and
bringing it under human control took place during the 2nd half of the 4th mil-
lennium B.C. (Groom 1981,33), or at the beginning of the 3rd millennium B.C.
(Pesce 1984, 18).

The camel domestication gave man a freedom of movement he had never
known before and brought within his reach the remotest pastures. The domesti-
cation of camel was one of the most significant economic developments of the
ancient middle east. It enabled tribal groups to move into and pass through arid
areas. Likewise raiding and warefare were under taken over previously impossi-
ble distances. However, most importantly the domestication of camels enabled
heavyload of goods to be carried for long distances through waterless and hard
tracks where camels can remain without water for days in hot summer and sey-
eral weeks in winter.

In the initial stages of its domestication, the camel remained confined for sev-
eral centuries to southern Arabia but then it spread rapidly over the whole of the
Peninsula. As we said above, we have no solid evidence to suggest that where
was the first domestication of camel, but Groom (1981.38) suggested that the
camel effectively domesticated in Oman peninsula by the 2nd millennium B.C.
where it become the key to the relative prosperity of local communities employ-
ing it for the transport of merchandise, in addition to benefiting from it as a
direct provider of a range of useful products.

With the camel introduction, the speed and range of man's travel expanded
considerably, and huge desert areas were brought at once within the range of
man, trade and use. As a consequence of camel domestication the early Arabs
were in position to develop a virtual monopoly over the ancient trade routes of
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This study also indicates that, though particular form of funerary structures
were prevalent in a particular region, it has its influence and impact on the other
type and forms of funerary structures of the far regions as well. Sometimes, a
combination of several types and forms is represented in a single structure. It
shows that even in prehistoric periods, when the communication was VEry poor,
there exist an exchange of cultures and ideas among the peoples of Arabia.
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history, beginning from the Neolithic and passing through Ubaid, Dilmun ., Hel-
lenistic Nabatacans. Romans unti! the rise of Islam (P1.53) ( Chart-1). This devel-
opment started in a simple structural form of pit burials, took torm of complex
and multiple structures and reached at its zenith during the Nabataeans, when
huge funerary monuments were carved in the mountain ranges of north western
Saudi Arabia. However. this tradition was short lived and was replaced by
dressed stone blocks and mortar, as it was already common on other parts of
Saudi Arabia before the emergence of huge rock-cut tombs. This tradition was
perhaps continued until the emergence of Islam.

Another point which emerges from this study is that almost all the prehistoric
monuments of Saudi Arabia, including kite structures were built as funerary
monuments, though some of them were only used as symbolic.

One of the most important observations of this study 1s that there is a relation
between type of funerary structures and sex and status of the dead. For exam-
ple, it emerges from the study that in the early stages, cairns and tumulis with
tails were built for males and without tails were built for females. There is
another indication that rectangular and square chambers were built tor the
males, where as oval and round chambers built for females. It has also been
observed that length and shapes of tails in funerary structures were an indication
of age and sex of the deceased and probably about his or her descendants. This
hypothesis is still in its preliminary stage of research which requires more regress
work and resources to prove it beyond doubts.

Impact of sudden climatic changes from temperate and cold to humid and hot,
around 4th millennium B.C. in the Arabian Peninsula is also evident through
the types, forms and size of the structures. For example, monumental structures
of the earlier dates which were constructed during temperate and cold climate,
were later represented in a schematized forms, because due to hot and dry cli-
mate and its impact on population demography, it would have not been possible
to undertake such laborious work to construct huge monuments. g. Rajajil pil-
lars and its schematised formsat al-Milh and Durma.
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of the interior of the tombs has also been classified into three categories with re-
gard to the loculi:-

1. Horizontal slots;

2. basin type loculi, sunken into the floor:

3. large loculi, sufficient in size that have accommodated some type of sarcopha-
gus.

The most monumental type of tombs are §0 in number. A number of these
tombs have been dated and the date falls within period 1st A.D. to 75 A.D. and
after that there was a decline in building of fine tombs. At Petra, which was the
capital of Nabataeans, around 500 tombs have been discovered, where we find a
chronological development, but at Madain Saleh several type of tombs were
built at the same time, probably due to the new settlement and political reason.
Decorations on tombs are quite similar at Petra and Madain Saleh. Vases are
generally carved over doorways, there is no human figures but eagles, serpents,
sphinxes and other semi-mythological and domestic creatures, as well as rosettes
and solar discs frequently appeared. Eagle probably represents the sun or the
god Dushra as protector of the tomb inviolability®. Inside the tombs there are
places built around for the burials. Sometimes it contained more than 50 burials,
There are niches under the tombs which sometimes bear mnscriptions. In most
cases there are inscribed tombs slabs which covered a burial. Tomb inscriptions
generally give details about ownership of the tombs and sometimes about other
aspects. The inscription on tomb no. 9 refers to the platform and enclosure
associated with flat tombs. ( Healey , 1986 , 112). This indicates that platform
and enclosure were generally associated with tombs even in later periods.

Conclusion:

This study shows that the various types of funerary structures and their variants
evolved at the different periods of human history. Hence, there was a chronologi-
cal developments of funerary structures in Saudi Arabia, which started sometimes
around 8th millennium B.C. and was continued until the emergence of Islam.
Their evolutions have been traced through the six different stages of the Arabian

8. For more detail on Madain Saleh Please refer Nabataeans and Madain Saleh, by John
Healey , Palestine Exploration Fund lecture {unpublished).
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At al-Fau, which is also a Hellenistic site, two types of tombs have been discov-
ered, one type for kings and nobles and another type for the common people. The
first type of tomb is a kind of tumuli chambers and the second type is a kind of
irregular plastered shaft with depth averaging Im. to Sm.In this type usually cof-
fins are placed in mud and chunks. (Al-Ansari, 1982,19).

Rock-Cut Tombs of Nabataeans:

As we have already seen, Nabatacans were very innovative type of people
who created, adopted and practiced different types of body disposal system and
tomb architecture. Probably. they were the first people who started the tradition
of rock-cut tombs in Saudi Arabia. Infact, this tradition was the prototype ot cist
graves mostly discovered from Tayma ( Bawden, 1980), dated to beginning of
{st millennium B.C.

The rock-cut tombs and tomb facades of the Nabataeans have been discovered
from the many sites in the north western province of Saudi Arabia, eg. Maghaei
Shuayb, Hie al-Malha etc. ( unpublished report of the northwestern province
survey by the Dept of Antiquities ). In these site Nabataean tombs and tomb fu-
cades have been cut in number of hills. The site has been identified by the espe-
cial Nabataean chiselling marks on the cut facades (Pl Ala).

1n Saudi Arabia, the rock-cut architecture in the form of tombs and tomb fa-
cades was fully developed at Madain Saleh by the Nabatacans. This site is the
most important rock-cut tombs and sancturies sites in the northwestern province
(P1.41b). Paleographic evidence suggests that the site flourished in the lst cent.
A D. These rock-cut tombs and facades have been classified into three basic
types (John , Healey) These are as following:-

| Rock-cut facades with very, wide range in size:
2. open tombs of the basin type;
3. Sunken shaft tombs.

The rock -cut facades range trom 3.5 m. to 20m. in height. There are a num-
ber of unfinished tombs. In Dr. Healey’s view, they were probably abandoned
due to the economic crisis during the reign of King Rabel 1 [. The arrangements
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In most of the cases charred bones have been recovered from the tombs along
with burnt terracottas and some other grave goods. [t suggest a strange custom
for the disposal of dead by cremation. In some cases it seems that the dead body
was first creamated on a selected place and later on, a tomb on a creamated
ground was built with dressed stone blocks and mortar.® The body was creamat-
¢d along with burial goods including small pottery vessels. Bigger pots were
buried on the corner of the tombs. From the excavations it is evident that in most
of the cases body was not completely burnt or fire was extinguished before com-
plete burning of bodies, may be due to the non availability of abundant fire
wood in the region,

The practice of cremation was found among the carly Ubaid people at Yarim
Tepe in Mesopotamia, where almost similar style was common (Frank Hole,
1989, 159). It seems that this tradition was revived in this area due to the influ-
ence of Hellenistic culture, where in some cases body was creamated. The same
practice was also common among the Romans. Archaeological evidence from
the sites which includes pottery, house structures, water channels and 2 peculiar
type of egg shell ware indicates that the area was dominated by the Nabataeans,
who were probably due to the influence of Hellenistic religion, practicing this
custom 7. Few pieces of burnt terracottas, eg. camel’s head etc . , which are very
similar to Thaj terracottas, also indicates their presence in that region. It is also
possible that perhaps those who were practicing creamation , were the descen-
dant of a group of Ubaid people. Future discovery of the Ubaid pottery in that
region may confirm this fact . Pottery of Hellenistic and Roman periods also
have been discovered from many burial excavations at Domat al -Jandal. It indj-
cates that even during the Roman period this practice was prevalent.

6. Cremation graves made of stone blocks were built during the late Iron Age in Germany
dated to 9th century B.C.to 3rd century B.C. (Andersor, 1989-19239).

7. The Greeks and Romans, who were practicing cremation, believed that the spirit of the
departed was sentient and still in the world of living as long as the flesh was in existence.
The fire cleansed spirit on its journey to the next world. Tt also allowed the spectator to wit-
ness for himself the souls departure in roaring flames and clouds of smoke and to return
home afterwards free from fear of being haunted by an earth bound spirit (Jonathan
21,1991).
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Cremation Graves from Hellenistic,
Nabataeans and Romans Periods

in the middle of the st mill. B.C. Hellenistic influences werce wide spreading
in many parts of Arabia. It was mainly due to the trade contact between Arabs
and Greeks. Materialistic evidence of Hellenistic culture have been found from
many sites in Arabia. Therefore, this period is tentively known as Hellenistic
period.

During this period, though many old traditions of funerary structures were
wide spread, we find a new type of funerary structures which were only com-
mon in the northern part of Saudi Arabia, especially at Domat al-Jindal. in the
region of al-Jauf, located in the wadi al-Sirhan. During that period Domat
al-Jindal was u leading trade center on the road running from Yemen to the
north along the coast of red sea to al-Madain Saleh. Evidence from the excava-
tions at al-Jauf region. by the Department of Antiquities and Museums shows
that three different cultures, Hellenistic, Nabatacans and Romans, flourished n
subsequent periods. {t seems that during the Hellenistic and in later periods , a
collective cemetery consisting of three to five parallel tombs and one perpendic-
ular to that were built. All the tombs were having parrallel walls running from
southwest to northwest. An average length of tombs walls were around 2.5 m.
and breadth was about 80cm.. The walls were generally built with medium size
well dressed stones, sometimes ¢ven burnished stones were used, and mortar
was used as cementing material. An average depth of the tombs were around
| 2m. and the thickness of the walls were around 45cm. (Al-Dayel, 1986) .
Almost the same structural type of tombs were produced until the end of Roman
occupation.

Tombs of these three periods vary not on the basis of structares, but on the
basis of grave goods. From the excavations, pottery belonging to the Hellenistic,
Nabatacans and Roman periods have been discovered along with some other
grave goods eg. copper ring and wires, beads, metal pieces. gold earrings, scarab
etc. Sometimes terracotta toys, few metal weapons along with fragments of
pottery and bones also have been discovered.
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steps were made going downwards chamber’s entrance. The excavated tomb
was having one large chamber with internal partitions and another was single
chamber. There are two hundred tombs, of these types. Few pottery pieces were
discovered from these tombs. These tombs have been dated to middle of the Ist
millennium B.C,

Some of the subterranean tombs were excavated at Aflaj which show a little
different structure. One of the tombs excavated was having a circular curb on
the surface, about 6m. in diameter. Below that, there were three subterranean
chambers cut in the bed rocks. It was cut in sub-circular shape. The second
chamber was smaller than the first one and the third chamber was still smaller.
All were in semi-circular shape. The first two burial chambers were for the
adults and the smaller one for the child. (Abdullah Saud, 1991, 143). There was
another circular constructed tomb paved with farush stones. The shaft led to a
big single burial chamber which was towards south east of it. The chamber was
kidney shaped with dimension of 3x 2.46m . and a height of 90cm. Only frag-
ments of human bones were found there (Abdullah Saud, 1991, 144). Some of
the tombs with elongated pear shape structures also have been noted by Dr. Ab-
dullah Saud (op.cit 147) (P1.42b).

It seems that in the carly Iron Age along with huge funerary structures, simple
type of burial structures were also built at many ;places. From a site in the Thar-
bah vailey, about 35 km. northwest of Madain Saleh, there is a long tomb field
on a steep slope mountain. These tombs were built on a stone platform. They
were made either in a single ovoid chamber, 3m. in length and 1.5m. wide or
more commonly two or three chambers set side by side and connected at one
end. The overall tomb shape ranges from boat shape to oval shape or circular
depending on the number of chambers. Most of them have domed appearance
which is tend by long narrow slabs which roof the chambers, and stone laid on
top. Shape of the chamber varies, some times has a square shape forming two or
more chambers set in a series line. Sometimes there are low semi circular tombs,
one of the tombs has complete circle buried with a person facing upwards, I m
below the surface and with out grave goods. The tombs have been dated to early
Iron Age, ca. late 2nd to early 1st millennium B.C. (Gilmore, M, 1982).
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about 3km. from the coast. On the basis of the excavated materials from these
graves they have been dated to carly first millenniun B.C.

Many cist graves also have been discovered from Madain Saleh and Tayma.
They have been cut individually on the bottom and in middle of the rocks.

Subterranean Graves:

The earliest subterranean graves have been discovered in Tayma in the north
western Saudi Arabia. Many types of burial structures of the [ron Age period
have been discovered and excavated by Dr. Hamid Abu Duruk in Tayma. Mainly
these tombs fall in three different categorics which includes well planned tombs
with attached children tombs, tombs connected to circles and circular tombs
with a well in the center. The well was cut in the rocks up to the depth of 4.5m.
with a platform in the middle of the well. The purpose of the well was not very
clear. Probably it was used to throw the remains of the older tombs while reus-
ing the tombs for fresh burials. The most of the burials fall between middle of
the 2nd millennium B.C. and beginning of the first millennium B.C. (Abu Du-
ruk. 1989, 90).

Another subterranean tombs have been discovered from Saidi garden in Tay-
ma. One of the excavated tombs shows that there was rectangular chamber, 55¢m.
below gravel level. The chamber. 7% 2.27m. was roofed by long flat slabs and
roughly walled with cobbles. From this chamber floor at the depth of Im. there
was another chamber. 40 cm. in depth and 70 cm . wide with one skeleton. It be-
longs to the early cultural period of Tayma dated circa Ist millennium B.C.
(Boeden 1980).

In the Wadi Tharaj, east of Al-Nimas, many rock-cut c¢ist cum subterranean
graves were found. Some of these graves were subdivided into compartments,
Some of them were circular cist into subterranean forms with rubble heaped
over a central chamber (Zarins, 1979, 20). Subterranean tombs cut entirely into
lime stone rock have been discovered at the site of Al-Ayun lake. south of Layla.
These structures are two courses high on the ground and built by local lime
stone in either circular or rectangular shape but similar in interior plan (Zarin,
1979. 26). A vertical shaft almost 2m. deep provided the entrance. The root of
the tomb appeared to be Im. to 1.5m. below ground level. In tombs, carved foot
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and slabs
(Zarins 1980).

Tapered structures” are usually found with enclosed stone circle and attached
with tumuli and hearth like structures. Association of later structures gives a
good clue about their relations with funerary structures. Tt is possible that these
huge tapered structures were built for the head of a tribe or community or for a
respected elder, and other family members were buried in adjacent tumulis. A
number of tumulis and a hearth surrounded by a stone circle suggest a burial
place for the family, where as number of stone circles suggests the number of
related families buried in one cemetery. The presence of a hearth in each family
burials suggests that those people were believing in life after death and for that
purpose a hearth was placed to facilitate the cooking in the outer world.

Rock-Cut Funerary Structures:

In Saudi Arabian archaeology, we come across an entirely different type of
structures which are not built either by digging chambers or by piling stones but
built by cutting the huge rocks. This type of structures are found generally in
three forms:-

I. Cist Graves
2. Subterranean Graves
3. Rock-Cut Chamber Graves

Cist Graves:

The earliest form of this type structures are seems to be the cist graves, cut
mostly at the bottom of the rocks in a rectangular narrow shape . where the body
was placed, mostly, along with grave goods. this type of structures have been
discovered from many mountaneous regions of the Kingdom.

The most important site of cist graves is Ayn Jawan, northwest of Tarut Bay,

5. Invariably the tapered structures are found with one or maore stone circles, sometimes less thanlOm. in
diameter and in many cascs over 25m. in diameter. Al many places a stone circle is associated with at-
least 5 to 10 tappered structures. 1t is also found with one or more heart like structures of stone slabs,
less than Im. in diameter. These arc invariably placed near the head along with many tumulis {Parr,
1978, 29)
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other form of this type was found in the region of Hail. It was located on a low
sand stone ridges and has a total length of about 300m. The enclosure which is
on higher ground has eight arms with sma!l compartments at the end of each and
there are several distinct lines of wall in the vicinity of tail. The arms and tail
walls are of single row of stones. cither vertical slab or piled boulders. There is
another vertical enclosure within the main enclosure. This is about 100m. long
and 25m. wide and surrounded by a wall of two parallel slabs with rubble in till-
ing and appears to have entrance in the eastern end. Some Mousterian tools and
plain retouched prismatic blades, side scrapers and owls have been recovered
from the site.

On the basis of a inscribed bunting scene with two dogs found on one of the
stone from the discovered site {(Jacques, 1951,161) and almost the similar scene
from Jordan . it has been suggested a trap tor anials. If we closely observe this
type of structures, we find that it has much similarity with stone circles, only
difference is in the shapes. As there is rectangular structure surrounded by dou-
ble row of vertical stone, seems that this monuments were built having the same
theme as we have seen in stone circles. rectangular table type cairn. Rajapl
pillars, platform and trough. In fact it is a composite structures with elements
from other funerary monuments. Therefore, it is 2 funerary monuments and not
a trap for animals. [t is possible that when the structures were already there. ani-
mals might have trapped incidentally, and this might have given an idea to use
already existing such structures for animal’s trapping.

The kite structure at Hail with eight arms and a tail reflects the ancient form
of Neolithic structures with eight chamber units. It suggests a relation with
Neolithic tradition and indicates it as a traditional ritualistic monument.

There is another huge type of funerary structures in an clongated wedge form
which are known as tapered structures.(P1.43b and 51b) This type has been dis-
covered from north of Riyadh on a ridge line overlooking wadi Salbukh and
continuing south through Kharj. Aflaj at Dawasir and at Faw ( Zarins, 1980. 50).
The entire structure is built of merely piling rocks and in length varies from 3m.
to 170m . The head end of these structures arc aenerally towards open valley.
After excavating one of the tapered structures at Kharj. it was found that the
head of the structure was a small corbelled tomb built, of lime stone blocks
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tradition.

There is another type of structures known as platform. This type have been
discovered from many sites and always associated with some other kind of
structures. The first of its kind have been noticed from Rajajil, as it has already
mentioned, where it is surrounded by vertical stone slabs. This type has many
torms like circular, oval, rectangular and square. In the north west and northern
region of Saudi Arabia remains of this type has been found in a relative isola-
tion. They consist of a flat, oval pached stone platform with two stone walls ta-
pering to a point at a second platform or in one case to a stone circle. One of the
platforms is accompanied by a small horse shoe shaped alignments. At many
places a large circular structure up to 10 m. in diameter, completely filled with
small stone up to a height of Im. has been found (Zarins 1982, 18) This type of
structures have been suggested as funerary monuments by Dr. Zarins. Recently
two circular structures surrounded by pre Islamic tombs at Tayma have been
reported by Dr. Hamid ( 1989 ). One of these structures is made of an inter-
locked circle in which central circle is small and the structure is constructed in a
graded shapes (Probably in a manner of ancient Greek theaters, suitable for sit-
ting in three or four rows.) The foundation of structure was made by cutting the
rocks from outside. Inside floor was even and a little higher in level from the
other tombs. Entrance to the platform is from outer side. Well dressed stone
have been used for construction of this structure. On the basis of pottery and
Hiroglyphic scarab, from one of the tombs, it has been dated between 2100 B.C
and [650 B.C. There is another type of graves discovered at Tayma which were
built around a circular platform. Tt seems that platform was built to mourn the
dead. These graves have been dated too 1500 B .C. The architectural evidence
show that the platform was constructed first and later on the tombs were built
around.

A typical type of structure, similar in many ways to the circle stone known as
penangular or kite enclosures ( PL51 a ) have been discovered in the northern
part of Saudi Arabia in Sirhan Valley and in the central part of Arabia. It has
usually a long tail attached to gradually narrowing corridor leading to the enclo-
sure. Entrance to the corridor is on low ground and enclosure is on higher
ground. It also shows several ancillary structures and often look like a kite. An-
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rituals and might have been used as marker for the dead, and therefore, its use
for distributing water to animals 1s highly doubtful.

At many archaeological sites of the kingdom a group of vertical stones,
arranged haphazardly, have been discovered. The most unique form is at Rajajil
(pl.43a), 10 Kin. south of Sakaka in the northern region. Here. there are tifty
groups of standing vertical slabs, each comprising between two or (en pillar
originally set in more or less circular form. It is erected in the direction of north

- south. In majority of the cases, behind the pillars, there are small’D’shaped en-
closure of which four erect pillars served as the front side. Around these struc-
tures, on three sides, north, west and south, are three pits which might have
served as hearths. Excavation carried out near these structures has not provided
any satisfactory data, but on the basis of cultural materials, around the site, they
have been dated to 4th mill. B.C. (Zarins, 1979,76).

There are two other sites which also belong to the tradition of Rajajil pillars.
One of the sites is Majira, located in the al-Dawadami region at the base of a
granite mountain. The site consist of a number of discrete small structures.
These structures are protected by standing pillars. In scveral cases the pillars
exceed 1.5m. in height and Im. in width. As at Rajajil, these pillars appears to
align along a rough north - south axis facing east. The another similar site 1s at
al-milh, located just west of al-Quwayiyya. At this site also there are concentra-
tion of small vertical slabs, perhaps 40 cm. high, set 30 c¢m. apart running in
long lines in a south - north direction. Another site with similar piliars were
located in the Durma area. There also, there are clusters of small erect slabs 1n
rows with a maximum height of 30cm. (Zarins, J. 1980,26). Rajajil pillars have
been suggested to have served funerary and ritualistic purposes. At Rajajil site,
erect stone slabs with platform and hearth suggest that they were probably built
as place for mourning the dead and for ritualistic offerings. Therefore, other
cites with similar structures also might have served the same purpose.

It seems that Rajajil tradition was much earlier, when the climate of the re-
gion was wet and cold and it was possible to do such laborious work. Due to the
sudden change of climate around 4th mill. B.C., it was no longer possible to do
such work and erect huge monuments, and therefore, schematized form of Raj-
ajil types of pillars were erected at elsewhere, to represent similar ritualistic



ATLAL 14 - PART- il - Typology and development of funerary structures 111

2. Circular plain tumulis with foundations and tails;
3. Circular tumulis surrounded by a ring wall;
4. Large tumulis built of platforms.

In the central and southwestern provinces tumulis were located at many sites,
and in form they are similar to northern region form. At many places tumulis are
located on hill tops and tails extended down to slopes often for distances exceed-
ing 300m. At one of the sites at Turba region a tumuli was located over 6m. in
length (Zarins, 1980,25). The lithic artefacts assigned to the 5th- 3rd mill. B.C.
were found near numerous tumulis. At al - Fao, on the top of the hill many cir-
cular tumuli like structures, roofed with stone slabs and with one entrance have
been discovered. They were used as tumulis, is highly doubtful, as no skeletal
remains have been discovered except few pottery sherds.

Tumulis are also located at Zahran Djanub, Sir Hima, Najran and Tathlith
areas. Zahran Djanub sites contained tumulis consisting of piles of sand stone
slabs around a central square chamber ( Zarins, 1981,31). Two of the tumulis
were excavated at Abqaiq field in the eastern province which was built of a bed
rock in a conical shape with lime stone chunks and slabs. Structures were circu-
lar with double chambers, most probably built for husband and wife (Piesinger,
1983,116-148). Most of the tumulis have provided grave goods of different peri-
ods including camel skeltons.

A typical type of structures have been revealed by the Department of Antiqui-
ties Survey Projects. They are consist of two vertical rows of slabs, 30cm. in
height, running parallel up to Sm. or more. Usually they are hooked on both
ends. The space between slabs are always clear. This type is named trough (Za-
rins, 1979, 26 ). In one case a large elliptical circle shape trough has been found
having a diameter of 20m. and a small vertical slabs were placed 20cm. a part. A
straight trough with a slight curve intersected the large elliptical circle on the
south side. This type of structures have been located in the Sakaka- Jauf basin
and near Riyadh. At one site in al-Jauf it was assoclated with a well, on the basis
of which it has been assumed as water channel for animals.

At many sites this type of structures have been found associated with stone
circles, cairns and tapered structures which are exclusively funerary structures.
Theretore, it seems that this type of structures were also related to the funerary
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more or less similar to the Cairns of the western province with very minute dit-
ferences like blocked chamber and small circular internal chambers.

In Tayma, northwest part of Saudi Arabia there was an another custom of
designing the cairns in which a low circular perimeter walls were constructed.
These walls enclosed a series of sunken square niches with maximum depth of
90 cm. Niches vary from 4 to 6 and the number of individual contained in a
single structure also varied. One of the circular burial from Tayma revealed lead
necklace and bracelete indicating a female grave (Abu Duruk 1989).

It scems that the above tradition was continued for a quite long time, but at
the end of 5th mill. B.C. and in the beginning of 4th mill. B.C. a new awakeness
came probably due to the domestication of plants, and animals and more settled
life. This was the period when many new types of funerary structures took place.
The most noteworthy was a type of burial mound which was just a prototype of
cairn and now known as tumuli. The only difference between cairn and tumuli
secems to be that the earlier was covered with stone chunks and rubbles, while
later was mostly with sands and rubbles or sometimes covered only with stone
slabs. Another difference was that it was not as common as cairn and mostly it
(tumuli) was concentrated in the coastal regions, though they have been discov-
ered from other regions as well eg. al Fao and in Wadi Dawasir. The third difter-
ence was that most of them do not have tails as in the case of cairns, There was
some difference in the internal structure also as, sometimes, it was having many

chambers inside.

The most concentration of the tumulis seems (o be in the eastern region where
thousands of tumulis have been discovered. The most extensive area covered by
tumuli field is Dhahran tumuli mounds (Zarins etal, 1984, 25). The tumulis of
this region has been dated ranging from 3000 B.C. to Ist mill. B.C. Many of
these turnulis have been excavated by the Dept. of Antiquities which has provided
valuable data.(P1.52). The main features of Dhahran tumulis are a single conical
mound with a single central chamber and sometimes two or three associated
chambers ( Moghannam et al 1989) .

It seems that there were four forms of tumuli structures:

| Circular tumulis with piled stone rubbles, or covered with stone slabs,
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function of the second form of cairm, probably they were built in a memory
of those whose bodies were missing for actual burials and were presumed

dead. The conical form of cairns discovered in the Abqaiq area of the eastern re-
gion suggests that they were mainly the monuments to commemorate the dead,
the actual bodies of whom were buried elsewhere (Piesinger, 1983,122). These
were the circular tombs with rectangular interior chambers and dry stone wali-
ing. Once , the tomb was constructed , the tops of the chambers with capstones,
consisting of large flat lime stones slabs, and above stones were piled to give ap-
pearance of the conical mound of stones or cairn. These cairns included, pottery
including Early Dynastic ware, Red ware and Um-an Nar ware (Piesinger 1983).

The Internal Structures of Cairns as Revealed
from the Excavations

Some of the caimns have been excavated by the Department of Antiquities
And Museums which throw considerable light on the internal structures of
cairns, burial patterns and grave goods. One of the cairns excavated near Thaj
(P1.50) revealed that it was a central corbelled chamber of stone slab construc-
tion, 2.5m. at the base and 1.10m. tall, sealed with a capstone slab . Upon this
stone rubble earth was heaped and this was further sealed with large stone slabs.
Inside only one sheep/goat bone was found with out any cultural material. An-
other cairn in square shape was excavated near the first excavated cairn. The in-
terior walling of this cairn consisted flat slabs of stone laid in regular course (
Parr J. 1977,29). In the center of the cairn a square basin, Im. Square, had been
dug directly into the bed rock , and around this, flat slabs were built up. The area
between the basin and exterior walling was filled in with rubble. Nothing was
found in the cairn. This cairn was 4.4.x 4.40 and 1.5m. in height (Parr 1977).

The third form of cairn are typically of a circular heap of stone, surrounded by
one or less often as many as three concentric circular stone walls. The excava-
tion of this form revealed a central chamber, 4m. in diameter, surrounded by a
wall 15m in diameter, 3m.wide and S0cm. tall, circular cairn, less carefully built
of dry stone walling with tails of small piles of stone, usually not more than 1m.
in diameter and closely resembles the type of stone circles (Parr 1977).

The plans of the excavated cairns in the central and northern provinces are
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From the evolutionary point of view, it seems that the first type of cairns were
circular, then rectangular or square ring walls and tails were buiit but later on it
evolved into two forms:-

i. Circular cairns with rounded tops;
ii. rectangular cairns with flat tops.

In the southwest regions, cairns with square, circular or oval in plan and
sometimes with tails have been found.4

A carefull analysis of ail these form of cairn from different provinces suggest
that the simple mounds form was the most earliest form of caimns and later three
distinct forms emerged in the north which were as follow:-

i. Circular cairns with tails;
ii_ Circular cairns with rectangular annexes; and
iii. Cairn with rectangular annexes and internal divisions.

From these basic forms emerged the other forms of cairns with regional varia-
tions and in more developed forms as we find in the west and central regions,
eg. cairn with dome like structures, rectangular with flat roofs ete. It also seems
that tradition of * tails™ attached to cairns, were deminishing along with the tech-
nical improvement of the structures, but the main three forms - circular, rectan-
gular and square were the same.

Functional Classification, of Cairns:

on the basis of functional usages cairns can be orouped into two forms: -
i. Cairns with burials;
ii. Cairns for ceremonial purposes or for symbolic burials.

In the first form dead bodies were buried inside the cairn, whereas in the sec-
ond type only grave goods including pieces of goat tlesh were buried and some-
times they were left empty. From the excavations by the Department of Antiqui-
ties both forms have been discovered, but still we are not certain about the

4. Cairns with oval plan also have been found from the north western province. eg. Jabel safra
al-Maleh.
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It indicates that on top of the same cairns, idols were installed, around which
circumbulation paths were made, and was fenced by stone circles. Placing of
idols on the top of a mound and going around, is a very common practice
among some of the cults of Hindu religion, and among the Buddhist circumbula-
tion is performed around the burial mounds of lord Buddha, known as Stupas.

If we study cairn on the regional basis, we find that the most simple and the
most primitive form is found in the northern region which includes the follow-
Ing types:-

i. Simple stone mounds;

il. Cireular structures with tails in the form of small stone piles;

ti1. Circular structures, some with rectangular annexes; and

tv. Rectangular structures generally with internal divisions.

Most of these cairns have dry stone walls built with local materials.

The varients of northern region forms with tmproved technique were built in
the eastern region which includes the following main forms:-

i. Caimns with internal depressions;
it. Cairns constructed with square foundations along with circular, semi circular
and rectangular annexes;

il. Circular walled cairns with inward leaning walls forming a dome like
structures. Most of the cairns from this region were having either stone cir-
cles or ring walls in a form of tails 3 (Parr 1977) .

[n the central region we find the following forms:-
i. Circular cairns with rounded tops of vertical walls and inward sloping
walls;
ii. Rectangular cairn with flat tops.
iil. Cairns with circular , rectangular, or square ring walls or tails.

3. More than 63 cairns from the western province have either rings walls or tails. More of-
ten the tails are consisted of lines of stone piles with square or circular foundations. More
than 50% cairn tails face du’e south or north and other face northeast, east or southeast.
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to the burials. The evidence show that during that period most of the burials
were taking place in a small pit in the earth. For this purpose, a circular pit of
about a meter in diameter was dug where the dead body was placed in a toetus
form and the pit was covered with sands and clay. This was a very common
practice among the Neolithic dewellers of the central region (Abu Duruk, 1984,
[i1).

If we look into the burial practices of the Neanderthals of the greater Arabia.
we find that their method of burials was different what we find among the Neo-
lithic dwellers of central Saudi Arabia, in a straight form, back touching the
earth. In the prehistoric Saudi Arabia both practices seems to be common which
indicate two different cultural groups.

In the later stage of the Neolithic period probably the tradition of covering or
heaping the burial pits with stone chunks and rubbles, mixed with sands, started
which gave rise to a particular type of funerary structure known as cairn.(P1.48

and 49).

In archaeology, cairn denotes a mound of stones as a marker or memorial
( Ency. Americana 1974). The term 1s derived from the caelic word cairn mean-
ing heap. The use of catrn as a burial place was a world wide custom. They were
also used as road markers, 1o commemorate important events and often served
as altars on which offerings were made.

The early tradition of cairns was contemporary to the tradition of stone circles
a5 it has been confirmed by the discovery of related artefacts. In Saudi Arabian
archaeology. evidence of cairns may be dated back to 7th or 6th mill. B.C.. Most
of the cairn sites are situated on the slopes or summit of the mountains and ter-
races of the valleys. These cairns revealed different forms of constructions,
though basically they are almost same in inner structures.

Some of the cairns were built by the Arab Bedouins until not much before the
advent of Islam. as it is evident by the Thamudic inscriptions carved on them.
Near some of these cairns broken pieces of, what apparently seems to be the
idols are found eg. in Qarriyat and near some sites on Saudi-Jordan border -

2. Based on personal communications with Dr. Majeed Khan of the Dept. of Antiquities and
Museums. Riyadh.
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facts have been recovered. On the basis of these assoclated artefacts it seems
that this type was almost contemporary to the stone circles. Sometimes, inside
the enclosure stone circles are also placed.

From the survey of central and southwestern regions an another type of struc-
tures have been discovered which may be placed the third in the evolutionary
line. These are known as Neolithic structures (P1.42a and 47), as they are relat-
ed to the Neolithic artefacts evidence (Juris Zarin et al . 1979,30) . At wadi at
Dawasir an area of 70 x 100 m., with atleast 9 discrete units of structures were
found. Each unit was about 5m. and one to 15m. far from each other. Eight clus-
ters seens to form one larger aggregate. On another site within vicinity a num-
ber of circular piles with small cobbles, perhaps hearth with a diameter of 50
¢m. and a number of irregularly shaped structures were also discovered by the
survey team. The radio carbon dating from Wadi al-Dawasir suggests that the
carliest occupation was at 10890+560 B.P and the latest occupation was 8025 +
210 B.P Hence, it suggests that the site was occupied in the 8th millennium B.C.

Thumama, the most famous Neolithic site of Saudi Arabia, situated 90 km.
from Riyadh, also has provided the evidence of such structures and have been
dated to 5th millennium B.C. (Abu Duruk, of 1984,109) During this period
main form of structures were built in this region. The first one is a snake like
structures consist of equal triangles , built of stone slabs with 2 tail of 15¢m.
This type of structures, between two tombs | might have served a protection for
the tombs. (Abu Duruk, 1984 ). Another forms are oval, circular and rectangu-
lar. The later form was built with stone and covered with stone slabs. Probably
later on this form developed in the tumuli form. The circular structures were
built of stone blocks with a standing slab on the middle facing east. ( Pi.42a,
and P1.47a, b)

All the structural types which have been discussed, were not directly related

I. Pit burials were also common in northern Mesopotamia in the Neolithic period. Pre and
early ceramic phases at Jarme, Alikosh and Chagha Sefid have revealed such type of prac-
tices.

1989, Frank Hole , The Ubaid Reconsidered, CNI 10 . Patterns of Burials in the 5th mill.B.C,
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function and suggest that they were having some association with death.

These stone circles were probably the first type of structures built by the Neo-
lithic peoples. Probably they were also used as foundations for wattle structures
as evident from many other countries like Jordan, Southern Syria and Western
[raq ( Nayeem., 1990,70) . This type of structures are also found in many African
countries, particularly in Nigeria, where this type of structures were used as
foundations for wattle structures by the Neolithic community. In some cases in
Nigeria, owner of the house was buried in the same round wattle hut where he
lived in his life time (Hashim, 1976,6). A concentric circle with a burial in the
middle also have been reported from a ritual site of Rogem Hiti in the Golan
Heights which 1s dated to 4th mill. B.C. ( Mizrachi, 1992, 47).

in Saudi Arabia, stone circles are mostly found between wadi al-Sirhan and
Hail and extending south to al-shuhaytiya district. At many stone circles sites
low stone pits and hearth like structures are scattered; which seems to have some
association with stone circles. One of the stone circles at Oarayyah in north west
region has a dry walling with adjacent stone cairns. (Parr 1977). One of them 13
55m. in diameter with two single upright stones in its centre (Parr et al,
1970.,22). Most of the circles also have a tail like structures. Gilmore et al,
1982.13-16). At many places tumuli is also placed inside stone circles. From
many stone circle sites, stonc tools and pottery also have been discovered. On
the basis of stone tools the earliest stone circles could be dated to the end of
stone Age or beginning of the Neolithic period , which at least, in this region,
may be placed to the 8th millennium B.C.

Another type of structures in the evolutionary line built on almost same
pattern are the enclosures (P1.44b) . This type of structures are found in various
shapes like isolated circular structures, circular structures in clusters, rectangu-
Jar, triangular and oval shapes with dry masonary and short walls etc.  ( Gra-
ham et. al. 1981. 70) . This type is distinct from the stone circles as it does not
have a particular shape and many of them have common walls of piles of
rubbles and small boulders. Some of them have upright slab forming entrance
way. These structures are generally located in northwestern and northern re-
gions. From many enclosure sites, Stone Age, Neolithic and chalcolithic arte-
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of materials from the sites and on the forms - from simple to complex. These
structures have variants, based on the regional variations due to the geographical
and geological factors eg. availability of raw materials, climate » location, popu-
lation demography, and ethenic variations.

The second classification is based on the functional usages. Under this classi-
fication all the funerary structures have been grouped into three basic types :-

1. The structures which were directly related to the dead, eg . tombs, where actu-
al burials were performed.

ii.The structures which were indirectly related to the dead or where actual buri-
al were not performed and were built probably as a marker for the grave or
in the memory of the dead.

iil.The structures which were built for communal gatherings to mourn the
death or to perform death rituals.

Discussions and archaeological inferences:

At the primary stage of the developments, it seems that , three basic types of
structures evolved mostly in the north and north western parts of Saudi Arabia,
which in course of time spread in southwestern and central parts of Saudi Ara-
bia. These structures were Stone Circles, Enclosures and some composite struc-
tures known as Neolithic Structures.

The first and simplest type of structures were stone circles.(Pl.44a & 46). This
type of structures have been located from many paits of Saudi Arabia, especially
from northern and western provinces. The constuction technique of this type of
structures was very simple. These structures are built by piling or arranging big
pieces of undressed stones into a circle. The height and diameter of stone circles
vary from place to place. The height ranges between 50 cm. and 100 cm. where-
as diameter between 3m . and 1.50m. or even more.

Due to its simple construction and sometimes, its foundations lying beneath
the later structures, it may be considered the earliest type of structures in the evo-
lutionary line of the buildings in Arabia. Here in Saudi Arabia, this type of struc-
tures have been considered as residential structures by the earlier scholars, but
their common associations with well identified funerary structures changes their



TYPOLOGY, EVOLUTIONS AND DEVELOPMENTS OF
FUNERARY STRUCTURES
IN SAUDI ARABIAN ANTIQUITIES

Dr.Syed Anis Hashim
Introduction:

The greater Arabia is one of the oldest geographical regions of the world
where archaeological records of burials go back to the Middle stone Ages, when
Neanderthal man of Shanidar and Mount Carmel regions started such practices
for the first time in the human history. Their funerary structures were in the
shape of pit, and covered with stone slabs. From this humble beginning perhaps
evolved the huge funerary structures of the later periods.

The evidence of funerary structures in Saudi Arabian archaeology starts from
the Neolithic period. Since that period we have continuous archaeological
records of funerary structures down to the dawn of Islamic Age. These structures
vary from one period to another and from one region to another, but the basic
theme, eg. probably respect for the dead person and to preserve body for another
life after death , seems to be the same, which was probably the main motive be-
hind building such structures for the dead. It also seems that the construction
technique, types and forms of these structures were evolving and improving day
by day as the human knowledge, skills and resources were erowing .

Aims and methodology of the study:

The aim of this study is to trace the various types and forms of pre Islamic
funerary structures, their gradual evolution and developments, their distributions
and functional usages in Saudi Arabian Antiquities.

All the prehistoric structures have been grouped into types and forms. Typology
has been classified on the following basis:-

i. Basis of design and shapes,

ii. Basis of functional usages.

[n the first typological classification, all the basic types of structures have
been grouped in a chronological order. The chronolog is based on the availability
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30.

3l

Probably female with
raised arms and open
fingers, face not
clear, short hairs
radiating and fallmg
on neck, triangular
LOTSO, NArTOW Waist
round buttocks,
narrow neck, front
body view.

Female with raised
arms and open fingers
face not clear, long hairs
radiating and falling on
narrow neck. triangular
{Ors0, narrow waist,
round buttocks,

front body view.

Female with raised
arms, fingers open, face
not clear, long hairs
falling on shoulders,
parrow neck and round
buttocks, triangular
waist.

Female, both arms
raised and open fingers
Face not clear, long
hair falling on
shoulders narrow
neck, triangular
torso,round waist.

Long Haired People
Style

[slamic

Long Haired People
Style

Literate Period

T
t
‘f
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26.

27.

28.

Three human (female)
figures together. one
in jumping attitude
having stretched

arms and open fingers,
breast decoration.
flying hair, other

two with round banded
hairs, narrow

waist rounnd buttocks,
all holding sword/
dagger like object, each
with open fingers on
stretching arms.

Female with both arms
raised and open
fingers, narrow waist
triangular torso,

round buttocks, animal
goat like face/or mask,
narrow neck.

Female with both arms
raised and open fingers,
narrow waist, triangular
torso, round buttocks,
animal/goat like face,
hairs radiating outward,
narrow neck.

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People

Incorporated from
Atlal, Vol. 5, 1981
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Female with both arms

at waist . short hairs
banded in semi-
circular shape, front
body view. wearing
necklace and belt.
round buttocks,
breasts marked.

Female with hoth arms

at waisl, hair not
clearly marked.
wearing necklace,
vertical lines around
waist perhaps
indicating belt.
Round buttoocks.
breasts marked.

Females with arms at
walst, long narrow
neck and clongated
faces, narrow torso.
round and wide
buttocks.

Female with long
narrow neck and
elongated facc,

| arm raised, another
to waist holding stick
narrow torso, rounded
buttocks, na breasts,
no necklace or belts.

Ovalhcaded People

Ovatheaded People

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People
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17.

20.

I arm raised
holding stick like
object [ arm to waist
holding shield and
spears, fully pecked
body, no headdress.
no body decoration

1 arm raised.

I arm down holding
down object, turban
like headdress, body
decorated

' arm raised with
open fingers. | arm
to waist holding
stick, feathered
headdress,
dagger/sword in the
waist belt

I arm raised with
open fingers, | arm
stretching with open
fingers, no headdress
dagger/sword in the
waist belt.

Both arms half raised
with open fingers,
wearing necklace,

hairs banded annd short

round buttocks,
narrow torso.frontal
view,

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People
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[2.

16,

| arm raised holding
spear, | arm (© walst
holding shield.

feathered headdress.,
no breast decoration

| arm raised holding
spear , | arm holding
shicld, feathered
headdress, breast
decorauon

| arm raised

holding spear. I arm
down holding rectangular
shield,

feathered headdress.

No breast decoration

| arm raised holding scyth like
obiect,

1 arm to waist

holding rectangular shield
and two spears,

feathered headdress.

breast decoration.

| arm raised holding
scyth like object,

1 arm to walst
holding a spear and
shield, feathered
headdress ., breast
decoration.

Ovalheaded People

Ovalhcaded People

Ovalheaded People

Ovatheaded People

Ovalheaded People
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Two arms raised
standing with open
legs fully pecked
body, round head

Two arms stretching,
feathered headdress,
no weapons. or
objects

Rectangular motif
on chest

Two arms raised,
open fingers
headdress of hook
shaped feathers,
no body decor, no
weapons

Two arms raised
wavy shaped spear ?
near the right arm.
No headdress. Breast
decorated

I arm raised holding
spear

I arm stretched
holding shicld,
headdress with one
curved teather, no
breast

1 arm raised holding
spear, 1 arm to waist
holding shield,
Headdress ol back-
wardly curved
feathers ? No breast
decoration.

Kaukab Style

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People

Ovalheaded People

Ovaiheaded People
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EVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMEN
FIGURES FROM ANAT

Fig. Description of Traits

No’s

E\)

i arm raised

| arm stretching down

outlined body, round
head. no headdress

| arm raised

| arm stretching down

outlined body. round
head, {eathcred
headdress

| arm streiched

1 arm raised

fully pecked body
frontal view,round
head

1 arm stretched

| arm raised holds
object, fully pecked
body, frontal view
round head

Two arms raised
fully pecked body
rounded head
{ront body view

Anati’s Classification

of Styles

Unidentified Style

Preliterate Style

Open Legged Style

Kaukab Style

Kaukab Style

T CHRONOLOGY OF HUMAN
I'S BOOKS

Photocopies from
Anati’s Books
{Reduced Scale)

4
i
+
&
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vious female figures ( 24, 25 ). Figures 27 and 28 (page 97) are quite different
being portrayed with goat like faces and human bodies. the narrow neck and
waist, round buttocks and half raised arms with open fingers suggest a possible
evolution from the previous figures(25,26). Figures 26 is associated with a Tha-

mudic(Bedouin) inscription which includes the name of a pre - Islamic deity. At
this point there seems to be no more representations of male ( s ) deities. Figures
29 to 32 (see page 98) with similar body traits, arm positions, and identical style
are found depicted on a large number of rock art sites in Jebel Qara and Jabel
Kaukab area.

The above hypothetical typology of human representations is based entirely
(excluding fig. 28 from Atlal. Vol. 5. 1981. pl. 41) on the figures included in
Anati’s books. It is possible that it could represent an evolutionary development
chronology from previous representations. Each style appears to have been
evolved from the preceding one, maintaining some old traits and introducing
some new ones. On this basis the *Oval Headed People’ style did not suddenly
terminated, suggesting migration of the people from the area but rather gradual-
ly developed and evolved into what we may call a new style. There is no reason
to suppose that the so called ‘Oval Headed People’ did not remain in the area up
to, and during the introduction of Tslam in the region. The female deity ‘Alia’
which is alo mentioned by historians, is represented in the last phase of rock art
in the so called Central Arabia.

The evidence also suggests that the carly evolution of the ‘Oval Headed
Style” derived from the Kaukab Style ( see figs. 1 to 10 ) which included repre-
sentations of incomplete, schematic human figures. There is nothing, therefore,
to support Anati’s hypothetical suggestions that the ‘Oval Headed People ap-
peared in Central Arabia towards the end of the fourth or the beginning of the
third millennium B.C. (Anati 1968: 1980). Anati also claimed that “throughout
this long period (2000 years ) they maintained their unmistakable figurative
style” (1969: 180). We have seen that this was not so. In fact. in each pertod the
style was changed, modificd , and new traits were introduced, and this process
continued until at least pre Islamic period, ultimately ending after the introduc-
tion of Islam in the region .
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Figure 15 (page 94) deviates from many of the above representations. On this
human figure the chest decoration or the clan mark is the same s that shown on
figures 9 and 13 and the postures and the profile view are also almost identical
to that of figure 14. It is shown with holding a shield and spears in one hand and
a scythe-like object ( weapon?) in the other. The headdress looks more like a
turban. The motifs on the chests suggest that the art represents the continuity of
the same tradition and cultural groups as before.

Figures 16 (page 94) and 17 (page 95) were depicted with less details. Scythe
like object or any other weapon i< not shown on figure 18. The body decoration
has also changed, but " turban " remains. The posture, the frontal view and the
arms position (one arm down and the other raised) are maintained. It 1s possible
to suggest that the evidence reflects a change in art style but not in the local pop-
alation concerned. who appear to have adopted new trends while still maintain-
ing some of their old stylistics traditions.

Figure 19 is represented with totally different type of weapons,probably a
sword and a dagger. The feathered headdress and the posture are again main-
tained according to the old tradition and so the arm positions, with one arm
holding some object and the other raised. This male figure is depicted in assocla-
tion with a pair of female representations also are portrayed with half raised
arms. open palms and stretched fingers. This is the first composition in which
male and females are represented together in the rock art of Jebel Qara.

Figure 20 (page 95) has a dagger attached to its waist, while the motif on the
chest could represent a clan/tribal mark. This figure was found in assocation
with a female representation ( fig. 21) with half raised arms, stretched fingers
and a narrow neck. Figures 23, 24 and 25 (page 96) are portrayed with further
feminine details indicating breasts, rounded buttocks, ornaments and belts. Fe-
male figures are now more frequently depicted and outnumber the male repre-
sentations in the period which Anati calls " The Literate Period ". Figures 24
and 25 again indicate a change in style. The female figures are now shown with
long neck, triangular torso. narrow waist, rounded buttocks, and half raised
arms. Thus suggesting deviation from the old tradition but still maintaining
some previous traits.

A group of three female figures ( figs. 26 page 97) is shown with swords or
daggers. Their hair style, narrow waist and round buttocks are similar to the pre-
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TYPOLOGY OF HUMAN FIGURES FROM ANATI ' S BOOKS ON
CENTRAL ARABIA

Various kinds of the human figures called 'Oval Headed People' as well as
other representations of human in Anati 's books have been arranged in an order
to suggest a stylistic typology and their possible evolution and derivation from
one phase to the other.

Fig. 1 (see page 92-97) consists of an ovalheaded man,with outlined rectan-
gular body, one arm raised and the other stretched out in front of the body.

Fig. 2 is similar in its outlined body and outlined oval shaped head to the pre-
vious one, but is shown wearing what appears to be a feathered headdress.

Fig. 3 shows a rounded similar posture and arms position to fig. 2, but it is
fully pecked as opposed to the outlined form of the representation. Similarly,
fig. 4 with its oval head, one arm raised and another down is similar in its traits
and style to its predecessor fig. 3, but having a slight difference in its outlined
head and an unpecked patch on the body. Fig. 5 has the arms fully up - raised,
the fully pecked body and its torso are similar in shape to the representations in
figures 3 and 4. Fig. 6 (see page 92) represents a further development, the figure
now being depicted with two arms and two legs and a clear torso. The head 18,
however, similar in its oval shaped form to all the other representations. This
figure ( 6 ) possibly suggests an evolution, with certain additions suggesting a
development in art style at the same time maintaining some previous elements in
common like the shape of the head and arms position

Figure 7 (see page 93), which Anati included within the Oval Headed People
category, 1s shown with outstretched arms and a feathered headdress. Figure 8 is
depicted with detailed body features.

From here on ward, we find a more rappid development both in technique and
style. Figures 9 and 10 are represented  with more details. Decorative motifs
clan marrks are indicated on most of the human figures. Figures 13 and 14 (page
94) represent further development both in the physical details on the weapons.
Headdress and the motifs on the bodies are represented with such details which
were not indicated on the previous figures.
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postulate that they represent Anati’s Long Haired Style.

A group of animal figures including an ox, a camel and a fat tailed sheep is
located at the site in the Qara area. These are included in volume I ( page 38b ).
The three figures are identical in their patina, the pecking technique,the grooves
and the roughly square shaped patches on their bodies which suggest that they
were depicted at the time and perhaps by the same artist. The superimposed in-
scriptions and various other lines were later additions. It appears as if the super-
impositioning may have been deliberate because considerable free space was
available on the same rock art and yet was left unused.
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supporting an Iron Age date. This association of ' Oval Headed People ' with an in-
scription contradicts Anati 's entire chronology for the 'Central Arabian' rock art.
Furthermore, the ' Long Haired Style ' female representation which Anati included
m the pre - literate period ( see pl.36 and 39 ) and place under 'Late Hunting and
Pastoral People' is very lightly patinated and is also superimposed on an inscription.

Due to the limited and selected material from the area of Jebel Qara with
which Anati worked, he could not decide whether the camel had been domesti-
cated or not. He wrote in his conclusion, "they hunted camels, but it is not clear
whether they succeeded in domesticating them as well” ( 1969 : {81 ). The Pho-
tograph included in plate 36 show an example of the domesticated camel from
the Qara area. A camel is superimposed on fat tailed sheep, its two legs are tied
together, providing another example of camel domestication (P1.38 a).

A panel of human figures similar to those included in volume 2 ( page 45, 70)
is recorded from Jebel Qara. Because of their dynaism, fighting, hunting, etc.,
they are grouped by Anati under 'Realistic Dynamic Style' and dated 2nd - 3rd
millennium B.C. on the basis of convex bows which are usually depicted with
them (1968 : 70). He overlooked the swords attached to the waists of some of
them. These are clearly visible in photographs ( see P1. 38b.). This seriously ef-
fects the validity of the dating of 'Realistic Dynamic Style' on which his volume
IT is based. Another group of human figures, almost similar in style, traits and
composition to those mentioned earlier, is located in the same area of Jebel Qara
(see PL. 38b). A long sword is attached to the waist of the two human figures;
similarly stylized group of human figures is included in vol. I ( page 40 - 41);
Anatt attributed them to 23rd century B. C.. In pl.10 these are superimposed on
an outlined ox figure, which falls with Anati 's 'Outlined Cattle Style" and is
dated by him to ca. 2000 - 1000 B. C. (vol. 4, page 23)

A number of female representations of large size and with half raised arms
(see PL.38b Fig. at top left) are located superimposed on various figures. They
are located on Jebel Qara, but are not included in Anati 's books. They are simi-
lar to 'Long Haired People’ females in their body traits, i.e. triangular torso, nar-
row waist, rounded buttocks, half raised arms and long neck. The difference lies
in the style of hatr. On these figures the hair are short and do not reach the
shoulders. They are an important element of Jebel Qara rock art. It is possible to
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During my short visit in 1987 and as a member of comprehensive rock art and
Epigraphic Survey in 1989 and 1990, T recorded very frequently depictions of
large size human representations wearing teathered headdresses and holding
spears and shiclds. They were usually situated on prominent situation, unitorm
style and traits, probably suggests that the artists intended to represent a com-
mon and single personality which could perhaps have a 'deity’. It the artist meant
to portray himself, as Anati suggested (1968 : 6), then each figure should have
been different from the other, both in its traits and facial features. Similagly. the
female representations with halt raised arms and long hair,dominate the rock art
of the entire area of Jebel Qara and Jebel Kaukab on which they are located in
large number (P1.39) cometimes as individual representations in isolation and
sometimes superimposed on earlier figures. These are usually located on promi-
nent places, facing southeast. Anati classified them as 'Tong Haired People’
These female representations outnumber the figures of males found in the
area. These are the only figures about which there are many stories among the
local Bedouins. who call them " Alia ', the famous pre - Islamic goddess and
ruler of the region. Anati places these female figures in his chronology of Late
Hunting Pastoral people and dated ¢2.5000 - 1.200 B.C. ie in the pre - Literate
period {(vol. 4. 1974 page (40 - 141). 1 recorded more than one site on which
these female figures are superimposed on top of Thamudic (Bedouin) inscrip-
tions (see P1. 37a) thereby contradicting Anati 's dating.

How selectivity in studying rock art material from the same area can lead to
wrong conclusions can be judged from a panel located on Jebel Qara (see P1.39)
which contains a human figure holding what Anpati suggested a boomerang or a
sickle sword in one arm, and spears and a shield in the other. Anatl attributed
such figures to the 3rd millenniam B. C. ( Vol. 4, page 87 - 88 ). The figure un-
der discussion is, in all its traits and style, identical to Anati 's Oval Headed Peo-
ple. The motifs on the chest and abdomen, the facial features, the feathered head-
dress, the body stature are all similar and are depicted in the same style, and
undoubtedly belong to the same group of human representations which Anati dated
to 3rd millennium B.C.. The tigure included here ( P1.39 ) is shown with a dagger/
sword attached to the waist which suggests a date of Bronze or Iron Age. Next to
the human figure is an inscription which is almost identical in patination to it, again
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there is little to distinguish them from genuine South Arabian texts. The Same
Gods occur and the same civil titles were employed. It has, moreover, been ob-
served that there were several place - names in Eriterean and northern ethiopic
classical antiquity which seem to have been borrowed from the south Arabian
mainland. The explanation is generally thought to be as follows at some indeter-
minate date, perhaps about 1,000 B.C. waves of South Arabian immigrants en-
tered Ethiopia, mingled with the local Cushite population, and by means of their
superior culture produced a civilization similar to that of their homeland"(1968).
Concluding his views Irvin said, “ it is an interesting commentary on the persis-
tence of the worship of the South Arabian gods that the name 'Athtar' should
survive into the modern Tigre language as the word for ' sky', ' a star . (1968 :
304 - 305).

From Irvin 's studies (conducted with the support of Society for Old Testa-
ment Study ), which were based on detailed investigations and analysis of cultu-
ral and epigraphical material, it is clear that it is the advanced South Arabian
culture which influenced the Cushites and thar there are no valid grounds to sug-
gest that the Cushites migrated to Central Arabija.

From a total of 27 rocks containing petroglyphs, 23 are recorded from the area
of Jebel Qara (Anati 1968 : 9). A recent visit to the area of Bir - Hima, Jebel
Qara, and Jebel Kaukab, by this author, revealed hundreds of rock art panels
scattered in the area from what the Philby - Ryckman - Lippen Expedition re-
corded only 23 rocks. Jebel Qara and Jebel Kaukab consist of a range of small
hills running parallel to each other north of Bjr - Himma. Beside Jebel Kaukab
and Jebel Qara, there are various other small hills and outcrops scattered in the
wadis and in the open plains, on which hundreds of rock art and inscription sites
are located. The hills of Jebel Qara and Jebel Kaukab are particularly rich in pe-
troglyphs. Although I was only able to drive about 45 km north of Bir - Himma,
covering about 20 to 25 km of the hilly area of Qara, I observed that cither the
Philby - Ryckman - Lippen Expedition did not recorded all the available rock art
and inscriptions from the area, and that it had been selective in its recordings, or
it had not provided all the recorded information and photographs to Anati or
Anati himself worked on some selected material.

R 1t AL - Gk e e e
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Hunters and Pastoralists " of Dhathami Style, who were living in the same area
from 8,000 - 6,000 B. P. onward (1968). We do not know whether people of
"Dhathami Style" were living together happily with the "Oval Headed People”
or whether they also suddenly left on the arrival of the Cushites. However, Anati
assumes that they might have migrated to Africa or Sinai through the northern
region of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. During the recent rock art surveys of
northern Saudi Arabia (1985 - 87), over 800 sites have been located, but none of
them contains a single representation in the " Oval Headed People” style.

The Oval Headed People, according to Anati, fit the Bible's description of Cu-
shitic tribes and it seems as if the author intended to describe the "Oval Headed
People”. They are said to be "men of stature” { Isaiah, 45, 14 ). to handle shields
( Jermiah 46, 9 ) and again handle shields and worc prominent hats ( Ezekiel
38.5)" (Anati 1964 : 183 ). He further adds "Cushites tribes obviously existed
in Ethiopia in Biblical Times, but we can now be certain that some of them lived
also in the peripheral areas south of the Fertile Crescent " (1964 @ 183 ). Al-
though Anati is certain about the presence of Cushites in the so called Central
Arabia. he does not know " where they came from and what happened to them
later on " (Anati 1964 : 183).

Most of Anati’ s figures are not properly dated. We arc now aware of the fact
that some female representations of the "Oval Headed People" belong to the Lit-
erate Period, his conclusions regarding Cushites must obviously be dismissed.
However, regarding original Cushitic settlement Anati himself agrees that they
existed in Ethiopia ( 1964 : 183 ) in Biblical Times. On the basis of Biblical De-
scription of headdress and shield he suggested that Oval Headed People were
Cushites. but he did not provide any example of similar rock art parallels from
Ethiopia. Ethiopian rock art discoveries do not show any parallel representations
to Oval Headed People ( see Graziosi 1960 ).

AK. Irvin presented different views regarding Cushites which are opposed to
that of Anati' s. Trvin suggested that " the Greek translation of Biblical 'Kush’
throughout the Old Testament refers only generally to the region of the Sudan
and Nubia " (1968).He further added inscriptions of South Arabian style palae-
ographically belonging to the time of Karib'al Watar have been found there.
alongside others which betrayed slight linguistic peculiarities. Culturally too
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toric art ( Gombrich 1959; Ucko and Rosenfeld 1978 ). If the art is stylized and
based upon the perception of the artist, it is obvious that prehistoric rock art can-
not serve the purpose of recognizing prehistoric animal species. Tchernov sug-
gests that "it is illogical to think that domesticated cattle were known to the peo-
ple of Central Arabia during the Early Hunters Period ( some 8,000 yrs.B.P.),
we must assume that only wild cattle were living there during that time ". He
further adds, " the apparent similarities between the Dhatami Style and an Indian
mode of engraving are of much interest. If the engraving technique is derived
from an Indian source, we may speculate that both artistic style and cattle, and
perhaps the entire culture, were introduced via Mesopotamia "(1974, 240, 241
...... my italics ). These speculations are based on the presence of highly stylized
cattle representations (see Pl. 33, Fig 2 and 3) . These figures are incomplete,
with no tail and with lower parts of the body missing. Moreover, nowhere in
southern, central or southern Arabia humped cattle figures have been recorded
by any other archaeological or rock art survey teams working in the area. No
cattle bones of humped cattle of Neolithic date have been found either. Zebu is
supposed to appear in Arabia in the late Bronze or early fron Age. The earliest
Zebu bones are reported from Jordan dated to Late Bronze/Iron Age ( Clason
1978 :94 -95)

Tchernov 's suggestions that before 8,000 years not only the Zebu but the en-
tire culture were introduce via Mesopotamia to Arabia contradicts Anati's con-
clusions in which he suggested that the * Oval Headed' people appeared in Cen-
tral Arabia towards the end of fourth or at the beginning of the third millennium
B.C. '(Anati 1964: 180). Anati further adds, " the negroid population seems to
have lived happily in their Central Arabian "diaspora” until the end of the sec-
ond millennium. At this time, some external factor, probably the arrival in the
area of more powerful human groups, caused their sudden departure. From then
therefore, no traces have been found of their beautiful and characteristic rock
pictures' (1964 : 181). Hence Anati suggests a negroid population was living in
Arabia while Tchrnov brings in the Indian culture,

[t is an interesting story of sudden arrival, and sudden departure of some un-
known people. which according to Anati' s assumptions, were more likely the
cushites, mentioned in the Bible. Anati does not say anything about his "Early
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are similar in their traits and styles. In both, the face is like an unidentitied ani-
mal, perhaps a goat? arms are half raised making an angle of 90 degree. open
patm with stretched tingers, roughly triangular torso, and narrow waist. The fig-
ure represented in Adal 1s associated with a Thamudic (Bedouin) inscription
(Zarins et al 1981:36) and reads “Oh my god, Azun Shao™ (my translation).
“These tigures may possibly appear to be representations of the well-known
Arabic goddess Allat or al-Uzza of Manat”. The translation of the inscription
‘Azun’ is much closer than to al-Uzza, mentioned by Zarin. The human figure
reported by Zurin and the associated inscriptions are identical n patination.
pecking marks and grooves. There is no reason to assume that the inscription
and figures were not depicted at the same time. The figure in Atlal which is de-
picted with an inscription (see fig. 36 pl.37) and Anati’s figure are similar in
style and concept and support the assumption that it belongs 0 the Literate
Period and again Anati’s dating is shown to be incorrect.

Styles are recognized on the basis of defined traits which are established by
the analysis, and recognition, of modified, added, reduced or decorated traits on
the figures. On each rock where many figures are depicted, there is always at
least a possibility that more than one artist has worked on it. We can see that
(here was a tradition to Superimpose, overlapping of associated figures on previ-
ous ones. In such cases, it 1s necessary to recognize different styles to isolate the
work of ditferent artists and of different periods. From the work of Anati we
have learned that it is not sufficient simply to group all the figures of a rock as if
belonging to one style.It is possible that in a tribal and nomadic society several
styles coexisted, each representing a small social group/unit, say, a clan or a
band of people. On many rock art sites it can be seen that on some rocks as
much as three or four distinct styles are recognizable.

It is not only Anati's dating and classification of styles which are based on
‘nsufficient archaeological and technical foundations, but his conclusions are hy-
pothetical. In volume 4. Anati includes a chapter on ' the analysis of fauna " writ-
ten by E. Tchernov. Various species of animals have been recognized on the
basis of (stylized) morphological traits of the animal figures from so called Cen-
tral Arabia. The art historians emphasize the continuous stylization of prehis-
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of classification and that the whole system needs to be radically revised, based
upon the stylized traits of components. From such, a more systematic appraisal
of Central (southern) Arabian rock art could be derived.

It seems that Anati failed to apply his own defined stylized traits on various repre-
sentations found in different contexts and on different rocks. As a matter of fact, fig-
ures 26,23.24,27 and 29 (PL.35) are so similar in their body shapes, features, traits
and stylization that there is no apparent reason to divide them into different styles.

Furthermore, fig. 33 (P1.36) has similar traits to that of fig 32. Both are
shown with long hair reaching to the waist, half raised arms, open palms sith
stretched fingers, a triangular torso, small neck and narrow waist. Despite the
similar contents of these two representations, Anati has dated them differently
and has separated them into two different periods. Fig. 32 is included in the Is-
lamic period, on the other hand fig. 35 (P1.36) with all its different traits, has
been included in the same style with fig. 32.

The human representation 34 (P1.36) with its narrow waist, triangular torso,
half raised arms and long hair is similar in all respects and stylistic features to
figures 32 and 35 and is placed into the Literate Period. It has been so by Anati
on the basis of an inscription which is located on the same rock but at a consi-
derable distance from it, and apparently does not show any association with the
above figure. However, it does show that Anati sometimes ignored the charac-
teristic features of his own definitions and classified figures into various style
without considering their common or different stylistic traits.

All the figures included in plate 36 reveal that the representations of the so
called ‘mythical females or goddesses’, are similar in their basic traits. There are
no good grounds for separating them into different styles or phases. They appar-
ently belong to the same style and probably the same time period.

In volume I (pages 68-69) Anati includes the representation of a schematized
human figure with an animal like face (or perhaps mask). It is depicted with up-
raised arms (plate 37a fig. 37), open palm with stretched fingers, a triangular
torso, narrow neck and protruding buttocks. Anati included it in the pre-literate
period. A similar figure was previously recorded by the survey team of the De-
partment of Antiquities and published in Adal (vol. 5, 1981 ). These two figures
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the Mahash Style and yet he includes it there. On the other hand, fig. 17 (P1.34)
which is executed with fully pecked body, small face, (like tig . 11}, and *V°
shaped horns curving on top. is similar to fig. 11 in all its traits, which one
would not associate with Anati’s definition of the Dhatahmi Style. Surprisingly.
he includes it in the Dhathamt style and not in the Mahash Style, to which 1t
should belong, according to his own definition.

Although Mahash and Negev styles are considered by Anati to be contempo-
rary with each other. some of the figures included in both styles are so simifar i
their traits and stylization that one cannot understand why they are not grouped
under one style. Figures 10 and 13 (P1.34) are depicted in profile. the face on
both is pointed and roughly triangular. the horns projected backward as two
parallel lines making an angle of about 45 degree. The similarity in traits and
style cannot be overlooked. Their classifiction by Anati within two different
styles Mahash and Negev is meaningless.

Figure 21 (PL.35) poses a serious problem because similar figures are found
on many rocks and on many sites. Sometimes a figure similar to this having
incomplete body and forwardly projected semi-circular horn, is included in the
Dhathami Style and sometimes in the Kaukab Style. and in one case ¢ven in the
Literate Period (P1.35 figs. 24.27,20). Figures included in the same plate are
divi-ded by Anati into two major styles. Kaukab Style and Dhathami. He gives
no explanation for the derivation of his Kaukab Style. An examination of figures
21 and 23 which are similar 1 having upraised "U" shaped arms (7). ambiguous
head, long torso and shightly opened legs. are classitied separately by Anati under
two styles. Similarly. igs. 24 and 27 with upraised projecting ox horns like arms
(Anati). protruding bellies, raised buttocks. profile bodies and twisted horns
(arms?) were divided by Anati into two widely separated periods the Literate,
and Early Hunting and Pastoral. This division created a difference of 3000 o
4000 vears between the (wo representations (according to Anati’s daung
1972:100). Morcover . Fig. 2415 included in the Literate Period not because of its
stylized traits but because it was claimed to be associated with an inscription. In
this case. his dating ignored stylistic traits that are similar to his Dahthame Style.

it can be seen, therefore. that there are many inconsistencies in Anati’s systeim
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why figures in similar styles are sometimes placed in the Dhathami Style some-
times in the Mahash Style phase IVB. Tn its traits, it is similar to fig. 1 (P1.33) of
the Dhathami Style. Thus similar fi gures, with similar traits and in similar styles,
are included in different styles and phases without any reasons being given.

There appears to be no apparent reason for separating figures 12,15 and 18
(P1.34) into three ditferent styles. All of them are represented with “V” shaped
horns, rectangular bodies and none has a tajl. They show common stylized traits
and there seems to be no stylistic differences between the three representations
except for the omission of legs on fi g. 15. Each component of these three figures
is classified by Anati under a different style, that is , fig. 12 is placed within the
Mahash Style, Fig .15 within the Dhathami Style and fig. 18 within the Negev Style.

Mahash Style is defined as having “relatively large figures, with pecking
sometimes fading out in certain areas” (Anati 1972:64). Fig 14 (P1.34) is prob-
ably an ox with outlined rectangular body, pecking fading partially form the
back, conforming to the definition of Mahash Style, and this representation is
placed with it. Fig. 16, with similar traits, is depicted in outline, has a relatively
large body with the pecking fading partially and is included in the Waist Style.
Waist Style is “characterized by animals mostly depicted in outline, with long
straight horns sometimes stightly curved on top™ (Anati 1972:82 ). According to
Anati, the Mahash Style dates from 3.000 to 2,000 B.C. and Waist Style 2,000-
1,000 B.C. (1972:100). Thus if figures with similar traits and in the same styles
are placed within two different styles they become widely separated in time.
This makes, any attempt to analize the underlying concepts and their temporal
development almost impossible.

A comparative analysis of figures 14 and 16 (P1.34) reveals that the two fig-
ures have ‘V’ shaped horns rising from the same point, outlined rectangular
bodies, pecking partially fading, and there appears to be no difference in their
styles. In fact Anati’s definition of Mahash and Waist Styles is so generalized
and incomplete that any figure with outlined body and long horns could be ac-
commodated in either of the two styles. On the contrary figure 2 (P1.34) is fully
pecked and, as opposed to fig. 14 (also in the Mahash Style), it lacks a tail. Ac-
cording to Anati’s established traits it does not quality under the definition of
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Dhathami Style. even if they are located on the same rock. But Anati has done
so. This failure to recognize and classify each style separately is a major short-
coming ot Anati’s work. In numerous cascs in Central Arabian rock art. Anati
overlooked all differences and variations in traits and featurcs among various
figures, and grouped all of the figures within a single style. This system of clas-
sification made his analysis very complex and dubious. For example, tigures
depicted on rock K-59 (sce P1.33) are classified as Dhathami Style.Figures
almost identical to those depicted on this rock. having similar traits and style
have been included/grouped with the figures in other styles located on other
rocks. Moreover, not all the figures on this rock (K-59) fit within the definition
which Anati established for the Dhathame Style, which according to him. “is
characterized by stylized small size animals, the shape of the body being rather
neglected and pecked mainly in the front part . Some of the oxen appear as bull .
most of the animals are in motion posture. They give the impression of large
herds. Anthropomorphic figures are hybrid and have horns. a fact which may in-
dicate presence of a particular consideration for the animal™ (1970:122). When
we look at the figures of rock K59. we fail to recognize specific traits of Dhatha-
mi Style on them. For example fig. | (P1.33) that of an ox has a complete bady
in opposition to Anati’s definition of the style, and its outward splaying horns do
not appear to be ““disproportionately large™. The animal in fig. 0 1s also complete
and is depicted in profile, which would appear to be better classified as an ibex
of Anati’s Negev Style. Fig. 5 appears to be an unidentified animal which is depicted
with fully pecked body. Fig. 2 shows *V* shaped horns as opposed to the splaying
horns of fig. 1. Thus cach figure of rock K-59 shows variations in its traits and
style. and none of them conform to the definition of Dhathami Style.

Anati considers a phase as an important chronological element, “on each rock
a stratigraphy has been established. The numbering phases goes from the latest
to the oldest. the first to be seen on the rock when this is examined” (1972 :22).
Dhathami Style has been divided into ten phases. He recognized phases trom 1
to VII and jumped on to X omitting VI and IX .

Anati gives no reasons for his classification and dating of styles, and this
causes not only chronogical disorder, but also inter-stylistic confusion. This is
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the difference on the basis of ‘elegant and generalized shape, (Najd Hair Style);
and / rather elegant animal figures with body entirely or partially pecked , (Sam-
ma Style) is practically impossible. Simple morphological generalizations are
inadequate.

Anati’s dating is based on stylization but he does not provide any reason to
include one style in the hunting and Pastoral 11 and another in Hunting and Pas-
toral Il phase . We have no idea on what his dating is based. Neither does he
make any attempt to correlate his dating with the archaeology of the region.
Although in some cases his classification of phases is based upon superimposi-
tions, we still do not know how he classitied rock art into different chronologi-
cal phases; for example, the Preliterate Hunters and Pastoralists period has been
further divided into Late Middle 1,11, and 111, but he provides no evidence in sup-
port of his suggested phases and their dating. The dubiousness of classification
and dating remains constant throughout his books and it never becomes clear on
what basis the Middle Hunting Pastoral 11 is the oldest and how he has dated
this or other sub-phases.

According to Anati “each style has its own figurative repertoire, its own
approach to scenes and compositions”. He further adds. “cultural ditferences
shown from different styles seem to indicate that, in many cases, stylistic differ-
ences may represent the presence of different human groups™ (1972:30). Anati
has emphasized cultural differences represented through different styles but he
did not discuss these differences. neither did he mention the elements of tradi-
tions of beliefs associated with these cultures, An example of confusion genera-
ted is that some female representations which show common traits and which
are depicted in identical style are nevertheless differently dated. One of them
f1g._32 (P1.36) is included in the ‘Long Haired People Style’ (500-1,200 B.C.).
the other (fig. 33 P1.36) is included in the ‘Islamic Period’ (after 622 A.D.) .

A style is defined as distinguishing recognizable traits/features in a work of
art. A style is, therefore, an important element in a work of art which helps to
differentiate the work of a specific artist in the same or different cultural periods.
Each style may therefore represents the work of a specific artist, group or social
or cultural community. Thus the figures in style “A’ cannot be part of, say, style
"B’or in other words figures of Anati’s Kaukab Style cannot be included in his
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Anati did not visit the sites himself, and his studies were wholly based on the
photographs supplied to him by the Philby - Ryckmans - Lappens expedition of
1951-52. Anati’s method was to divide the rock art of Central Arabia into the
following highly generalized and flexible periods :

Islamic: After 622 A.D.

Literate: 650 AD. - 1.000 A.D
[Late Hunting and Pastoral: 500 - 1.200 B.C.
Middle Hunting and Pastoral | 1.000 - 2.000 B.C.
Middte Hunting and Pastoral 11 2,000 - 3.000 B.C.
Middle Hunting and Pastoral il 3,000 - 4.000 B.C.
Early Hunting and Pastoral: 4,000 - 6.000 B.C.
Earty Hunters: Before 6.000 B.C

Anati (1968:160)

Anati recognized 35 styles and accommodated them in the above classifica-
tion. However. his classification of styles appears ambiguous. It is heavily de-
pendent upon the shape and outlines of figures, the size. the characteristics of
‘pecking’ used to produce the figure, rather than the decoration or modification
of traits, an approach that is both uncertian and equivocal. For cxample, he says
that “Shaib Style is characterized by large animal figures with {requently unfi-
nished bodies while the horns, the head and the line of the back are marked with
particular care. The pecking in the style is loose and superfacial and creates a
special texture on the surface™ (1972:74). While the Najd Hair Style “is charac-
terized by small. outlined animals of elegant and generalized shape” (1970:136).
The definition for the Samma Style suggests “rather elegant animal figures with
the body entirely or partially pecked and with a contour line deeper than the sur-
face pecking. Sometimes only part of the body may be pecked with a portion of
the surface left bare. The size of the animal is relatively small” (1972:104)
While Anati's definition of styles has the advantage of being simple, it does not
reflect the complexity of the material under discussion. As scales are also not
used in the photographs it is almost impossible to know the actual size ol a
representation. and therefore. size relative to other figures, and how the depth ot
pecking could be discriminated just from the photographs. Thus to distinguish



A CRITICAL REVIEW OF ANATI’S BOOKS ON
‘THE ROCK ART OF CENTRAL ARABIA’

Dr. Majeed Khan Hasan Khan

As a result of the Comprehensive Archaeological Survey Program of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, conducted under the auspices of the Department of
Antiquities and Museums, a large number of rock art sites were recorded. Brief
reports on these sites have been published in Atlal, the Journal of Saudi Arabian
Archaeology (1976-93). The reports published in Atlal are based on the classifi-
cation and chronology devised by Anati (Zarins et al 1981: Ingraham et al
1982). Except for the work of Anati (1968,1972,1974) little has been published
on the rock art of the Arabian Peninsula. Articles have been published by Cour-
tenay-Thomson (1975) on Hanakya; Clark (1979) on Jubbah, Howe (1950) on
Hejaz; and several other brief reports on the rock art of Arabia (Zarins
1980,1982 and 1985), using the same dating and analytical scheme which Anati
adopted for the “Central” Arabian rock art.*

Horsefeld et al (1983) were the first to publish on the rock art of the northern re-
gion. and they wrote in detail about the site of Kilwa which was, at that time,
Jordanian territory. But so far no further detailed or analytical studies have been
carried out on this subject .

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, when archaeological investigations started
on a large scale in the more remote areas of Saudi Arabia, archaeologists either
did not take account of rock art sites, or they were poorly recorded or photo-
graphed. Often, only those sites that were accessible, or strikingly depicted, were
recorded.Instead, archaeologists focused their attention on collecting traditional
artefacts, like pottery and stone tools, etc. And even when rock carvings and in-
scriptions were associated, all too often the epigraphists ignored the carvings.
Rock art of Saudi Arabia remained in obscurity.

* Basically Anati’s sites are located in southern and southwestern Arabia. In such a situation Anati’s
pioneering work (1968) on the rock art of so called Central Arabia. was theretore, warmly applauded
and his classification of styles and dating were adopted by all later workers. Material from other re-
gions ol Arabia was also dated and classified with reference to Anati’s work (e.g. Zarins et al 1981),
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1 - God forgive

2 - Tawag Bin |

3 - For Haitham Amin

Text No. 28 - Site No. 217/124 (PL31)

S Al Nasla /Al Ulya

| - Tawg truely believes in God.

Text No. 29 - Site No. 217/127 (PL.31)

S Bilal area / Najran

| R May God not keep him away any longer a.

7. As the beloved is always remembered in his absence.
3 - Peace be upon Mohammad.

Text No. 30 - Site No. 217/128 (PL32)
S Al Fawari / Najran

| - May God owner of al - Maraj "and the throne grant forgiveness "
2 - For Pavid 's sins whatever

3 - And reward whoever said Ameen.

4 - From among all people

Text No. 31 - Site No. 217/168 (PL 32}
S Al Ukhdoud / Najran

| - Abdullah believes

2 - In God the Almighty

3_ Peace be upon Mohammad., the prophet.

4 - And granted him pardon and thus wrote Mohammad Bin
5 - Al - Nudr al - Farist in the year

6 - Ninety and a hundred

Text No. 32 - Site No. 217/126 (PL32)
S Al Markab / Najran

I - Al Hussein Bin Gafar
7. Declared that God is an Absolute reality.
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two Nabataean inscriptions were discovered. This could be attributed to the fact
that " Anbat " were far from Najran area. The inscriptions are of minor impor-
tance because they were quite short.

Text No. 25 - Site No. 217/118 (PL 30)
S Jabal Al Kawkab / Najran

mn h n t
Text No. 26 - Site No. 217/ 118 (PL 30)

S Jabal Al Kawkab / Najran
k' y rshtf

Many Kufic inscriptions were discovered in Najran area. The most important
location is in Bilal and Al - Markib areas close to the city of Najran. The most
important inscription discovered in " Nasla Al Uliya " was a kufic inscription
beside which was "Musnad al - Janubi ". The two nscriptions carry the same
name of the person ( Targ Bin Al Haitham ). Tt rarely happens that we find a Ku-
fie and south Musnad inscription side by side and carrying the same meaning.
This means that writing, in al - Jahubi. Al - Musnad continued to a later age and
was used side by side with the Kufi inscription until the later to prevailed and
south Arabic disappeared gradually.

As for the other Kufie inscriptions these carry the names of persons and
illustrate their good deeds. Some inscriptions state the dates on which they were
written such as the inscription discovered at Al Ukhdoud was dated 190 A H.
that means it was written in the Abbssid pertod. It is worth mentioning here that
we  discovered in Najran a verse of poetry. Poetry verses are rarely inscribed
on rocks.

Text No. 27 - Site No. 217/124 (PL31)
S Al Nasla Al Ulyal / Najran

I - Tawg Bin Al Haitham
2- " " Mohammad
3 - Believes in Alla, his God

Najran - Al Nasla Al Ulya (217-124 S)
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in Riyadh (selection P 138)
Text No. 22 - Site No.217/114 (PL29)
S Jabal Kawkab / Najran

h f n The act of Hafan is to hold something in your palm with your fingers
tight together . It also indicates giving. The same word derivation " Hifna "
could mean " hole . Perhaps the meaning 1s that Zaid made a hole or inscrip-

ton.

7y d : A Proper Noun, It suggests growth or multiplying and Zaid and Yazeed

. Proper Noun indicating the verb in the future tense
Text No. 23 - Site No. 217/114 (PL29)

S Jabal Kawkab / Najran

4 m r n name of alocation (see selections P. 444 ).
...... m k .. Word is incomplete.

m 1k This was already explained in inscription. ( 19).

b h 1 The word means ask earnestly, 1t also means to release or let go or ne-
¢lect. ( Al Lisan Part 1 P. 279 ). It could also refer to the name of a iribe or a lo-

cation as in " Mobhil "

m b h 1 " Al Lisan " states that it is the name of " rope " pertaining o Ab-
dullahi 1bn Qatafan ( Al Lisan Part 1 P. 278,279 ).

Text No. 24 - Site No. 217/19 ( PL30)
S Jabal Kawkab / Najran
n s r m: The word ( Nsrm )

indicates the name of the front line flank of the army. See ( selections S 404 ). 1t

's a proper noun.
b n: means son of
t | m Proper Noun.

Najran area considered one of the very poor areas in Nabataean nscriptions as
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also suggests passing or order and this seems to be the meaning intended here,
that is SABHAN issued an order to Saad ( Al Lisan Part 2 P. 770).

s a d A Proper Noun as described in text no.6
Text No. 18 - Site No.217/ P.16 ( P1.28)

S Jabal Madmik / Najran Ali . It was interpreted in " Al Lisan " as a Proper
Name indicating honour and high prestige ( Al Lisan Part 2 P. 884 )

b n  Relates to the father. The word appeared frequently in Northern and
Southern ( Yemeni ) inscription, sce Sabai Encyclopedia P. 29.

anam Proper Noun

Text No.19 - Site No.217/165 (Pl 28 )

S Jabal Madmik / Najran

m | k " Al Lisan " takes it that Malik (King ) means lion

Malik is also a synonym to the name of God.

Al - Malik takes the masculine and feminine gender like Sultan.

Al - Malik is derived from Malik ( owner )

" Al - Lisan Part 2 P. 528 It seems in the inscription the letter meaning is intended.

th w b n This is a name of a dynasty and it appeared in the inscription of
Korbos 523 that was discovered in the town of Haram ( selections Part 2 P. 149 )

Text No. 20 - Site no. 217/165 (PL 28)

S Jabal Madmik / Najran

a 1 'y Proper Noun, see mnscription no. (18 )
b n means "son of "

h a n A proper Noun that appeared in Korbos engraving no. 315 that was
found in Riyadh ( Selections P. 138 ).

Text No. 21 - Site No. 217/114 ( Pl 29 )
S Jabal Kawkab / Najran

s ad m a proper Noun that appeared in Korbos engraving no. 315 that was found
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a s d . Awell known type of alion, the most daring of these animals ( Moheet
Al Moheet P. 8.).1t appeared quite often in Thamudic inscriptions.

Text No. 14 - Site No. 217/114
S Yadma / Najran
y n a m proper noun

s b a t Derived from " Saba " hence Sabean - a group of people who claim
they are followers of Noah ( peace be upon him ). The word describes someonc
who abandons one religion and adopts another. The word " Saba " could mean
came out upon or to expose (Al Lisam Part 2 P.399)

Text No. 15 - Site No. 217/114 (PL 27)
S Himma /Najran
w h b Means gave.

b h m t Itcould have been derived from generousity or abundance ( gave
senerously ).

Text No. 16 - Site No. 217 /119
S Wadi Haba / Najran

m n a t Itcould mean power or strength, protection to others and to himself
( Lisan Alarab ). The inscription of a huge human being supports the meaning
we endorse.

h m a | Itcould beaProper Noun.

Text No. 17 - Site No. 217/114

S Al Khishaiba /Najran

« b h n:s b h Anameof ahall withno roof.

The name appeared in a " Miheah inscription on a stone plate ( Mohammad
Ba Faqih and others / Selections ). The word carries the meaning of the East
(sunrise ) - The Sabai Encyclopedia.

It seems " SABAHT " a Proper Noun.

4 7 m The word conveys the meaning of intention or will to do something. It
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t 'y m Take the meaning of involved in love, it also suggests loss of will, it
also means elusive, in connection to land, the of deviation of the word could
mean disastarous and could mean wide as well ( Al Lisan Part | P, 342 )

k h i "AlLisan " describes Al - Kahal as the man who develops grey hair. In
" Al - Sihah " any man is over thirty and shows grey hair ( Al Lisan Part 2 P,
342 ). Khal was also the great Idol of the people of Al Fao as its name was fre-
quently mentioned in the inscriptions discovered at Al Fao.

( Al - Ansari Al Faw P.22)
Text No.9 - Site No. 217/144 (PL25a)
S Yadma - Al Ain/ Najran.

h s n  Charm as opposed to ugliness as Al Azhair said at " Charm " Is an at-
tribute to anything that is pleasing to look ( Al Lisan Part 1 638 ). It 15 used here
as a name,

Text No.10 - Site No. 217/145 (PL.25b)
S Yadma - Al Ain / Najran

t h a1l b t : Apropernoun - The name was repeated at Jabal Shibraq in
Adma area.

k h I seecomment on this on inscription no. " 8§ "
Text No. 11 - Site No. 217/143 (PL. 25¢)

S Yadma / Al Qalitha /Najran.

a b 1 t : Proper Noun

Text No. 12 - Site No. 217 /143 ( PL 26 )

S Yadma / Najran

k 'h t h a m: The man was " stained " in blood " A Khatham " is the lion
see ( Moheet Al Moheet P. 217, P. 218 ) Khatham according to the " Lisan " is
also a name of a mountain or a tribe ( Al Lisan Part 1 P. 793 ).

Text No. 13 - Site No. 217/136
S Yadma / Najran
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cave or assisted. However,we cannot take the word as a verb considering how 1t
relates to the rest of the text which indicates it 1s intended for a name and 1t
should be perhaps ~rafeed or Rafid as supported by the use of the letter indicat-
ing the feminine name as is used in the south Musnad ( See Arabic Language in
the Pre - Islamic time - Ahmed Hussein Sharaf al Din (P. 70 - 71 ).

Wahah Al A compound name from Wahab originally meaning "grant” or
"oift" and Al name of god ( 2).

Meaning ( Rafadat is the gift of god ).

( 1) Lisan Al Arab - Ibn Manzour - Volume # P. 8
( 2) Thamudic and Safaitic Tribes - Mahmoud Al Raswan P. 132

Text No. 6 - Site No. 217/163 (PL24a)
S Jibal Al Kawkab Najran.

m s a d (Name of a person that appears frequently in Thamudic inscription
derived from "gcood omen” the opposite of bad omen Al Lisan P. 146 ).

Text No.7 - Site No. 217/163 (PL24b)
S Jibal Al Kawkab Najran,

Kk h b a t Wedid not find any meaning tor the work in the dictionary but
We presume its a name of a woman.

w d d tlItisused to mean wished as in " Al Bagara Surat " in the Holy Qu-
ran. 1t could take the meaning of " seek affection " of (Moheet Al Moheet P. 633 ).

<« h | | t Nomeaning is given in the dictionary.

Text No. 8 - Site No. 217/156 (PL24c¢)

S Jibal Al Kawkab, Najran
s hrttymkhs

« h r t We could not find a meaning for the word but the scquence suggests

it could mean dcsert.
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It seems to be the name of a person b n means ibn
( SON OF)

(1) Arabic language in Pre -Islamic times ( Ahmed Hussein Sharaf al Din P. 69.)
a th ar
Athar

It is the name of an Idol - The name of this deity appeared in both South and
North Arabic Texts, Thamudic ( Bedouin ) and Lihyanite inscriptions. The name
of the deity Athar came in connection with the name of the detty Salam and with
Nuha and Ridwa in this inscription, the writer adopted it as a name for his father
and gave himself the parentship attributed to the god.

w d d

Wadd is derived from intimate feelings intimacy - love ( [ ). The origin of the
word might have been " Wud" dd ( 1 ) but the letter D "d" was repeated to em-
phasis the effect.

g h r A proper noun, perhaps a feminine name.
Meaning : ( Grah son of Athtar love Yahar )
The Fifth Text - Site No. 217/ 47
(5) TheText ( 12 MPOL X o 07)
Type of inscription - South Arabic Direction - from right to left.
Translation
AlWahab, f t d f r

(1) REF. From Thamudic and safatic Tribes - A comparative study, Mahmoud
Al Rawsan P. 174 P. 175 and P. 176.

(2) Mukhtar Al Qamous Al Tabhir Al Zawi P. 652.
Meaning: rfd ¢

Rafdat, we could not find it in Al Jamhara of Ibn Hazm or in Al Mihbar of
Ibn Habeeh and reference to the name of Rafdat. In Lisan Al Arab, Rafad was
interpreted as best omen and the derivation is Rafadahu, Yarfudahu, meaning



ATLAL 14 - PART- ll- Rock art survey 64

Type of inscription : Its letter came as a mixture of Bedouin and late Musnad
al - Janubi.

Direction ; From right to left.

Translation:
(3)mdsumkrhmrmnatbazlyga
Meaning : a ¢ v | | 8

Agil It appeared

in Al Hibir of Tbn Habeeb and also in AlJ amhara of Ibn Hazm (
Zabat . name of an animal wolf.

h r k m

Harakam, meaning moved : Brought him out of tranquility.

o=
—

Al Harik - Cut, using the sword
Asdam - pame of an animal and that is the lion.
Meaning : Agil killed the wolf. the tiger and the lion.

The most important aspect of these inscriptions is the names mentioned in
these texts. which is very common in south Arabic where it is used as masculine
singular(1).

We would like to point out that "M" appeared in two different shapes. It appea-
red in the second line in the shape of and.

We belicve it is used during that period in the form of the first shape if it
came in the middle of a word. If it came at the end it takes the shape : This is the
M that came into use in southern writing at a later period.

The Fourth Text - Site No. 217 /61
The Text (W9 oo ( +J 00 7)F

Type of Inscription : Bedouin (Thamudic)

Translation

(4)(1‘hyddwrthh a n b h r g)
g 1 h

o
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It is clear that the inscription is continued as evident from the illustrations,
However, We could not figure out the last word as there was another mscription
the letters of which over - lapped with the last word.

The Second Text - Site No. 217/ 64

2)TheText ( =L e (i o8 J 109
Type of Inscription : Musnad al - Janubi
Direction : - From right to left.

Translation (n b h s a n m m | s m }
Meaning: m s | m

Name of a person. This name appeared frequently in Ibn Habeebs book Al
mohbir and also in Al Gamhara for Ibn Hazm Al Andalusi (2).

Man Forbade - forbidding that is to deny someone some thing he wants to
have as contrary to " giving " (3 )

s h b n A proper Noun and it appeared as Sa houn (4 ) and perhaps the
"a" was the practice in South names where vowels are omitted from names or
pronouns. The name might have been Saha or Suhaih. As for the "N" it was
customary to end Arab names in "n" and particular in the south such as Malkan

Malik or King, Kahaban , Zahab, Bait, Horse ( 5).

Note : { The illustration does not show the complete engraving and We de-
pended on our own registration).

(1) Al Mohbir - Ibu Habeeb - P. 479 ( Also this appeared in many other pages
of the same reference).

(2 ) Jamharat Ausab Al Arab - Ibu Hozm P. 343,

(3) Jamharat Ansab Al Arub previous reference P. 414

(4) Arabic language in Pre - Islamic Times - Ahmed Hussein Sharaf al Din P. 82

The Third Text - Site No. 217/ 62
TheText  + A 24,9 40

MY 8) M
£ 4N

3
[s)
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The Thamudic (Bedouin) writing found in South Arabia is not different from
that found in the north of the Kingdom. The technique is the same and the no-
tions are similar.

An observation on Al-Musnad inscriptions of later period is the appearance of
the letter M (5Q) in & manner unusual to the accepted practice. Despite the many
texts, only a few of them arc meaningful, most of them are simple names ol peo-
ple such as ( Sadam. Hamlat, Rafdat, Mardas, Sada, Sahban. Awthat and the
composite names Wahal and Rad Al').

Also names of deities are mentioned such as the Prime deity Khal, god of the
south. However. as for the word Wadad that was previously unknown as rain
god for the Semites is revealed tn many texts.

It is not suprising that we found several Musnad Al- Janubi inscription as the
area is in close proximity to the old Kingdoms such as Sabai, Qityiyah and Hu-
myariyah, There is also evidence that these Kingdoms used south Arabic. Cont-
mas were also used in most of these inscriptions and in some cases were seen
heside illustrations of animals.

We shall here discuss and try to analyze some of the inscriptions discovered
during this season.

The First Text - Site No. 217/ 64
The Text

Type of inscriptions : - ( Thamudic ) Bedouin Direction : From right to left.

Translation : (-----XMN0'Y & @%o 1% % X% 1 1X)
(1) (1bbhwmtaltxtwtnsh)

Meaning :
« h o0 t shanat. We could not find in the dictionary available to me any
reference to the meaning of shanat.

However, We tend to believe that what is meant here is " Year " or morc ¢or-

1

rectly it was used as time reference i.e "when "
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6 86 Shuah Yaran 18 Najran
7 217 - 168 Al - Ukhdoud 18 " "
Total 188 texts

The above sites represent more than half of Kufic texts registered in this sea-
son. As for the dated inscriptions, an inscription is located at Al Sawada moun-
tains (217 - 615 ) dated 444 H, in Al- Ukhdoud ( site no. 217 - 168 ) a text dat-
cd 190 AH was found. Also at Shuab Yaran (217 -865)- 1171 AH. and at
Habna 1333 A.H. are located.

These 1nscriptions reflect in general the literacy standard reached by the old
dwellers of the region. These also show the diversity of these inscriptions and
their gradual development from the old to the modern system of writing,

Though we pointed out earlier that different types of inscriptions are found in
the area, still some other inscriptions are not found such as lihyanyte and Safatic
that existed in the northern part of the Kingdom. It is worth noting here that the
Thamudic ( Bedouin ) inscriptions are considered older than the south Musnad
(Khan 1993 ).

This is contrary to the previous concept that the Thamudic (Bedouin ) has de-
veloped from south Arabic. Qur view is based on the close examination and
thorough scrutiny of many of the Thamudic (Bedouin) and south " Arabic texts,
on a number of ocassions, we found on the same rock several “Thamudic ( Bed-
ouin ) and South Arabic writings and even sometimes the Kufie writing, all on
the same surface of the rock. We also find that the Thamudic (Bedouin) script
quite often darker in patina which indicates the older dates than the adjacent in-
scriptions in contrast. Sometimes we found the Kufie and Al Musnad inscrip-
tions side by side on the same rock in the same colour. This naturally suggests
the continuous use of the Thamudic (Bedouin) and Musnad Al Janubi in the lat-
er periods. Another phenomenon is Al Musnad inscriptions on the top of the
Thamudic (Bedouin) writing thus emphasizing the oldness of the Thamudic
(Bedouin) inscriptions.
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We find that eleven sites contains about half of the total number ol Bedouin
INSCriptions.

The Musnad al Janubi inscriptions come next to Bedouin (Thamudic) in this
area. 2775 texts were registered from various sites, the most important of which
are as follows

Serial Site No. Name Area Number of Region

No. Texts

I 217 - 47 Wadi Nagha 474 (exts Tathlith

2 217 - o4 Al - Sada 380 '

3 217 - 119 Wadi Haba 32" Najran

4 217 - 116 Jibal Kawkab RS B I !

5 217 - 45 Jibal Mirain 148 " Tathlith

6 217 - 114 Jibal Kawkab 137 " Najran

7 217 - 123 Nazeem P4 " )

8 217 - 1 Al - Faw ( Girba) g6 " Al Faw

9 217 - 115 Jibal Al - Kawkab 77 " Najran

10 217 - 100 An Al- Jamal 63 " ’
Total 2102  texts

It is noticed that more than two thousand inscriptions are located at ten sites
only.

The Kufic inscriptions are very few in this area, only (328 ) texts were found
most of which were undated. Important Kufic inscription sites arc as follows :

Serial Site No. Name Area Number of Region
No Texts

! 217 - 127 Fari Bilal 49 texts Najran

2 %}; - 21{ Al - Kharban 370" Al Nimas

i - Sadg 28 " athh

3 517 - 88 Al S.ldl 8 ” Tll-hlllh

4 217 - 47 Al - Zirwa 20 Najran

5 217 - 86 Wadi Nagha (g " Tathlith
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Jabal Al Niam (217 - 131 S ) in Eastern Alman took the first place with (311)
images, next comes site ( 217 - 108 S ), then Jibal Thagar ( 217 - 139 S ) stands
m the third place and at the bottom of the list comes An Hamal (217 - 100)
with the total of 87 figures.

It is interesting to note that there are two major areas of rock art sites in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia both of which are located in the big desert sectors.
The first region is located around Nafud desert at its north, south and west and is
characterized by having sand stone rocks which are excellent for carvings. The
second area is located around Ruba al - Khali desert between Tuwaiq mountains
( Al Arid ) east,Surat West in Bisha and Tathlith and N ajran region. The rocks in
this area are soft and sandstone type.

INSCRIPTIONS:

6722 inscription are located during this season. These consist of (BEDOUIN)
Thamudic and Sabaean with a few Kufic. Only three Nabataean inscriptions
could be registered.

The inscriptions took the first place totalling ( 3161 texts ). The most impor-
tant inscription sites according to the number of texts are as follows -

Serial Site No. Name Area Number of Area

No. Texts

] 217 - 67 Wadi Al - Niam 263 texts Tathlith

2 217 - 139 Jibal Thagar 227 " Najran

3 217 - 140 Al - Mismah 198 " "

4 217 - 70 Shuailh Al - Magli 149 " Tathlith

5 217 - 129 Jabal Umrigabah 134 " Najran

6 217 - 150 Almisageer 103 " "

7 217 - 78 Al - Khanig 101 " Tathlith

8 217 - 131 Jabal An Al - Niam 93 " Najran
Total 1268 "

9 217 - 75 Al - Khanig 90 " Tathlith

10 217 - 57 Al - Khanig 86 " "

11 217 - 153 Jabal Awsat 83 " Najran

Total 1527

L e e 8 e e
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Serial Site No. Name Human Cows Camels  Other
no. Area Figures Animals
1 217 - 475 Wadi Nagha 38 6 46 42
2 217 - 675 Wadi Niaam 47 7 1O 52
3 217 - 855 Khashm alam 3 - 38 52
4 217 - 100 An Hamal 27 5 17 38
5 217 - 101 Zabah 25 1 29 58
6 217 - 107 Al -sama - 8 34 08
7 217 - 108 Al -sama 63 32 105 101
8 217 - 112 Al-Najd suha 41 - 12 113
9 217 - 113 Wadi Al Kharg 27 3 3: 51
10 217 - 119 Wadi Haba 30 3 65 59
11 217 - 123 Al- Nazeem 22 5 50 22
[2 217 - 129 Jabal Um Rigaibah 20 2 35 49
13 217 - 130 Jahal Al- Alman 21 3 39 67
14 217 - 131 Jabal an Al- Niam 54 8 109 140
15 217 - 133 Jabal an Al - Niam 26 4 28 67
6 217 - 127 Zamzam 22 2 3 79
17 217 - 139 Jibal Thagar 72 12 61 48
18 217 - 140 Misma 26 - 30 52
19 217 - 142 Jibal Alman 15 3 41 87
20 217 - 146 Shibrag 37 3 24 35
21 217 - 152 Jabal Nasit 29 8 14 52
22 217 - 157 Jibal Kawkab 32 16 24 56
23 217 - 165 Jabal Wiraik 20 - 42 48
Total 3192

These 23 sites are considered as the most important locations of rock art de-
pictions which present half of the total number of figures registered during this

season.
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rock art panel. Scenes of people involved in ritual dances, or in fighting are
more common at Jebel Kaukab and Jebel Qara area than elsewhere in the region.
Females are usually shown with their arms upraised and males are usually
shown with spears and shields in their arms. Females with half raised arms, nar-
row waists, triangular torso are usually depicted on prominent places and on hill
tops, which suggest as if these were representations of deities ( Khan 1993 ). At
the sites of Shasa in Qara area on the top of a high hill a couple is depicted in
standing postures on which full realistic sexual details are indicated.

Horse riders holding long spears are shown in fighting scenes as well as hunt-
ing ostriches or ibexes.

The total assemblege of human and animal representations during this year
reached 6415 with camel figures amounting to 1863, then men and women fig-
ures 1294,

Ostriches, deers, gazzelles,horses, dogs, lions and other figures are relatively
smaller but well represented in the region.

On almost all sites inscriptions are also located superimposed on earlier
human and animal figures.

The area around Jebel al-Kaukab and Jebel al-Qara northeast of N ajran is the
richest rock art region in the entire southern and southwestern Saudi Arabria.
Hundred and thousands of petroglyphs and inscriptions are located in the area.
Emmanual Anati of Italy wrote four books on the rock art of this regions with
the help of photographs provided to him by Ryckman, Dayton and Philby expe-
dition. He himself never visited the area. He made several errors in his dating
and classifications of styles ( Khan 1993 ) either due to non availability of the
full materials or may be he worked on some selected material. Tt is why, while
we found most of the Oval Headed People superimposed on inscriptions, Anati
on the basis of a few photographs dated them 1st or 2nd millenjium B.C. similar-
ly. we noticed several other errors in his classifications of styles and dating
(Khan 1993). The rock art assemblege in the area is far more than what Anati
thought.

There 1s however, big diversity both in rock assemblege and rock art compo-
sitions in the Najran area and that of Northern Saudi Arabiz.
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darkly coloured granite rocks as well as red coloured sandstone soft rocks con-
tain huge number of petroglyphs and inscriptions. The important archaeological
site of al - Fao is located near al - Tuwaiq hill range which consist of calcarious
and limestone rocks. Some sandstone rocks in the area also contain rock art and
inscriptions.

ROCK ART:

This season we covered the region which is one of the richest rock art and 1n-
scription area in Saudi Arabia. 126 sites were registered during this season most
of which are located in Najran area (86 sites ), Tathlith area contains 35 sites:
Al-Fao contains only 2 sites and the highlands of Nimas 3 sites.

Camel outnumber in animal representations, then comes the number of cattle,
deer and ostriches. What is interesting is the large number of female represen-
tations which is contrary to the northern region of the Kingdom where female
figures are extremely rare ( Khan 1993 ). Ostrich representations are more fre-
quently located which are depicted in large size and with realistic physical de-
tails.

Artists paid more attention towards representing naturalistic physical detatls
of ostrich and most of them are shown in motion as if running. This dynamic
representation of ostriches is unique of the region.

Cattle figures are also frequent, shown in large size, sometimes as domesti-
cated animal with short horns sometimes as wild animal being hunted and spears
or arrows piercing their bodies.

With the exception of a few drawings located at Wadi Nagha,Shasa, Umm
Rigaibah mountains and Shagar in al - Kaukab area almost all sites are of more
recent period, very few superimpositions and overlapping is noted however,
rocks having several superimpositions also suggest a morce recent date.

Most of the important rock art sites with high concentration of petroglyphs
are found near water reservoirs, springs. wells or rain water ponds. The sites of
Galatat a Shiab. al - Waheed and Sawadha are major sites with water still availa-
ble in the form of rain water reservoir or wells.

Large compositions of male, female and other figures are found on certain
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This report consists of the second visit to the southwestern region of the King-
dom for the purpose of rock art and epigraphic survey. During the first visit
( 1410 AH/1989 AD ) the area between Bisha and Taif was investigated.

During this season the survey was focused on the area between N ajran to Wadi
al Dawasir. The mountain ranges running from Tathlith to Wadi al-Dawasir and
onward to Najran and bordering the area of Rub al Khali were thoroughly investi-
gated. The major sites were located on small rocks scattered in the plains and Wa-
dis and east of the Surat mountains.

Although the area was previously surveyed by the team of the Department of
Antiquities and Museums during the comprehensive archaeological survey(1979 -
1989), but no proper attention was paid to the rock art and inscription sites of
the region and hence it was deemed necessary to visit the area and record the
neglected rock art and inscription sites.

We had the opportunity to track the sites mentioned by Philby - Dayton -
Ryckman 's expedition and some of which were studied by Professor Ernmanuel
Anati (1976, P. 79).

The Tathlith valley which is part of Wadi al Dawasir runs from the eastern
mountain foot of Surat mountains and enters in Wadi al Dawasir ending in Rub
Al Khali proved to be an important rock art area. Several sites are located from
this area. The major rock art sites are located in the area of al Qahr mountains,
al- Sawadha and Al - Wajeed mountains and in Wadi al-Ulman area .

The sandstone rocks, availability of water and rock shelters made this area at-
tractive for the old populations and suitable for rock carvings. The hard and
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DESCRIPTION OF DISCOVERED MATERIALS
Fig. 5 Layer 4.

I. Green paste, burnished on the internal and external surfaces with decoration
on the main body , straw and stone fragments, poor firing, wheel made, part
of a rim and body.

2. Green paste burnished internal and external surface, straw and stone frag-
ments, poor firing, wheel made part of a rim and body.

3. Red Paste , burnished on the internal and external parts, fragments of lime
stone on the internal and external parts, straw ash, wheel made, part of a
body.

Fig. 6 Layer 4

I' Red paste burnished on the internal and external surfaces. lime stone frag-
ments on the internal and external surfaces, straw, poor firing, wheel made,
body part.

2. Part of a soap stone, grey in colour, marks of chisel on the internal surface
with holes on the main body.

Fig. 7 The surface

I. A paste of yellowish colour, burnished on the internal and external surfaces,
straw, gradual incision on the edge, firing, wheel made, part of an edge and
body.

2. Red paste slightly orange in color, burnishing on the internal and external sur-
faces bright red painting on the internal and external sides, straw, poor fir-
ing, wheel made, part of an edge and body.

3. Light brown paste, slightly redish, tar or black paint on the internal and
external surfaces , straw, poor firing wheel made, part of on edge and body.

4. Yellowish paste, green incisling on the internal and external surfaces strain,
good firing, wheel made, parts of an edge and body.

Fig. 8 The surface.
I. Yellowish paste, straw, medium firing, wheel made, a part of a rim and body.
2. Yellow paste, straw, medium firing, wheel made, a part of a rim and body.

3. A piece of green translucent glass, part of a base and body.
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found on a number of Islamic sites in the Qasis.
CONCLUSION

Based on the above finds this site could be attributed to the Pre-lslamic
period. As for its continuity in the early Islamic period, this is a matter that we
really doubt as the archaeological material, that could be dated to the Islamic
age, is manifested 1n the soap stone and glass utensils. The same material could
also be dated from the period preceding Islam as it does not carry any Islamic
characteristics. And even if the site continued during the islamic periods, it is al-
most certain that it must have been abandoned during the third Hijri centu-
ry. This site was continuously inhabited for a long time as it is indicated in the
different type of artifacts located in different chronological layers. However,
there still remain some questions regarding the site that have no answers at the
present. When was the site inhabited? And when was it abandoned? And for
how long did it remain inhabited” What is its old name? How it is related chron-
ologically with the rest of the sites in Kharj Oasis? No doubt finding answers for
these queries require field activities and conducting specialized studies on many
aspects of the archaeological arca and the materials discovered on the site i par-
ticular, an endeavour that we hope shall be commenced in the near future.
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The ditference is in the colour of the fired pottery that could be attributed to dif-
ferent ways of firing. This tendency is supported by the fact that they were dis-
covered in the same place of the excavation. They both seem to be the product
of a local industry and it is quite improbable that they were brought from else-
where.

The soap stone appears in a grey color without the ornamental elements that
are normally seen in the ancient archaeological materials of this type such as
those of Tarout site in the Eastern Region (8). The soap stone utensils are abun-
dantly found in the Arabian Peninsula and these go back to various periods of
time as those of Thaj in the Eastern Region and the Islamic site at al- Mabiyat in
Al-Ula (10). And due to the continuity of soap stone industry and lack of charac-
terizing decorations on the existing fragments, it is preferable to consider dating
through other accompanying archaeological materials which are apparently of
an old date on this site.

We are inclined to date this site as a Pre Islamic as we find in the excavated
archacological material that red pottery goes back to the Pre - Islamic pertod and
may pass on to an early Islamic period. In addirion to the archaeological materi-
als collected from the surface of the site supports for pre - Islamic dating - the
material include: rims that are decorated with incision which is a technique of
decoration used in pottery prior to Islam in the South of the Arabian Peninsula
(11) (ii) A quantity of slipped pottery from the site of Bin Humeid in Yemen
dated to the Pre Islamic period. (12) (iii)-some pottery is painted with tar, the
similar to which was discovered in western Najed and that was dated to the pre
Islamic period. (iv) -The incised pottery with green colour and shapes are simi-
lar to those found at Failaka dated to the Farthiyah period (14).

(v)- Also located utensils of yellowish paste in shapes similar to those of Ekh-
minic and Farthiyah periods,(vi) - There were some glass pieces the technique of
which betrays the signs of an old product.

These finds confirms the absence of any material that could be exclusively
dated to the Islamic period. For example, we did not discover the incised Abba-
side pottery or the Fatimite pottery or the Porcelain or glass bracelets which are
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL DISCOVERED

A number ot artifacts were discovered in the south western corner of the
layer (layer 4) . The items discovered consist of pottery sherds of two pots. It is
probable that the pots were left on the floor and consequently broken when the
roof collapsed. We believe that these sherds were lying in their original place
and so we are of the opinion that they existed side by side with the Tast dwellers
of the room.

The discovered pottery is of two types. The first is made of red porous paste
that tends to be pinkish in colour mixed with fragments of small lime stones
( PL 21). This type is characterized by the fact that it is very fragile and could be
readily smashed by bare hand and it also shows signs of having been burnished
on the internal and external side. This type was made by wheel.

Based on the above characteristics. this type of pottery seems to be similar to
the type of pottery that was discovered on a number of sites in Kharj Qasis and
which was described as red pottery with particles of lime stone. This type of pot-
tery date back to the pre-Islamic era and its continuity during the Islamic period
was not ruled out (5) However. the archacological work supports the tendency
that its date goes back prior to Islam as it was discovered in an excavation in
1978 at site 207-24 in Kharj Oasis and was dated to the Hellenistic period. Liza
Hausestad studied in her Doctorate thesis a type similar to this pottery which she
called Arabian Red Ware, which she attributed to the Hellenistic period. Her dat-
ing was based on the results of the Danish Mission excavation of a Hellenistic site
of Failaka Island in Kawait.

it seems from her report that this type of pottery was wide spread on a number
of sites in the East of the Arabian Peninsula. (7).

The second tvpe is that of green porous paste with many fragments of yellow
and black pebbles that are very fragile with traces of burnishing in the internal
and external surfaces ( PL. 22 and 23 ). It was also made ol wheel.

The green pottery was discovered on a number of sites in Kharj Oasis but it
was not described as being soft as was the case with the pottery of this site .

The two types resemble one another in respect to workmanship and technique.
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interpreted through the assumption that the room remained intact after it was
abandoned. Some dirt and light materials were brought by the wind into the
room later, its roof, made of wood, tree branches and mud collapsed and the de-
bris of the mud layer mixed with other decomposed organic material formed a
mass of what is seen now. (layer 4).

The upper parts of the wall fallen down as it was not supported by anything,
hence forming a thick mass of debris (layer 3). The thickness of this layer may
suggest the presence of a second floor or a coating for the first floor. The room
remained intact even after the roof and the upper parts of its walls were collapse,
exposed to the wind carrying in sands and hence forming a sand accumulation
(layer 2) that protected the remaining of walls from falling. On this, was formed
the top surface layer (layer) consisting of sand, mud and fragments of bones and
pottery. The aforementioned layers prevail between the room floor and the
remains of its walls ( Pl. 18b ).This makes us to believe that the archaeological
material discovered in these walls goes back to a time when the room was aban-
doned, except for the material discovered on the floor (layer 5).



ATLAL 14 - PART - 1 - A preliminary report of the excavation at Hazem 44

remains, one is justified to say that the site represents a dwelling place covering
an area of | square km. ( PL. 18a)

Excavated Area.

An area surrounded by four walls, the upper portion of which can be seen was
selected for excavation,( PL. 18b }. The area measuring 3m.x 2.8m.. The method
of layers tracking was adopted in digging. The surface layer was first removed,
(layer 1) which was made up of sand, and mud decomposed from the walls
besides small broken stones and some fragments of bones and pottery ( Pl.19a
and b ). After about 20 ¢cm. digging, a smooth red sand layer was seen (Layer 2).
This layer shows no evidence of human existence during its formation . Digging
of this layer varied in depth from one side to the other. Big picces of plaster of
the walls were seen . After removing this side, we came across mud (layer 4)
that was mixed with organic materials due to collapsing of the roof. At a depth
of approximately 2 meters , the room’s floor started to appear (layer 5). This
floor was paved. and levelled mud with plaster most of which has been eroded.

The internal parts of the discovered walls and the upper side of the tloor
represent the architectural elements in the trench. The material discovered  indi-
cate that the constructional substance consist of sun dried grey mud bricks
mixed with straw and small stones for reinforcement. It is noticeable that some
walls are thicker than the others.( PL20a and b). The walls arc noticeably
straight in shape and plastered with mud. The floor was also plastered with a
thin, layer of mud.The said elements do not show any signs of additions or mod-
ifications thus indicating that they belong to the same time period. The walls are
quite close to one another and the floor shows complete synchronization with
the walls. Thus it seems that all was constructed at the same time .

LAYERS FORMATION

It is not possible to conclude from the layers formation in the trench that there
was more than one period of occupations. This becomes evident when one looks
4t the architecural remains and the archaeological layers that belong to the same
rime. Besides the fact that, as mentioned earlier, architectural construction is also
contemporary (o the other cultural remains ( Pl. 19a ). The above notion could be



A PRELIMINARY REPORT OF AN EXCAVATION AT HAZEM
AGILA IN AL-KHARJ OASIS/CENTRAL REGION OF SAUDI ARABIA

Dr. Abdul Aziz Bin Saud Alghazi
Introduction:

Due to limited information and unavailability of written material, on site
“207- 26" located at Al Kharj Oasis and the fact that the archaeological evidence
may not be available in the future, we prepared this report with the hope that it
shall be a starting point for those who may, at a later date, engage in some ar-
chaeological activity on this site.

The report includes the introduction of the site, a description of the excavation
and an analysis of the layers. The discovered archaeological material from the
excavation is also presented. It is described and compared with available mate-
rials in an attempt to determine the general time span of the site.

Site “207" - 26 * is located in Al Kharj Oasis, a few kilometers to the east of
site “207-30".The site is known locally as “Hazem Agila * and was assigned the
number “207-26" in the records of the Department of Antiquities and Museums,
Saudi Arabia.

The name of the site consists of two words: The first word is Hazem that
means high and rough land (1), the second word which is Agila means either a
well with shallow water (2) or the tribe of Aguila, a branch of Singarah from
Shamar (3) . Thus it seems to be a modern name for the site.

The site was among those registered by the Department of Antiquities and
Museums in 1978. However no description of the site or its archaeological mate-
rials was mentioned (4) in the report published in relation to this survey. In
1988, we conducted an archaeological work which provided preliminary data on
the site.

It is not possible to give an exact estimation of the area of the site as it had
been subjected to some destruction. There is also a fault in the earth of about
four meters including a big crack to the north, east and west of the site. In addi-
tion to this it had been splitted by a asphalt road into two parts. However, despite
all this and considering the presence of scattered debris of pottery and walls
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The bedrock of the square appeared at a depth of 1.15m. from the southeast-
ern angle, it is rather a red sand ground mixed up with some small grit of stones.
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nomenon no.( I ) and its width undetermined, where rest of it still under the
western side of the square. The visible part of it had width 55cm., it is composed
of three courses each course composed of two rows of white sand stones of dif-
ferent sizes, joined with clay mortar. The top of this wall is made of stones lo-
cated at the middle of the wall.

The bed rock of the square here with appeared at a depth of 1.11m. at the
southeastern angle, it is rocky crusty of yellow color.

SQUARE KH 1/23

After completing the digging works at the square, the following phenomena
appeared :

PHENOMENON NO. (1)

[t represents a wall appeared at the square surface extending from the south-
ern side of the square to the north a distance of 1.60m. from the southwestern
angle towards east with a length of 3.10m. refracted at a right an gle towards east
with a length of 72cm., then again turned at right angle towards north and con-
tinued at a length of 1 m till the northern side of the square, it is 25¢m. from the
northeastern angle, its width range between 65cm. to 75cm. approximately and
height Tm. to 1.15m. This wall composed of one course forming two rows of ir-
regular shape and size stone on its top, and it was also made in irregular way. It's
height reached to Sem. approximately, This course followed by clay at a depth
ot 95¢m. till the bed rock of the square ?

PHENOMENON NO (2)

At a depth of 40 cm. and at a distance of 2.35 m. from the southern side of the
square towards north, appeared a wall vertical to Ph (1) and extending to west
direction at a length of 2m. till the western side of the square. It 1s made of
trimmed stones at one side, with clay mortar ( width reached 20cm., height 65
cm. approximately,) this wall continued to a length of 1.28m. towards west, then
the stones ceased, and appeared a clay block to the western side of the square at
a length of cm. and width of 25 ¢cm. and continue at the lower western side of
the square, probably it was an entrance.
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of the bed rock.

It is worth to be mentioned that this wall has an extension in both squares
23HI and 22KHI which are adjacent to this square from the castern side. and
which is probably the northern outer wall of the architectural unit.

Also at the corner where the wall refracted at right angle from outside towards
west, found some stones at the length of 40 cm. in size it may be support for the wall.

PH 2 The wall was found at the southeastern angle ( corner ) of the squarc
at a depth of 55cm. adjacent to the eastern edge extending towards north of the
rectangular shape 97cm. towards north and 42¢m. towards west.

It was made of three trimmed solid stones worked regularly extending under
the castern passage. perhaps it was a platform.

The bed rock appeared here with at a depth of 1.03m. at the southeastern cor-
ner. its yellow soil resembles the color of the area rock soil.

SQUARE 23H/1

After completing digging works at the square the following phenomena appeared.

PHENOMENON NO. (1)

It represents a wall beginning from the neighbouring square no. 22 kh / I at
the southeastern direction. and ends at square no. 23 G / 1 at the northwestern
direction at a length of 12m. The wall appeared at a depth of 6 cm. above the
ground surface, from western side of the square and at a distance of 90cm. from
the southeastern angle towards north, it extended to a length of 4.22m. in the
square towards southeastern direction and at a height of | m from the square
around, width ot 65¢cm., till reaching the southeastern square angle. It is made
of one course by two stone line each beside the other, irregular, most of its
stones were falling, the rest of the wall was made of mud.

This wall was perhaps the outside wall of the architectural unmit.
PHENOMENON (2)

A wall appeared at a depth of 40cm. at the northeastern angle of the square
extending towards south at a length of 2.55¢m. till it become vertical to phe-
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PHENOMENON (5)

It is a wall appeared at the surface, adjacent to end of wall no.( 4 ) at its north
eastern edge, 1t is also vertical to it, still its parts concealed inside the nothern
passage of the square which goes towards northeast, where only few stones
appeared.

PHENOMENON (6)

It is a pile of stones joined to the lower part of wall no.( 4 ) at the eastern side
and appeared at a depth of 63cm. and at a distance of 30cm. from the northern
side. Its height from the square ground is 50 cm. of rectangular shape ( 70x 60
cm.), may be representing a small support. Near this support found a group of
falling and scattering sand stones of different shapes and sizes, and it had been
photographed and removed.

[t is to be mentioned that the two walls no. ( 1), ( 2 ) along with the walls
existing in the nearby squares form a rectangular room ( 3x4cm. ). The orig-
inal bed soil of the square appeared at a depth of 1.22m. which was sandy
soft and red.

THE SQUARE 23 G
After completion of digging in this square appeared the following phenomena :

PH 1 : (wall ) Its stones become visible at the square surface before digging
at the eastern side, where it appeared to us clearly at a depth of 3 - 5 cm. from
the eastern side of the square, it is far from the southeastern corner by 1.36 m.
towards north, its thickness reached 65cm. and length 2.10m. extending for-
wards north west at a height of 1.05m. from the ground of the square, then turn-
ing at a right angle to south direction till south side of the square B at distance
of 2.10m. from the southeastern corner, it length reached 1.93m. thickness 65
cm. and height 1.07m..

The wall composed of one course at the surface, it had two rows of different
shapes and size of stones part of it solid and the other part soft, the course fol-
fowed by a strong mud pieces, perhaps it was sundried bricks extended at a
depth of 50cm. from the north side, then a soft clay and sand appeared at the end
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composed of six courses of clay mortar and the upper wall surface built of two
horizontal rows ol stones.

PHENOMENON (2)

it is a4 wall having an extension in the west near square T1 22, appeared from
the western side square surface and at a distance of 1.18 m. from the south east-
ern angle of the square extending towards cast at a length of 1.38m. ( width 65
em. and height 1m.) till joining the wall phenomenon no. ( 1) and become verti-
cal to it. Composed of seven courses from white sand stone but it 1s not clear at
northern side due to fall of some of its stones with clay mortar. where as is
southern side has regular wall.

PHENOMENON (3)

It is a small wall adjacent to the eastern end of the wall no. ( | ) appeared on
the surface depth extending towards east at a length of 85¢m. ( and a width ot 40
cm. and a height of 1.2m.). and it is at a distance of 1.15m. from the southern
block. The area which blocked between this wall and the southern block, where
appeared a moderate quantity of ashes. which suggests that its enclosure had been
used as a kitchen. But this wall was irrcgularly built at its northern side also 1t
sorthern courses were not clear. On the contrary to that on its southern side where
it was composed of seven courses of white sand stones built in regular order.

PHENOMENON (4 )

Itis a wall, appeared at the surface of the square joined to the wall no (27) atits
western end and became vertical to it extending towards northeast at a length of
2.70m. (and a width of 100cm. and a height of Im. ) till entering into northern
passage of the square at a distance of 1.6m. from the northeastern angle of the
square. This wall composed of white sand stones of different sizes made of eight
courses of irregular stones at its western side, extending to a length of 1.7m.
then ceased before the northern passage at about 70cm. leaving a regular open-
ing tull of clay and debris, it may be an entrance. With regard to the eastern side
of the wall it is composed of stone courses at its beginning which extend at a
length of 1.10m. then ceased, and the part completing the remainder ol the wall
was from mud and at a length of 1.5m..
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PH 3 At the southern side of the square, and at a depth of S5cm. and a distance
of 1.84m. from the south eastern angle of the square appeared a group of sandy
rectangular shaped stones 75x85 cm. decending till the bed rock at a depth of 85
cm., parallel to wall no. (1) composed of six courses of white sand stones of
different sizes, its present position suggest that it is a support, but its function
was not very clear, because the part of it still connected inside the southern pas-
sage ( block ). This group of stones and wall no.( 1) separated by group of
stones from the previous stage appearing on square ground.

THE FIRST RESIDENTIAL PHASE

PH 4 A sand stone wall appeared to us at the square bed rock and at a
depth of 60 cm and at a distance of 95cm. from the southeastern angle of the
square towards north, extending to southeast at a length of 1.65m. and a width of
64cm. and at a height of 18cm. till it joined the aformentioned support ph 3,
composed of only one course and two rows of sand stones on its top.

PH 5 Also appeared at same depth a group of stones at a distance of 22cm.
from the eastern edge of the square towards east and at a distance of 60cmL
from the northern edge extending towards southeast till joining the foundations
of the corner of the wall no. ( 3 ) at a length of 1.82m., group of stones joined to
this wall at its southern side scattering at the bed rock in the square shaped sur-
face 1.10m. x 1.10m. they were untrimmed stones used as a support or may be
falling stones.

The bed rock, appeared at a depth of about 85cm., it was soft sand.
SQUARE T 1 22

After completion of digging, appeared at this square the following phenomenon:
PHENOMENON (1)

A wall extending from the mid of the southern block of the square appeared at
the square surface and at a distance of 2.12m. from the south eastern side of the
square extending towards north at a length of 90cm. ( and a width of 70cm. and
a height of of Im. ) till joining wall phenomencn ( 2 ) and become vertical to it.

This wall is made of white sand stones of different sizes, irregular in shape
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from west to east, vertical to phenomenon no. (4 ) but we can't reached it as 1t
lies inside the southern passage of the square.

The bed soil of the square appeared at a depth of 1.06m. It1s sandy. soft and red.
SQUARE B 1/22

After the completion of the digging operation in the square, appeared the
tollowing :

PH 1 A wall emerged from the southern side of the square, it is an extension
for the wall existed in the nearby square at the southern side b 1/22. This wall
appeared to us at a depth of Sem. and at a distance of 70cm. from the south east-
ern angle of the square going north at a length of 1.65m. ( 65cm. width a height
90cm. ) till joining the wall no.( 2) at a distance of 50¢m. from the eastern end
of the square.

The wall composed of four courses of stones at the eastern side, irregular.
built out of white sand and stones of different shape and size.

For the western side. the courses of the wall are anclear. it is covered with debris.

PH 2 A wall emerged from the eastern side of the square which 1s an exten-
sion of the wall existing in the nearby square T 1/22. This waull appeared at
depth of 70 c¢m and at a distance of 1.45m. from the southeastern angle of the
square. Eastern angle of the square extending towards northwest at a length of
[ 3m. ( width of 100 cm. and height 55cm. in average }. It is composed of four
courses, built with white sand stones of difterent sizes and plastered with clay.

At its northern side appeared only three courses made in the same style and
followed in the southern side. This wall deflected at right angle towards north,
slightly tending east. extending at a length of 2.10m. ( width 105cm. and height
of 70cm.) till entering the northern block of the square at a distance of 98cm.
from the north castern angle, its foundation built of white sand stones, of differ-
ent shape and size near the bed rock topped by solid clay without bricks.

We would like to mention that this wall and the wall existing in the nearby
square, form a rectangular shaped room approximately (3m.x 4m.) which ap-
peared after removal of the passages located at its middle.
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width 65cm. and height 1.10m. ). The southern side has mud foundations up to a
height of 70cm. After that the wall has two courses white e height of 40 cm. clay
s use as mortar. The front of the northern wall built with the same material and in
same style.

PHENOMENON NO. (2) THE WALL

At a depth between 3-5cm. appeared wall no. 2 which lie vertical to the wall
ph ( 1) 1t goes to northeastern at a length of 2. 10m., ( 65¢m. width ). and [.15
height tiil entering the northern block of the square, at a distance of 90cm. from
the north western angle. The wall is built with medium size white sand stones,
composed of five courses erected side by side in a row.

PHENOMENON NO. (3) THE WALL

At the end of phenomenon ( 2 ) from south, there is wall no. ( 3 } placed verti-
cally to phenomenon no. { 2 ) and joined with it forming the two sides, the east-
crn and part of the southern side of one of the rooms, which we noted, remaining
stdes appeared in the nearby squares. The length of this phenomenon 50cm. and
its width 65cm. goes from east to west where it enter in the western passage It is
far from the south western corner of the square by 1.35m., and we noted its
extension inside the nearby square b 1/21.

The two tronts are made of medium sized white sand stones. The wall is com-
posed of five courses consisting of two rows of stones.

PHENOMENON NO. (4) THE WALL

At a depth of about 50cm. from the surface, and at the southwestern side of
the square, appeared a very solid mud layer, believed to be a wall going from
north to south at a length of 1.10m., which form an extension to wall no. (2),1ts
foundation built of two courses of stones, but we noted that the phenomenon en-
ter to the western passage, the matter which hinder us from determining its
width, or its fact so as to discover about parts of the western block.

PHENOMENON NO. (5) THE WALL

We noted that there were stones paved on cach other, its northern front ap-
peared at the southwest of the square, it is paved in good shape, where it goes



ATLAL 14 - PART -l - preliminary report on the excavation of al-Hijr 34

PHENOMENON NO ( 2).

It is a wall made of sand stones appeared on the square surface and composed
of three regular courses, going to north east till the northern block of the square,
it had an extension inside the square B 22 at the north. The width of the wall 1s
60 cm.. length 1.6 m. when entering northern block.

These walls ( 1), ( 2) with other walls in the nearby squares form a rectan-
gular shaped room ( 4x3m ).

PHENOMENON NO (3 ).

At a depth of about 30 cm appeared to us a wall composed of one course from
big sand stone going from the western square block to the east, 45cm. tar from
the southwestern square angle ( its width 76cm. and its length 2.75cm.), its
height 78cm. joining. at eastern angle with stones, vertical to it , it is believed
that it is remains of a wall still inside the southern block of the square.

THE FIRST RESIDENTIAL PHASE
PHENOMENON NO (4).

At a depth ot about 76 cm. and at a distance of 50cm. from the western block
towards east and at the square ground , appeared three rows of horizontal stones
cxtending from the lower part of the wall phenomenon no. ( 3 ), it goes to the
north, paralle! to the western block of the square, the length of these stones 1S
2.4m., width 70cm. covered by rectangular shaped stones of 110cm. length 18
cm. width, height {7¢m.. The bed rock of the square appeared at a depth of 1.5
m. at the south - eastern angle, it is a sandy red and soft soil.

SQUARE T 1/21

After the final discovery of all parts of the square, we are able to give detailed
pictures of the discovered phenomena :
PHENOMENON NO. (1) THE WALL

At a depth of 3-3cm. above the surface and from the eastern side of the square

and at a distance of 75cm. from the southeastern angle towards north, begin to
appear wall no.( 1 } which goes from east to north west, at 3. 05 length, (average
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PHENOMENON NO. 2

At a distance of ( 155cm. ) towards east from southeastern side of the square
appeared phenomenon no.( 2 ) which represent a wall built of bricks going from
south to northeast at a length of 320 cm. hence taking a slightly curved shape to
the west entering into the eastern square to about I.5m. and at a distance of 18
cm. from the northeastern corner the width of the wall about ( 65cm.). Also we
noted that this phenomenon is the only one till now which is of semi circle in
shape, and the wall was made of bricks arranged in two rows. Also we noted
that the wall foundation was composed of bricks laid on the virgin ground, and it
appear in good shape. We were unable to find the bricks in most of the remain-
der of the wall, which is merely a solid clay wall.

This wall appeared to us at a depth of (39cm.) its height from the ground ts 70
cim.

PHENOMENON NO. 3

At a depth of 30cm. there is a part of a wall emerging from the western side
and at a depth of Im north of the southwestern angle ( length 50cm., and 75
cm. width ),the wall extending into the nearby square from the west (b 1/20).
This wall composed of bricks of clay and is light white in color. It was built by
arranging two rows of bricks beside each other.

SQUARE B1/21

After digging appeared two phases of occupation represented by many phe-
nomena as follows :

SECOND RESIDENTIAL PHASE

PHENOMENON NUMBER ( 1) A wall appeared on the square surface, it s
extended to the wall existing in the nearby square T 1/21, it appeared again at
the eastern passage ( corridor ) at a distance of 1.65m. from the angle of the
northeastern square going to northwestern (1.35m. in length, width 65¢m. and
height 1.05m.). composed of three courses of white sand stones, the courses of
this wall is joined with mud, the lower course stones distinguished by its big
sizes, where the average length of the stone reach 50cm., its height 30c¢m..
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PH 4

At a depth of 90cm. from surface and at the base of the square at its northeast-
ern angle appeared a small wall of arranged stones running from cast to north at
a length of 1.12 cm., ( width 40cm.). the major part of it is beneath the northern
passage of the square. It was [illed with ¢lay mortar.

PH 5

At a depth of 45 ¢cm. from the surface of the square. appeared 1 wall from east-
ern side of the square, at a distance of 1.5 from the southwestern angle towards
north extending from west to east at a length of 2.20m. and a width of 55¢m.)
built of white sand stones which were of different shapes and sizes, irregularly
built, composed of three layers and is 65¢cn. hich from the ground, its upper sur-
face is composed of two rows of different size of stones filled with clay.

PH 6

Al a depth of 80cm. and at the southeastern angle of the square, appeared
wall running east to the west at a length of 1.05m. (and a width of 50cm.) built
of white sand stones of medium sizes, filled in two courses of stones, its upper
surface composed of two rows of stones with clay mortar.

The ground of the square appeared at a depth of 1.10 m. and it was sandy yel-
low and soft.

SQUARE T1/20
DESCRIPTION OF THE PHENOMENON :

PHENOMENON NO. 1
At a distance of 1 meter north of the southeastern angle, and at a depth of
( 4.5cm ) appeared a wall going to the west at a length of 210m.. where 1t joints
phenomenon ( 2 ). This wall built with bricks ( composed of soft clay ) placed in
two rows. one beside the other. The wall is 65¢cm wide. The bricks are placed n
vertical, and the horizontal order. The height of the remaining part is 60cm.
[rom the ground. Also we noted that the lower part of the wall is composed
of debris where we were able to determine only the upper layer where

bricks were in good shapes.
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products were all in bad state of preservation.

THE SQUARES
SQUARE BI1 -20

After the completion of digging in the square, two residential phases appeared
as follows :

THE SECOND RESIDENTIAL PERIOD
PH1

It is a wall appeared at a depth of 23¢m. emerged from the eastern side of the
square, and at a distance of 74cm. from the northeastern angle towards south. It
extends toward south western side of the square at the eastern side and at a dis-
tance of 1.54m. from the southeastern angle, its length 4.14m. and width 66¢m.
its height 70cm., built out of three clay courses, topped by two rows of clay, one
vertical and the other horizontal. We didn't notice the usage of hay in the clay
which was normally used with clay for strengthening purpose, because of this,
the clay was tender and soft. This wall was built on a foundation of clay mixed
with debris. Also appeared to us immediately, near the ground and the southern
wall, a piece of trimmed white stone 63 x 43. Ph (2)

PH 2

It consisted of wall appearing at a depth of 3em. from the surface, emerged
from the northern side and at a distance of 74cm. from the north western angle
extending toward south till it contact the wall of ph ( 1, ). It is 92cm. long, 66
cm. width, and 95c¢m. height made of two untrimmed white sandy stones, layers
filled with clay mortar composed of two rows of stones on the top.

PH 3

A pile of stones connected to the walls of ph ( 1) and ph ( 2) rectangular
shape (85cm. x 75¢m.) and irregular, perhaps it was an extension of the wall of
ph( 2 ) or most probably it consisted of falling stones. It is to be mentioned that
the area between this portion and ph ( 2 ) and the northern block at the oth-
er side was, full of heavy ash which extend till it appeared near the brick
wall, which suggest that this place might have been used as a kitchen.

E lny e s ¢
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parts of utensils bases and parts from bodies, rim. stands, in grey and white col-
our with greenish handles with no decorations. Sometimes decoration consist
of straight or broken lines or engraved Strips.

The most significant find was a round shape stone utensil, its diameter 27cm..
white in colour with four small handles and three legs. One of these handles, was
broken and the legs were triangular in shape. with a hole in the middle with a
depth of 2.5¢m.,

4. SOAP STONE :

The soap stone artifacts reached up to 2% the most significant find was part
of a rim of a utensil of medium thickness with deep engraved lines and a trian-
gle. Also a half portion of a small utensil made of soap stone. round in shape,
colour tending to grey, diameter 5.4cm. depth 2.4cm., probably used to store
perfumes or cosmetic powder. It was undecorated.

5. MARBLE STONE :

The tindings of this kind account 1%. The most apparent find was a lid of
marble stone in white color. rounded in shape, with diameter 4.5¢cm. having
broken handle.

6. THE BEADS :
The beads account 1% of the total findings. the most apparent find was a
emall bead. blue in colour, broad wavy white lines on it.

7. THE GLASS:

The number of glass reached 1.8% of the total findings.

The most apparent product pieces tound was a small fragment of white col-
our, decorated, rhombus in shape, divided by deep vertical and horizontal lines
small squares topped by two deep parallel lines and triangles.

Also small transparent white and coloured fragments of glass were found.

8. METALS:

The percentage of findings of this kind reached 16.4% of the total assembles.
part of it includes 13 metal coins-covered heavily with rust, in addition a metal
piece covered by layer of green oxide, having a hole representing an utensil
handle. as well as other oxidized mineral pieces. It could be said that the metal
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Also a small trench ( 5x5 ) was dug in front of the burial area no. 85, to a
depth of 50 ¢m. till reaching the bed rock, the result was the same as that of the
first burial area.

FINDINGS
The findings of this year were not as expected.

The residential mounds normally are incomparable to the burial areas as regard
to abundancy and variety of findings unless these areas were subjected to sudden
devastation. This case is not applicable to our site which gradually vanished. Per-
haps there were some square shaped courtyards located outside the residential
units facing the street. The number of the artifacts reached up to 281 recorded as
follows :

1. COARSE WARES ( POTTERY )

Most of the artifacts located this year are coarse earthenware sherds, which
account 65.9% of the total recorded findings, it range from brown colour to
greenish, yellowish, redish, with lines on outer or inner side in white, brown or
creamy color, mostly as parallel, wavy, and engraved dots and small triangles
following each other by wavy lines surrounding the body.

An important find is a pottery ware ( no. 18 Bl /22 ) semi complete, broad
near the base, wide circumfercnce ( 85c¢m.) slanting in shape ( narrow circum-
ference near the opening 25c¢m. ) and depth from inside is diameter of 37 cm.
coarse fabric, with creamy yellowish lining, and two handles at the upper side of
the body, one of them was missing and the other was in shape of an ear.

2. BURNISHED POTTERY :

The common ( Nabatacan ) small sherds accounts 8% of the total findings,
with red colour decorated sometimes with plant or flowers in dark red colour
more darker than the colour of the earthenware,

This kind of wares are distinguished with their red color and pure,medium
paste, decorated sometimes with colorful motifs, leaves and branches in a symet-
rical attractive shape with dark red colour ;normally darker than the ware color.

3. SAND STONE WARES :
The percentage of this kind reached 6.4% of the total findings, it represent
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1 - THE SOUTHERN SECTION

The excavation was conducted here to discover the southern fence wall on the
surface, before starting the digging, white sand stones were put together in straight
line on the enclosure side, hence a rectangular was determine{ Im.x 6m.) for exca-
vation, extending parallel to the enclosure down to the depth of 90cm.. Two
courses of white sand stones appeared at about 33c¢m. height as a horizontal line
of stones. The stones of these two layers were big cemented by clay mortar. The
two courses of walls were built over the ground - on soft sand - with utmost care
much better than the building of the residential area. It looks like a protecting
shield to the clay built enclosure.Immediately behind these stones is located the
enclosure made of clay.

The height of the enclosure from the foundation at this side 1s 80cm..
THE NORTHERN SIDE

A square shape trench was made (2Zm.x 2m.) parallel to the enclosure on the

northern side. digging up to a depth of ITm.

It become evident that the construction style here entirely differs from that of
southern side. on the northern side bricks appeared immediately on top ot the
soft sandy ground. There are five bricks layers about 2m. wide 1n average.

The protile of the enclosure sand stones around it was in the shape of hall-
circle. Also the clay mass on its top was huge in this area than in any other. This
suggest the probability of a circular tower in this area.

DIGGING IN FRONT OF BURIALS :

One of the goals of this season, as mentioned before, was to know about sup-
plimentary building connected with burial area as found at Petra in Jordan, for
the purpose of performing religious ceremonies.

To achieve this. we selected the old tombs in Al Khuraimat arca which 1s lo-
cated west of the site marked by no. 83, 86 1.G.N. according to French Geo-
oraphical Institute numbering.

A rectangular ( 6m. x 8m. ) area was chosen in front of burial area no. 86. it
was digged down to the bed of the rock. The burial was at a depth of 40c¢m. but
no trace of building appeared in front of this area.
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THE ENCIL.OSURE :

One of the goals of this season was to trace the enclosure surrounding the resi-
dential area, which was noticed in previous seasons. The enclosure walls appeared
sometimes partially covered by sand dunes, but it was easily traceable in southern
and eastern part of the site, for the northern and western part, it was very difficult to
trace because of its location in the valley where most of it swept away by water.

The enclosurc appeared as a dark clay mass on the surface level or a little bit high-
er at other place. We selected two parts, one of it at the southern area near a small
mountatn where enclosure mount up and appeared on the higher surface . The other
m the eastern part down the valley runway, where the enclosure appeared splitted
from the middle because of water, this form a normally vertical sector in this part.

EXCAVATION IN SOUTHERN AREA

A square of (8m.x 8m.) in the enclosure was selected and then excavation
work started. Enclosure was covered with sands at its southern and northern
sides, and top surface was covered by very hard clay layer.

After the excavation, the enclosure appeared which was built at its northern
side. Its foundation was laid with clay up to the bed soil ( soft red sand ) with
only two courses of bricks ( 23em. x 15cm. x 13¢m.), the brick courses are visi-
ble and plastered with hard dry clay. Also it was noted that the wall clay was
without hay.

THE SOUTHERN SIDE

At this side the enclosure was built on the sandy bed also there appeared some
rocks near the ground layer, perhaps it was the foundation, visible from one side
only. This side of the wail is slightly bent due to the effect of the rain and wall
pressure. The wall on this side was without brick courses, while the only clay
masses appearcd on top of the bed soil. The wall width is 2.35 cm. and the
height range between 1.20cm. - 1.44cm.

THE EASTERN ENCLOSURE

While we were tracing the enclosure wall surrounding the residential area, we
noted that it is clearly visible in the bed descending againstAthalip mountains at
the east, and Albint Palace complex at northeast. The water from the valley had
destroyed the enclosure on this side. We made two test excavations on both side
of the enclosure.
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inl406 A.H., 1408 A.H.and 1410 A.H., were conducted { PL.17 ).

SECONDLY : To discover the enclosure surrounding the residential area so
as to know how it was built and hence to follow it up and to locate its complete
structure.

THIRDLY : To carry out probe testing at the Nabatacan tombs area, on sand
dunes, to get knowledge about additional buildings. foundations or annexes as
found in Petra, probably for the purpose of performing religious ceremonies for
the dead.

EXCAVATION IN NORTH EASTERN AREA
( ARCHITECTURAL UNIT )

Nine squares were selected for digging near the one where last season.
(1410 A.H.) work was ended.

Fach square covers an area of 224 square m. in eastern hillock. While select-
ing these squares, we took in consideration that these squares were connected to
the excavation unit of last year hoping to discover an integrated architectural
unit. but this remained unfullfilled, although we believed that we were about to
reach this goal, but the building style within the area dissappointed us which
could not be compared with the surrounding burial tombs. where the Nabatacan
masons talents appeared in the shapes and decorations which shows their com-
petence and skill in architectural techniques. Although the building on this hil-
lock is of secondary importance for that it had not been given proper attention,
though broken parts and pillar crowns could be seen, scattering on the surtace.
[n this unit the walls are made of irregular stones of ditferent shapes and sizes.

Walls with trimmed stones of equal dimensions are rare. Some walls are made
of a mixture of clay and stones. Foundations were laid on ground sometimes
reaching the bed soil, and the mixture of clay and stones was {aid down without
brick layers, stone appeared only in two or three courses before surface. Some
parts of the wall was made of stones and remaining of the wall was made of
bricks. Also some walls were entirely made of clay. although it did'nt include

hay .



PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE EXCAVATION
AT al-HIJR (MADAIN SALEH )
( FOURTH SEASON 1411 A.H./ 1990 A.D.)

Dhaifalla Modeif Al -Talhi

This season was the fourth digging season at Al - Hijr ( Madain Saleh ).In the
last preliminary report of the excavation ( Atlal 12,13 ) we wrote a brief note on
the geography, geology and the history of Al Ula in general and on Madain Sa-
leh in particular. This season was the continuation of the works of the previous
seasons.

This I'Vth season of the excavation started on 16. 1. 1411 H corresponding to
7 August 1990 and it continued for forty days. The team was divided into two
parts, each worked for a month on the site. The team included the following
members :

Mr. Dhaifalla Modeif Al- Talhi - Director of the excavation
Mr. Al Nasir Al - Nasir - Co - Director

Mr. Abd Alhadi Khaleef Almueagil - Archaeological Researcher from
al Jouf Educational Directorate

Mr. Haider Zaid Al- Mudair - Archaeological Researcher from
Sabia Educational Directorate

Mr. Abdulaziz Hamad Alrwaitee - Archaeological Researcher

Mr. Salih Abddullah Al - Augeel - “ h

Mr. Saeed Ibrahim Al- Hewaiji - Al Hasa Educational Directorate

Mr. Salah Mohammed Al - Hilwa - Surveyor

GOALS OF THE EXCAVATION :
There were three goals for the excavation of this season.

FIRSTLY : To discover an integrated architectural unit, by continuing dig-
ging on the hillock located northeast of site where previous excavations in
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dressing of stones, all of this indicates a high standard of social life.

It may be concluded that what had been mentioned by some researchers such
as non possibility of any ancient settlement during the beginning of the second
million B.C. at Tayma in the northwest of Arabia, and backwardness of the re-
gion etc. as stated in the text of ancient Assyrians and Babylonians should be
put under a question mark and should be subjected to close study in the hght of
the new data that is available to us now after three seasons of regular field work
at the tombs sites in the industrial area at Tayma.
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The Scientific Aspect

I - No doubt that the accumulating tombs at the industrial site are considered
one of the richest sites in Tayma in comparison to similar tombs discovered
in other locations in the city apart from those in other neighbouring cities.

2 - Though it is possible to find a logical interpretation for finding this type of
tombs in this south region of Tayma in particular, the question mark still
remains as to the vast number of these tombs scattered over 10 square
kilometers.

3 - Some of the reasons for choosing this region for burial may be as follows:
a - The softness of the soil.

b - Region remoteness from the passage valleys.

¢ - Closeness of the region from rocky locations where it is easy to obtain stone
for toombs and also protection for the tombs.

d - Closeness of the region from holy places such as the temple butlt over Go-
neim mountain to the furtherest south west.

4 - Important findings of different kinds were discovered for the first time
through organized excavations, these included types of decorated pottery
formed by stamping and piercing dots besides other articles such as the Egyp-
tian Scarab painted with hieroglyfic inscriptions and items of ivory including
bracelets, rings and other ornaments.

All this indicates the social standard of the ancient people during the begin-
ning of the second millennium B. C. at the northwest of Arabia. And even if we
assumed the possibility of importing ivory Scarab and other ornaments of a per-
fect standard this reflects a very high society superior to the bedouins.

There is a strong possibility that pottery of high technical standard was manu-
factured at Tayma.

Also the method of constructing tombs in harmoneous shapes such as squares,
rectangles and circles and the coordination between walls and the perfection of
doors and the interior supporters and the selection of particularly large stone for
roofing in addition to the operation that followed this work such as cutting and
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6 - Shells (P1. 13a)
Different size of shells that were discovered during the second and third season.

Chronology of the Site

The industrial site includes tombs, their date extends according to carbon 14
analysis results, for which sample was taken from inside the organized first sea-
sons tombs, 750 B. C. and was found out that the probable date of the samples
taken from outside these tombs goes back 101450 B. C.

And probably those tombs are the latest according to the aforementioned clas-
sification and accordingly an older date may be suggested in order to match the
other tombs of group (A) and group ( B).In other words. the industrial site with
its three seasons excavation and its various findings of pottery and others ob-
jects, can be dated between the fifteenth century B. C. ( 1450 B.C.)( maximum -
able to increase up to the eighteenth century ) and 750 B. C. as a minimum.

That higher date 1450 B.C. suits the sequence of the tombs of group A and
group B which are older than ( C) for which the date 15th century B.C. is more
suitable.

Financial and Administrative Affairs

Field work at the industrial site for the three seasons took one hundred and
twenty days ( 120 ) which represents the otticial stay period of the employees at

the site, including researchers surveyors, draftsmen, photographers and drivers,
in addition to the head of the team and his assistant and that is for a cost
amounting to about seventy thousands Riyals SR { 70,000 ) for each season,

that is a total of two hundred and ten thousands SR ( 210,000 ). besides a grant
for feeding team members and securing some other requirements.which amount-

ed to one hundred fifty thousands Riyals SR (150,000 ).All the tools necessary
for the excavation work were obtained with the assistance of Tayma Muscum.

The objectives of work at the industrial site in Tayma may be summarized as res-
cuing threatencd archaeological region and changing the previous excavation
field centered on the settlement sites to other aspects relating to burials and also
to provide materials for the newly established museum at Tayma. All these tac-
tors were responsible for this excavation.
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stead, i this season (1411 A.H./1990 A.D.), a new type of pottery called “pierc-
ing dots patterns” was discovered in the layers of adjoining disorganized tombs,
in addition to another type of pottery tempered with colored grits and formed by
pressing on the rims of pottery vessels.
Discovered Materials:

Discovered materials of this season included many kinds of objects similar to
those discovered in the two previous seasons.

These materials can be divided as follows :
I - Pottery : ( P1. 9,10 and 11)

A. Highly decorated pottery that was found in the first, second and third sea-

sons.

B. Pressed Pottery that was found in the second and third seasons.

C. Piercing dots Pattern Pottery that was found in the third season.
2 - Metals

A - Bracelets that were found in the first, second and third seasons ( Pl 14c).
B - Rings that were found in the first, second and third seasons.
C - Big arrow heads(4 pieces) that were discovered in the third season ( PL.14b).
D - A stone tool like a cleaver that was discovered in the third season.

3- Beads (PL 12d,13a and b)

Various figures and type of beads with numbers amounting to several thou-
sands were found during the third season with few ones during the first and sec-
ond seasons.

4- Ivory 1 (PL12aandb)

A - Bracelets that were discovered during the third season only.

B - Earrings that were discovered during the third season only.

C - Chest ornaments that were discovered during the third season only.
5 - Stones

Two tomb - stones that were not discovered during the previous seasons.
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verified, the later being the circle at the center of which the wall was constructed.

In this way we could determine the logical and scientific sequence of the
architectural groups discovered in the third season for this year as shown above.

This lead us the possibility of suggesting an over all probable sequence that
covers all the tombs excavated in the site during the threc seasons and that is as
follows :

Firstly : At the beginning comes the construction of circular structures dis-
covered during the second and third season and which might have been erected
for religious ritual purposes.

Secondly : This is followed without any doubt by the tombs connected and
attached to the circles because of the appearance of some distroyed parts ot
these circles and also it was noticed that the foundations of these circles are
deeper from those of the inside tombs connected to them. This type of tombs ap-
peared in the second and third seasons.

Thirdly : This is followed by the construction of organized tombs which in-
cludes tombs of this type discovered during the three seasons. They were dis-
covered particularly during the last scason 1411 AH/1990 A.D., an evidence
that supports this last sequence of this group and that, when it was discovered
that the entrance of one of the older tomb was blocked by the construction of a
latest tomb and further more it was noticed the walls of the two said tombs were

not linked together.

Therefore, it can be generally considered that the oldest constructions during
the three seasons were the circle group ( A ) followed by the tombs group ( B)
and then the organized tombs group (C ).

The aforesaid chronological sequence proceeds logically, atleast, with the
type of pottery discovered in the first season and which is highly decorated and
is frequently discovered in the second and third season at the lower layer of ad-
joining disorganized tombs. Discovery of this type was repeated in the same
tombs and layers where this type of pottery (with wide painting) did not appear
in the organized tombs during the first season and the following two scasons. In-
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built over the debris of earlier circles after pulling down some of the walls. This
represents group ( B ) from 1 - 14,

The Fourth Phase :

This follows in chronological sequence of the organized tombs and which is
the group (C ) fromno. 1 - 11,

After this it is possible to discuss the type of the discovered tombs formations
during the three seasons as follows :

I'- Organized tombs with attached children tombs - these were discovered dur-
ing the first, second and third seasons.

2 - Tombs connected to circles with no identified purpose and probably for
religious purposes - these were discovered during the second and third sea-
Sons.

3 - Circular architectural constructions some of which had a well in the center -
these were discovered during the second and third seasons.

The circular structures had been evidently constructed at the beginning and
some religious rituals were performed in these tombs judging by the ambiguous
figures in the shape of a cross that were found inside the tombs. Some of the
tombs which were constructed on the debris after destroying parts of these
circles indicate additional tombs which appeared in sequence after them.

It has been noticed that one of the organized tombs that belongs to group ( C)
has used the walls of one of the additional tombs 1/B that is adjacent to 1/C as a
third wall in a way that blocked the door of the previously built tomb.

It is only because of this sequence that the two tombs appeared in this shape.
Also the ends of the wall of the older tomb, was not connected to the wall of the
latest tomb thus it was possible to verify the succession of these two types of
tombs, one in 1/B, which is the oldest and the other 1/C, the latest.

In addition to this, it was noticed that the foundations of the walls of the two
circles that collapsed due to the existence of tombs of group (B ) in the eastern
side, are deeper from the walls of later added tombs, group (B).

Also the wall of the circle 2/A on top of the wall of the adjacent circles /A was

ot ks
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Also this season is characterized by the discovery of various types of articles
including bracelets, rings and big arrow heads.

The entrances of tombs, their roofing and supporters for carrying stone slabs
at the roof are almost thé same. Also the location of successive findings at the
lower layers of the tombs, and particularly near the skeletons, is all quite simi-
lar. Even children burial locations at the back side of the tombs is mostly the
same, along with the type of stones and the method of construction used.

Probably the only minor difference is the quantity of findings discovered 1n
the tombs and which reflects the social life of the people. their status, their rank
their way of life, their belief ..etc. or probably this relates to a will or wish of the
dead,

A unique case was the discovery of a semi complete skeleton of camel ( P1.3e)
buried beside some human skeletons. Probably this retlects the love to this kind
of animals.

Architectural Chronology, Interpretation

The Chronological construction of tombs may be divided as follows :
The First Phase : The circle surrounding the well, group ( A)

The well is perhaps considered within this circle though it is connected with
each other.

It is supposed that the well was used in the periods which succeeded the con-
ctruction of the circle. However. what supports the ecarlier date of this circle
compared to other adjacent circles 1s its foundation ( 2/A ).

The Second Phase :

This Phase is represented by the circle which succeeds the well of the same
group from 2A - SA and it became evident that the foundations of those circles
or at least those of 2 - A, 3 - A. were found deeper in construction on compari-
won to the foundations of adjacent tombs from the east and the north and that 1s

group ( B ).
The Third Phase :

This Phase includes the tombs connected to the circles some of which werc



ATLAL 14 - PART- [ - A preliminary report of the industriai site 17

Also a type of dual tombs of interconnected buildings was discovered which
makes it impossible to acces one of the two tombs constructions at the rear
except through the front tomb. However the finding discovered in the tombs
were not much different except for a new type of pottery that was discovered in
this season at the lower layers of some tombs. This was decorated pottery cover-
ing more wider area of the pot than on the pottery discovered in the first season
( Pl.9aand d ).

Also a Scarab was discovered in this season which resembles one that was
found in the previous season engraved by hieroglyphic inscriptions, that is of
the Egyptian type.

The purpose of the circular constructions discovered had not yet been known.
Probably those circular constructions were for performance of some religious
rituals related to adjacent tombs or may be they were separately constructed strict-
ly for waorship.

The Third Season:

The field work had been transfered in this season to the hill located to the ut-
most south eastern side of the site where there was an excavation of burials in
the previous season. In this season many circular constructions were frequently
tocated and particularly of the types that include built constructions resembling
the cross inside the circles. With the exception of the circles where the excava-
tion reached to a depth of approximately 4.5m. eventually a well was discovered
instead of a tomb.

The tombs were frequently constructed beside these circles or on some of
their debris, in addition, to frequent discoveries of tombs in the shape of orga-
nized squares and rectangles and in two different places instead of one place as
it was the practice in the last two seasons.

It is evident that this year's season was characterized by its few findings but at
the same time with two unique objects.Though Scarabs were not discovered in
this season as in the two previous seasons, a number of ivory articles had been
discovered in the form of bracelets, earrings and other figurines besides the dis-
covery of beads estimated to several thousands of many types and shapes.
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Comparing the Results of the Three Seasons
The First Season:

A lot of differences appeared through following up the excavations of the
three seasons. As for the first season the tombs appeared in consistently system-
atic shape, their number amounting to six built of huge local stones. They were
built approximately towards the north with the thickness of walls in these tombs
ranging between 56 cm to 80 cm and the largest one of them was the last tomb
located to the eastern side and which was 3m. x 2.40 m. The depth in all the six
tombs was between Im and 1.4m and each tomb had a special entrance tilled up
with earth situated approximately in the middle of the northern wall and closed
from outside with one stone or more, and there i in front of the entrance a halt
circle curvature for entering in case the tomb is roofed. There are additional
children tombs at the back in southern side walls. A kind of support had been
constructed in order to carry the covers of the tombs.

The first season tombs are characterized by a new type of pottery, a thickly
painted pottery. which was also found during the previous seasons as part of the
surface findings. In addition, we discovered this year a group of unique findings, a
scarab painted with Hierolyphic inscription. It is well known that such Scarab
were used by Egyptian Pharaohs and had reached Tayma probably at the period
that followed the fifteen century B.C. the period during which this type of objects
were used in their regional locality.

The Second Season:

Work in the second season (1410 AH.) was conducted at the hill located 1n
the south western side of the fenced site and work included almost double the
area of the work done in the previous season - 1408 A.H. (20 squares 5 x Sm} in
this season several types of structures of tombs were discovered, in addition to
the type of tombs with similar shapes to those excavated in the first season.

In the second season mostly circular shape constructions were found. which
were surrounded with many uneven types of tombs that were randomly built.
Some of the tombs had a part cut into the rocks and some were hot more than 30

o 40cm. in depth.
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The Third Group (C) (PL 8)

This group of tombs were designed in an organized manner. It was built on
two divisions, one at the end of the general site from the northern side and the
other on the southern side of the site. Some inner supporters were erected inside
the tomb  1/C whereas no supporters were observed in the tombs 2/C. 3C. As
for tombs y/C, one supporter had been constructed in the western wall adjacent
to tomb 3/C. The tombs from 1/C to 4/C are very similar to the tombs from 7/C
to 11/C in building and shape but the latter have no supporters.

No variations were discovered between the bottom layers and their succession
during this season excavation inside the tombs with slight difference due to their
outside accumulations of sands etc.

The lower layer inside the tombs at all three seasons was characterized by
being a hard soil layer and perhaps this layer was intentionally added for funeral
purposes so as to provide a soft earth bed, on the bottom rock, to the dead bodies.

The lower layer of the tombs looks in incessant shape in all the tombs as hard
soil mixed with sand pebbles. It was perhaps as a result of collapsing of some
parts of the roofed tomb and leakage of some s0il inside or this may be due to
the old construction of the roof. This was followed from the top layer by thickly
accumulated soft sand either deliberately from the very start by the act of burial
or due to successive climatic conditions over the years.

As for piling outside the tomb, it is outstandingly characterized by the exis-
tence of a dense muddy layer which was cleared at the first season and contin-
ued till the third season where the said layer appeared with huge thickness with
a depth of 40 cm.

The accumulation of the mud layers was the result of the flood caused by
rains carrying alluvium. Probably the minor exception to the large quantity of
muddy layer is found in the excavation of this season and this attributed to the
high location of the excavation site (12m) as the said layer did not reach the
higher point at the top of the hill.
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probable chronological sequence :
'The First Group ( A) (PL7A.-8)

This includes the circular shape tombs from 1/A to /A They are mostly m-
complete circular buildings, some of which were paved as in 1/A with semi
dressed stones and built on two courses of stones with the same diameter of the
circle with slight difference in a way that allows the second row a little higher
than the one below.

it was observed that a well had been dug at the center of the circle 1/A. at the
end of which a simple building not exceeding three courses was constructed
inside the well. Also a platform building ( mastaba ) was constructed at the
depth of 2-5 m in the well. The well was dug by cutting the rock in an uneven
shape up to the depth of 4.5m.

The other circles from 2/A to S/A. had been built with stone in an even shape
s in 2/A and it was observed that the building from outside is built on the muddy
debris. The outer building is composed of sand stone and mud mortar at 50 ¢m

height. The floor from inside ts not paved.

The circle 3/A was built on the pattern of 2/A and it 1s connected from out-
side through a wall built on the western side and the circle is surrounded by a
aroup of tombs ( group B ) at both northern and eastern sides.

The circle 4/A is properly built from outside and furnished with a reserve
building from inside in addition to an entrance at the western side taking o rec-
tangular shape.

The circle 5/A is similar to 4/A but it is difficult to clear it at the southern side
due to the debris of earth and from other sides as well because of existence of
ceveral tombs which surround it. The northern side of the wall had been cvacu-

ated with the tombs of group ( C).
The Second Group (B ) (PL8)

This group of tombs ( From I/A - 14/B ) were built at random and in an if-
recular manner. It was observed that the tombs of this group surrounds all or
some parts of the circles of group A except the circle (1/A ).
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From experiences of the previous two seascns, we became optimistic as work
approached on this phase with the anticipation of discovering new findings partic-
ularly at the lower layers, deep inside the tomb, close to the rocky layer.When ever
it was necessary, layers were photographed.

In addition to recording the tombs, some samples were also taken where-ever
1t was necessary. For example, in the isolated tomb no.14B, a sample of bone
was taken from a skeleton that was found in the rocky lower layer. A similar
sample was taken from the child's tomb no. 10. Another sample taken from
tomb 1/C represented a camel bone found on the lower rocky layer and the last
samples were taken from the well numbered a 1/A which was charcoal at the
depth of 2-5m.

Fourthly - Evaluation of Excavated Data ( PL. 5)

In this part the evaluation of the excavated data is discussed keeping in mind
all the previous succession of the layers, tomb structures and other findings. In
this third season the sketching style was pursued for each group of the architec-
tural units by using a colored ribbon for distinguishing them from the others
and, consequently, the tombs of this season had been grouped according to their
probable chronological sequence:

The First Group : The circular Tombs ( A )

In this group all the tombs are circular. Some of the tombs had been
constructed beside the older tombs or over their debris. It is evident that some of
them were constructed for purposes other than burial as the figure 1/A ( the
well) and in other shapes that were probably constructed for reli Z10US purposes.

The Second Group :

The tombs adjoining the circular tombs ( B ) which represent those that were
subsequently added to these tombs which were destroyed.

The Third Group : The Organized tombs Group ( C )

These tombs were constructed in a particular shape and they may be catego-
rized in chronological sequence following A and B respectively.

Description of the Architectural Designs ( Pl. 4 and 5)

The architectural designs were divided into three categories according to their
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the second season. The site was covered with heaps of soil. sands, stones and
accumulated remains, all of which was subsequently removed. The excavation
was carried out horizontally, instead of vertically.

Excavation Phases :
Firstly - Rescue excavation at the tombs ( P1. 1)

The squares located at the foot of the hill were opened from all original sides in
order to trace the extension of the tomb structures in the form of constructed build-
ngs.

Work continued excavating the other squares on the entire arca of the site and
this started from the southern side where the soil was deep.

During this work some important architectural features of the tombs were dis-
covered. Some of these features were covered under the sands and some of them
were kept intact in the baulks over the tombs squares.

Through excavation. all the architectural constructions were cleared and digging
of squares was stopped when it became certain that there was nothing remaining
inside. and that was enough to dig half or quarter of a square depending on how
far or close it was trom any architectural structures.

All these sequences of field work were documented, first by taking pictures.
sketches and recording preliminary information to use them at the report writing
stage. Also the section of the layers in the squares and baulk was photographed.
Secondly - Removal of Baulks.

In order to proceed with the excavation works in the upper section of the hill at-
ter having cleared the architectural structure below, it was necessary to remove the
haulks found at the lower ends of the site which were formed outside of the tombs
due to successive excavation operations.

Thirdly - Recording the tombs from inside ( Pl.2 and 3 )

This phase is considered as one of the most important excavation phase in view
of the significant results that followed, thus work shifted to inside of the tombs at-
ter the heaps of sand and remains were removed and the baulks inside and outside
the tombs were cleared. Work was gradually continued in removing remains that
filled the tombs.



A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE INDUSTRIAL
SITE EXCAVATION AT TAYMA,
THIRD SEASON 1411 A.H./1990 A.D.

Dr. Hamid Ibrahim Abu Duruk

Introduction:

The third season excavation of 1411 A.H./1990 A.D. was conducted at the in-
dustrial Area in Tayma.This area was divided into 5m. x 5m2, the division carry
numbers from the north to the south ranging from 1 - 22 where as from east to
west it carries Arabic Alphabetic letters from a to f ( PL1a ). Excavation contin-
ued in this area for three successive scasons due to the importance of the site
and also for the purpose of revealing its archaeological potential. The location
chosen for work in the first season ( 1408/1987 ) was the northern side of the
fenced arca. The squares 5 gh, 6 gh, 7 hij and 8 ij were excavated and it turned
out eventually that they were tombs ( P1.1b ).

In the second season (1409 A.H.), a hill to the south Western side of the area
was chosen. Excavations were conducted on squares 17 ijk, 18 ijklm, 20 kimns.
Lmus, 22 Imns of the first season. This was mainly due to the experience ac-
quired from the previous season excavation as site buildings were encircled and
excavation went on gradually at a faster speed il the bottom phase of the tombs
was reached and that was where most of the findings were discovered.

During this season, a higher point of the location was chosen for the excava-
tion in the south eastern side of the site inside the fenced area which represents
the following squares ( Pl.1a)

14-abcde
I5-abced

[6-abcde
17-abcde

18-abcde

The area of the excavated site in this season is very close to that excavated in
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INTRODUCTION

This issue of Atlal (14) consists of specialized archaeological reports on the
excavations, rock art and epigraphic surveys and other field works conducted by
the Assistant Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums during the last sea-
sons.

The first section of this issue includes reports on the excavations at the
Tayma industrial site; the results of the fourth season of the excavations at the site
of al-Hijr (Madain Saleh) and a brief report on the excavation at an oasis site in
the town of Al-Kharj. These reports shed light and exposed new elements on the
ancient settlements in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The survey reports on the rock art and inscriptions conducted in between
Wadi Dawasir and Najran area contains some unique and interesting information
for the specialists and rescarchers of this subject.

The third section of the journal consists of critical reviews and analysis of
previous epigraphic studies and specialized research report on the origin and
development of ancient tombs and cairns in the Kingdom in addition to a report
on the domestication of camel and the old trade routes of the Arabian Peninsula.
The survey and research reports include photographs, drawings. sketches and
maps of the sites.

This issue of Atlal is delayed due to some unavoidable circumstances, but
necessary arrangements are made to publish it in time in the future and hopefully
the researchers and students of archacology will get up to date reports on the most
recent archaecological activities in the Kingdom.

The journal, according to the new policy, shall welcome contributions of
specialists and researchers of various universities and institutions both from
inside and outside the country. The Atlal, from now onward will be a specialized,
referred journal.

This issue of Atlal is appearing at a time when the Ministry of Education is
witnessing new administrative developments and the modernization under the
auspices of our new Minister H.E. Dr. Mohammed bin Ahmed al-Rasheed,
President of the High Council of Antiquities. The Assistant Deputy Ministry of
Antiguities and Museums. which is a part of the Ministry of Education, is receiv-
ing special attention from His Excellency the Minister of Education who is keen-
ly interested in providing all facilities for enhancing and the development of the
archaeology in the Kingdom.

I avail this opportunity to extend our utmost thanks and appreciations to
H.E. Dr. Abdul Aziz al Khuwaiter, the ex-Minister of Education, whose kind sup-

port and efforts resulted in the present well developed status of archacology in
Saudi Arabia.

Professor Dr. Sa’ad A. al-Rashid
Assistant Deputy Minister of
Antiquities and Museums and
Editor-in-Chief



FOREWORD

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is rich in its prominent and the deeply
rooted cultural heritage and civilization. The last 20 years intensive surveys,
excavations and archaeological investigations have revealed tantalizing
aspects of Saudi culture and traditions. The studies and investigations con-
ducted by our researchers and specialists have resulted in revealing and the
collection of a wealth of cultural material from hundreds of archaeological
sites and thousand of rock art images, ancient and early Islamic Kufic
inscriptions, a variety of pottery, mining, architectural, religious, civil, mil-
itary and other cultural material.

As the Ministry of Education gave priority and paid special attention
to the archaeology of the Kingdom during the last decades, it is now on its
way towards providing advanced technical facilities for research and stud-
ies. At the same time the Ministry is trying to elevate the image of the
Kingdom and its civilization not only on the local level but on the Arabian
and international level. For this, the Ministry of Education is keen to extend
all its resources, efforts and encourage scientific researches and the publi-
cations of the results of these valuable researches and studies to enhance the
archaeological works in the Kingdom. Thus Atlal will be a reference jour-
nal for research reports not only from the archaeologists of the Assistant
Deputy Ministry of Antiquities and Museums but also for the specialists and
scholars of different local and foreign institutions and universities.

The Ministry of Education has entered in its new era with the appoint-
ment of Professor Dr. Sa’ad bin Abdulaziz al Rashid as the Assistant Deputy
Minister of Antiquities and Museums, T do not know such a talented person
of profound qualities, extremely high ambitions and a believer in his efforts
and love for archaeology. Undoubtedly these are the qualities which guar-
antees success in work and ambitions.

Iam pleased to see the advance research reports, scientific articles and
various studies in the different fields of archaeology which are included in
this issue of Atlal. I congratulate all those who contributed to this journal
and thanks the editorial board for this magnificent issue of Atlal.

Mohammed bin Ahmed al-Rasheed

Minister of Education
President High Council of Antiquities
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